CYCLING THE DANUBE
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At the beginning
At the beginning of all big tasks it is always nice to
actually start with something... So I liked it very much
when I experienced such a positive development as
ZHOO7KHVSULQJ":HOODVSULQJLVRIIFRXUVHLPSRUWDQW
but even more important is how the water behaves
DIWHULW:LOOLWZLWKRXWDQ\IXUWKHUDPELWLRQDJUHHWR
MXVWƓOOVRPHRQHōVERWWOH"2UZLOOLWVRRQKLGHXQGHUneath a stone and remain remembered only as being
too lazy for the “success is 10% of talent and 90% of
ZRUNŐUXOH"2UZLOOLWDFWXDOO\JURZLQWRDVHULRXVDQG
VRFLDOO\HQJDJHGULYHUWKHRQHWKDW EHVLGHVDOORWKer things it offers) gives you even a chance to follow
LW WKUHH WKRXVDQG NLORPHWHUV RQ WKH ELF\FOH" 7R EH
VXUHP\ƓUVWVWRSRQVXFKDORQJWULSZDVZKHUHRQH
FRXOGDOUHDG\KDYHFHUWDLQFRQƓGHQFHWRWKLVZDWHU
So let’s start with this: between Neuburg on the Danube and Ingolstadt lies one of the most important
ﬂoodplain areas on the German Danube.
• 'LVWULFW1HXEXUJŊ6FKUREHQKDXVHQ
&LW\,QJROVWDGW*HUPDQ\
• 6L]HKHFWDUHV
• Established: 2005.
The Danube riparian forest Neuburg-Ingolstadt
comprises the EU Flora-Fauna-Habitats Directive area
Ō'DQXEH)ORRGSODLQVZLWK*HUROƓQJHURDNIRUHVWōDQG
parts of the Special Protection Area ‘Danube FloodSODLQEHWZHHQWKHPRXWKRIWKH/HFKDQG,QJROVWDGWō
Its inheritance from the past is its very good preservation level - a happy consequence of the protection
by the former Dukes of Bavaria as a hunting area. And
WRGD\RQHRIWKHODUJHVWH[WHULRUG\QDPLVDWLRQSURMHFWVLQ&HQWUDO(XURSHLVFXUUHQWO\WDNLQJSODFHKHUH

)ORRGPDUNVIURPDQG([FHSWDQLPDOVDQGSODQWVQRERG\HOVHOLNHVKLJKZDWHU%XWOLNHLWRU
QRWLWKDVDQH[FHSWLRQDOLPSRUWDQFHWKDWFDQEHFRPSDUHGRQO\WRWKHGDPDJHDQGPLVHU\LWEULQJVWR
KXPDQOLYHV7KHRQO\VROXWLRQ",WVKRXOGEHNHSWIDUIURPVHWWOHPHQWVDQGHQWHUSULVHV(DV\WRVD\QRW
HDV\ DQGFKHDS WRPDNHLWSRVVLEOH
Which is even more important if we keep in mind that
LQODVW\HDUVGXHWRDOOWKHGDPVEXLOW*HUPDQ\ORVWDVPXFKDVRILWVŴRRGHGDUHDV

A brave group against the frosty morning
2XU JXLGH 6LHJIULHG *HL¡OHU QDWXUH FRQVHUYDWLRQ
authority for the district Neuburg-Schrobenhausen.
Immediately after start we descended to the Berto3

OGVKHLP'DQXEHUHVHUYRLUDQLPSRUWDQWELUGKDELWDW
7ZR\HDUVDJRDSDVVDJHIRUƓVKZDVPDGHQHDUWKH
dam - about 35 similar ones should be installed in
Bavaria in the near future and each will cost from 1 to
5 million EUR. This one at 1.5 million EUR belongs to
FKHDSHURQHV%XWLWLVQōWSHUIHFWH[SODLQV6LHJIULHG
LWLVQDUURZDQGZDWHUŴRZVWKURXJKLWTXLFNO\PDNLQJLWXQVXLWDEOHIRUVRPHƓVKVSHFLHV

