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2nd Steering Committee, 3rd September 2011,  Orth an der Donau (Austria) 
 
Statement concerning the DANUBEPARKS Strategy on Conservation & 
Navigation 
 
As a consequence of the recent enlargement of the EU, now embracing Danube countries 
from the source to the delta,  Danube waterway development has come in the focus of new 
EU transport policy (Corridor VII, TEN-T priority project no.18, NAIADES, EU Danube 
Region Strategy). The removal of so-called fairway “bottlenecks” has been identified as key 
issue to improve inland waterway transport along the Danube. In the last years several new 
large-scale infrastructure projects are being discussed and prepared for all parts of the 
Danube.  
 
Not surprisingly these projects tend to affect the most natural, valuable and sensitive parts of 
the Danube river ecosystem, in particular the remaining free flowing river sections. Despite 
the severe alterations the Danube has undergone over some 150 years, these parts of the river 
and their adjacent floodplains are recognised today as an indispensable part of Europe’s 
natural heritage. Most are protected under national law (as national parks, nature reserves etc.) 
and are all subject to EU legislation such as the Habitats, Birds and Water Framework 
directives, requiring no further deterioration or restoration of the local ecological status. 
 
Conflict between Inland Waterway Transport (IWT) development and conservation 
requirements has to be resolved and decided ”case by case” for each specific river stretch and 
specific project. But every single project is also to be seen and reviewed in a Danube wide 
context. To provide this wider context DANUBEPARKS experts supported by external 
expertise have developed  the  

 
DANUBEPARKS Strategy on Conservation and Navigation. 

 
This  strategy  

• assesses and communicates the overall situation of Danube waterway development 
and nature conservation, providing concrete and tangible information on navigation 
projects and conservation issues with a focus on the DANUBEPARKS PA; 

• defines concrete nature conservation demands and requirements in the context of 
current IWT development planning;  

• aims to strengthen the capacity and commitment of protected area managers in order 
to properly fulfil their stakeholder role in the planning and decision-making process of 
IWT development projects; 

• gives guidance to protected area and waterway managers on available tools and 
opportunities to integrate conservation and navigation; 

• presents common positions and actions to involve DANUBEPARKS as a distinct 
interest group and relevant stakeholder in river development. 

 
There is a growing awareness and a common consensus within DANUBEPARKS that river 
hydrology and river morphology are probably the most determining and important parameters 
for the long-lasting development of river and floodplain ecosystems. They are the key factors 
to reach and maintain a favourable ecological status and will need much more attention than 
in the past. 



Thanks for
your attention!