7KHƓVKSDVVDJH

$QWRQLEHUJ

2QWKHIRUHVWURDGWR6WHSSHUJWKHUHLVDOZD\VVRPHWKLQJLQWHUHVWLQJWRGLVFXV
4

%UHQQHQŴ¦FKHQ
When a pebble bed gets colonized with plants adaptHGWRVXFKOHDQDQGGU\VLWHDQHZVSHFLDOELRWRSH
so-called “burning” is born. These semi-arid grasslands contain even a number of alpine plants that
ZHUHWUDQVSRUWHGE\WKHULYHUDQGLWVWULEXWDULHVDQG
LQWKHZDNHRIWKHSODQWVGLYHUVHZLOGOLIHVHWWOHVRQ
2UFKLGV VSHFLHV YDULRXV JHQWLDQV DQG RWKHU ŴRZHULQJSODQWVVSHFLDOLQVHFWVEXWWHUŴLHV VRPHRIWKHP
on the Red List of threatened animals in Bavaria) can
EHIRXQGLQWKHVHGU\QXWULHQWSRRUKDELWDWV

The city of Ingolstadt:
recognizing its part of the
Danube paradise
The ride with Mr. Geißler ended in the castle Grünau.
$QRWKHUJURXSRIF\FOLVWVZDVDOUHDG\ZDLWLQJWKHUH
led by Mr. Thomas Schneider 'DQXEH DQG FOLPDWH
commissioner from Ingolstadt Department for
KHDOWK FOLPDWH SURWHFWLRQ DQG HQYLURQPHQWDO SURtection. Also with us is Dr. Rupert EbnerDPHPEHU
RI WKH ,QJROVWDGW FLW\ &RXQFLO DQG RIƓFHU IRU KHDOWK
climate protection and environment.
The castle hosts a modern outdoor visitor center
opened in 2008. It was established by the district
RI 1HXEXUJ6FKUREHQKDXVHQ LQ RUGHU WR XQGHUOLQH
the importance of the natural heritage and to support the renaturation of the Danube. The center is a
„package“ of the entire competence of the EuropeDQ RXWGRRU VXEMHFW Ŋ IURP H[SHULHQFHV RI WKH SDVW
and awareness of the current situation to development of future visions and strategies for the region.
,WVHUYHVUHVHDUFKLQIRUPDWLRQRIWKHSXEOLFDQGWKH
H[FKDQJHRIH[SHULHQFHRQWKHWRSLFŴRRGSODLQDQG
ULYHUWKDQNVWRWKHIDFWWKDWLWFRQWDLQVWKUHHPDLQSLOODUV XQGHU RQH URRI FRRSHUDWLQJ FORVHO\ ZLWK HDFK
RWKHU $XHQLQVWLWXW $XHQLQIRUPDWLRQV]HQWUXP DQG
Auenforum.
One kilometer from the castle we crossed the stream
Ott-Heinrich. This was actually a canal made in 2010.
DVDMRLQWHIIRUWRI,QJROVWDGWDQG%DYDULDQDGPLQLVWUDWLRQLQRUGHUWRWXUQWKH]RQHLQWRDŴRRGLQJDUHD
(Do we want to put efforts and even money into creDWLQJRIŴRRGLQJDUHDV"2IIFRXUVHZHGRřLWLVMXVWD
matter of choosing the right places.)

5HDG\IRUEXUQLQJV
:DLWřLVLWGDQJHURXV"$KHPřQRWUHDOO\
VHHEHORZ
'U(EQHUōVRWKHUVHULRXVOLIHSUHRFFXSDWLRQLVWKH
ŏ6ORZ)RRGŐ$VDWUHDVXUHUDQGLQWHUQDWLRQDOFRXQVHORU KH SUHDFKHV D IRRG SKLORVRSK\ WKDW LV QRW
PXFKGLIIHUHQWIURPDQ\IDLUHFRORJ\DSSURDFK
ő)RRG VKRXOG EH JRRG FOHDQ DQG IDLU ŏ*RRGŐ
WDVWH  GRHV QHHG PRUH H[SODQDWLRQ őFOHDQŏ
PHDQV WKDW LW VKRXOG QRW FRQWDLQ DQ\ KDUPIXO
LQJUHGLHQWV DQG ŏIHDUŐ PHDQV WKDW LW VKRXOG EH
SURGXFHG ZLWKRXW HFRQRPLF VRFLDO RU SROLWLFDO
H[SORLWDWLRQRIWKHZRUNIRUFHDQGVPDOOPDQXIDFWXUHUVLQJHQHUDO
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&RQVLGHUHGDVZDVWHODQGVLQWKHSDVWEXUQLQJVDUH
still endangered today. Thomas explains that the
biotope we are looking at the moment supports its
plants with app. 5 cm thick layer of hummus. Leaves
and other organic material was brought by the rivHU GXULQJ SHULRGV RI KLJK ZDWHU OHYHOV EXW SHEEOH
was necessary to crush and grind that material into
D ƓQHJUDLQHG PDVV FRQWDLQLQJ WKH QHFHVVDU\ PLQLmum amount of nutrients. Numerous hydroelectric
power plants built in the second half of the 20th century block pebble transport and distribution along
the river so the big “organic mill” barely works today.
“We need to bring more people to see burnings and
to learn how important and at the same time how
IUDJLOHWKH\DUHŐVD\V7KRPDVŏ:HDOUHDG\KDGVRPH
DFWLRQVRIWKDWW\SHEXWQHHGWRGRHYHQPRUHŐ

0HHWLQJDWWKHFDVWOH*U¾QDX
6

Humans and animals: (how) can we live together? Which brings us to…
“Animal-Aided Design”: closing the gap between landscape architecture and conservation
of the nature
ő,QJROVWDGW1DWXUőLVDSURMHFWWRZKLFK7KRPDVLVSDUWLFXODUO\SURXGDVLWEULQJVDQHZTXDOLW\LQFLW\ōVKDEitat and offers a potential to bridge the gap between
landscape architecture and nature conservation.

2QDGU\JUDVVODQG
ZLWK7KRPDVH[SODLQLQJWKHGHWDLOV

The basic idea behind it is that the „green infrastructure“ is as important to the human society as other inIUDVWUXFWXUHV VXFK DV HOHFWULFLW\ JULGV URDG QHWZRUNV
etc.
Standard urban planning procedures do not create a
JUHHQLQIUDVWUXFWXUH2QWKHRWKHUKDQGWKHIRFXVRI
WKHQDWXUHFRQVHUYDWLRQLVXVXDOO\MXVWRQVHQVLWLYHUHPDLQLQJDUHDVWKDWDOUHDG\VHHOLWWOHLQŴXHQFHRIKX-

*UD]LQJLVLPSRUWDQWWRNHHSGDPVLGHVLQJRRG
FRQGLWLRQ $QG KHUGV FRQVLVWLQJ RI VKHHS DQG
JRDWV OLNH WKLV RQH  DUH DQ HVSHFLDOO\ HIƓFLHQW
WRRO VKHHS FXW WKH KLJKHU JUDVV ZKLOH JRDWV GR
ƓQHWULPPLQJHDWLQJZKDWLVFORVHWRWKHJURXQG
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mans – it does not target places with no wilderness
OHIW LQFOXGLQJXUEDQ]RQHVRIIFRXUVH $VDFRQVHTXHQFH VXFK SODFHV GR QRW JHW LQ VFRSH DV FDQGLdates for green infrastructure. Urban planning and
conservation actually often work against each other.
Animal-Aided Design® is developed in cooperation
with Dr.Thomas Hauck (University Kassel) as a methodology for open spaces design that can help to
overcome this discordance. It includes the presence
of animals as an integral part of the green infrastrucWXUHƓQDOFRQFHSW
• The desired species are chosen at the beginning
RIDSURMHFW
• The requirements of the target species (i.e. their
life-cycles) then set a frame / boundary conditions
and serve as an inspiration for the design.
<RXFDQƓQGKHUHDYHU\LQWHUHVWLQJERRNOHWWKDWGHscribes the whole concept in detail (in German only
but shown design examples speak for themselves).

Kelheim to Windorf ClickMix

(or: what I clicked by my camera while riding that part)

/LNHDPDJQHWLWLVVRPHWLPHVKDUGWRUHVLVWWREHFRPHSDUWRIDƓHOGPDWUL[
/HWōVVHHZKDWZLOOVSURXWRXWRIWKLVVHHGř
8

$ORQHO\VZDQŴRDWVLQWKHJROGHQODFHRIDODWH
DIWHUQRRQ 7KH ODVW VZHDW RI D WLUHG VXQ WXUQV
HYHU\WKLQJLQWRDPDJLFFDVW

2.LWōVWKHWLPHQRZIRU
ŏ*UHHWLQJVIURP5HJHQVEXUJŐ

6SULQJWDONV1U

6SULQJWDONV1U

6SULQJWDONV1U

$QG QRZ D WRWDOO\ HGLI\LQJ IDLU\ WDOH ZLWK D KDSS\
eco-ending:

6SULQJWDONV1U

+HZDVDQXJO\6HPSHULW5DGLDO57
06 $OSLQHSURYHQ 
6KH ZDV DQ XQVLJKWO\ +DQNRRN 5 7
06
7KHQMXVWDPDJLFNLVVRIDEXFNVDZZDVHQRXJK
WRWXUQWKHPLQWRDEHDXWLIXOVZDQV
$QGWKH\KDSSLO\OLYHGLQWKHLUJDUGHQHYHUDIWHU
ZKLOH WKHLU RIIVSULQJ GLGQōW FDUU\ DQ\ PDUNV WKDW
ZRXOGVXJJHVWWKHKXPEOHRULJLQRIWKHSDUHQWV
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The carrying capacity of a typical barge is 1800 tons
and that corresponds to 90 trucks: one fully loaded barge replaces a 7.5 km long truck line. With an
equal energy consumption a barge will carry one ton
RIFDUJRNPWUDLQZLOOPDQDJHNPDQGWUXFN
only 100 km. Barges are economical and friendly to
the environment.

20 centimeters bring 56 days
The importance of the Danube as a regional and
trans-European waterway is stronger than ever. But
it was not always easy to establish it - one example
LVWKHSDUWEHWZHHQ6WUDXELQJDQG9LOVKRIHQ%HIRUH
and after it the minimal depth of the river during low
ZDWHUOHYHOSHULRGLVPEXWRQWKH6WUDXELQJ9LOshofen section such depth existed for only about 144
GD\VD\HDUDWWKHUHVWRIWKH\HDULWZDVMXVWP
which was not enough. After a reconstruction of the
ULYHUEHGWKHORZZDWHUGHSWKZDVLQFUHDVHGE\RQO\
FPWRPHWHUV%XWWKHVHFPLQFUHDVHGWKH
number of practically usable days by 56 - to 200 per
year.

$QRWKHUGDPPDLQWHQDQFHPDFKLQHDWZRUN
It was loud as sheep were somehow managing to
chew and market their effort at the same time - the
chorus was relentlessly shouting: “Yes! We do! The
whole day! Trained for this! Yum! We are eco! We do!
Yes! Yum!”

6ORZO\PHOWLQJLQWRWKHJORRP\ZDWHUZLWKDFDOP
EHOLHIWKDWDULJKWZLQGZLOOFRPHRQHGD\
And while we are at this impressive example of a
cargo boat: completion of the Main-Danube system
in 1992. (that also established a continuous link between the North sea and the Black sea) and connecWLRQRIWKH5KHLQH0DLQ]RQHZLWKWKH'DQXEHUHVXOWed in an app. 3500 km long water path. Germany has
the longest river network in Europe (app. 7500 km)
and water transport in the country amounts to 8 million tons per year - 20% of the local transport volume
goes on water ways.

$IXUWLYHYLHZRIWKH:¸UWKFDVWOH
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7KH PDFKLQH RSHUDWRU 7KH HDVLQHVV ZLWK ZKLFK
KH PDQDJHG WR VWD\ WRWDOO\ RXW RI WKH SUHVHQW
WLPHVZDVHQFKDQWLQJ

$JUHHQODQGVFDSH
ZLWKVRPHPRUHIRUPHUDXWRWLUHVRQLW

7KLVQLFHPRGHUQIHUU\LQ0DULDSRVFKLQJDFWXDOO\
ORRNVOLNHDSDUWRIVRPHEULGJH

,QDQ\FDVHWKHUHLVDFKDUPLQJSHEEOHEHDFK
WKHUH

$VW\OLVKUHVWSRLQWIRUF\FOLVWVDQGSHGHVWULDQV

)ORRGHGDQGWKULYLQJ

$OLWWOHPHUPDLGZDLWLQJIRUVKLSV
DW6WUDXELQJEDUUDJH

7KLV ULFK FKRLFH DIWHU 0HWWHQ GHSHQGV RQ RQHōV
FRORU SUHIHUHQFH JUD\ JUDYHO RQ WKH OHIW ZKLWH
JUDYHODWWKHZDWHUVLGHRUEURZQLVKGLUWSDWKRQ
WKHWRSRIWKHGDP
11

$QGWKHQMXVWOLNHWKDWDVSOHQGLGSLHFHRIDQDG
KRF DUW DVVHPEOHG E\ VRPH XQNQRZQ WDOHQWHG
KDQG ,Q WKLV PLQLDWXUH (DVWHU ,VODQG VFHQH WKH
WULQLW\ZDWFKHVWKHEOXHGDQXELDQGLVWDQFHV

The Danube banks in
*HUPDQ\ DQG $XVWULD DUH
DOPRVW FRPSOHWHO\ UHLQIRUFHG DW OHDVW E\ SDFNHG
VWRQHV 7KH ƓUVW ELJ UHJXODWLRQ LQ WKLV VHQVH KDSSHQHGDWWKHEHJLQQLQJRI
WKH WK FHQWXU\ WKH QH[W
RQH ZLWK D VLPLODU VFDOH
FDPH DW WKH EHJLQQLQJ RI
WKHWKFHQWXU\,QWKHODVW
WZRGHFDGHVVHULRXVUHSDUDWLRQVDQGXSJUDGHVZHUH
UHSHDWHGDIWHUHDFKRIWKH
ELJŴRRGV

$SSURDFKLQJ
:LQGRUI
WKURXJK DQ LPSUHVVLYH WULXPSKDOJDWH
'RQōWNQRZZKLFKGLVWDQFH
WKLV TXDQWLW\ RI EHHU UHSUHVHQWV DOO WKH ZD\ GRZQ
WRWKH'HOWDRUWKLVLVMXVWD
PLQLPXP IRU DQ XSVWUHDP
ULGH WR WKH VRXUFH RI WKH
'DQXEHQRWRIWKHEHHU "
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1RH[FXVHIRU\RXQJVWHUVLQWKLVIDPLO\
SHGDODOO\RXUVWXIIE\\RXUVHOI\RXQJPDQ

- We were collecting garbage and cleaning the area
yesterday – said Christiane.

Passau: on current with Ms.
Christiane Kotz
It was in a sunny morning when I met my new cyFOLQJ IULHQGV LQ VPDOO EXW FKDUPLQJ :LQGRUI DW WKH
entrance of its island. And the Windorfer Donauinsel
is quite a special one: it is the longest river island in
Germany and is protected due to its special biodiversity.
Christiane was busy with last minute small things before the start of the 40 km long ride – the group was
quite large. So I decided to skip asking something
so weird and meaningless as “do they have Windorfs
RQ FRPSXWHUV WKHUH"Ő7KH PD\RU 0U )UDQ] /DQJHU
wished us a nice day and here we were – on our sadGOHVSHGDOLQJWRZDUGVWKHGLVWDQW3DVVDX

And when you are not cleaning, what do you do?
:H DUH DQ DGPLQLVWUDWLYH RIƓFH UHVSRQVLEOH IRU WKH
ZKROHGLVWULFW2XUPDLQGXW\LVWKHQDWXUHSURWHFWLRQ
WDNLQJFDUHWKDWWKHXUEDQGHYHORSPHQWGRHVQōWHQdanger it. We are also active with landscape design.
7KHUHDUHWKUHHSHUVRQVLQRXURIƓFHUHVSRQVLEOHIRU
these tasks.
What is your role in the DANUBEparksCONNECTED?
We take care mainly about work package 5 – dry
habitats. But it is important to note that the steep
slopes of the Danube in our area are very different
from riparian forests in other parts along the river.
The gorge that we have here between Hofkirchen to
Aschach is almost 90 km long and the part we take
care of is 50 km long. It is different habitat with different characteristics and different way it functions.

What the project brought to you?
Did it changed a bit the way you are viewing your
own experience?
7KURXJKWKHSURMHFWZHGLVFRYHUHGZHDUHQRWVSHFLƓF DQG WKDW RWKHU VLPLODU DUHDV DORQJ WKH 'DQXEH
have same problems that we have. We are now
well connected with the colleagues in other gorgHV GRZQVWUHDP Ŋ :DFKDX LQ *HUPDQ\ 'XQD,SRO\
LQKXQJDU\'MHUGDS1DWLRQDOSDUNLQ6HUELDDQGWKH
Iron gates Nature protected area in Romania (oppoVLWHVLGHIURP'MHUGDS ,SHUVRQDOO\YLVLWHG:DFKDX
'XQD,SRO\DQG'MHUGDS
:H OHDUQHG D ORW DERXW WKHLU H[SHULHQFHV DQG GLIƓculties they face. We see what they do and we also
share our experience with them: the Danube water
GRHVQōWNQRZERUGHUVDQGZHVKRXOGORRNDWWKLQJV
the same way. It also necessary to open the eyes of
SROLWLFLDQVWRKHOSWKHPWRUHDOO\DGRSWWKHIDFWWKDW
VRPHSUREOHPVFDQōWEHVROYHGZLWKLQRQHFRXQWU\
what is needed is an international approach.
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One important result that we produced in the frame
RI WKLV SURMHFW DQG WKURXJK MRLQW ZRUN ZLWK RWKHUV
was a dry habitats map of the complete Danube. It
was big task and huge challenge because different
countries had different quantities and qualities of
DYDLODEOHGDWDXVHGGLIIHUHQWV\VWHPVWRJDWKHUUHcord the data and different formats to view them.
We took what was available and our IT experts
managed to synchronize the data and to turn it into
an universally readable and available database.
For some countries working on this map was also
a great push forward: they established systems of
GDWDJDWKHULQJDQGSURFHVVLQJDQGWKH\ZLOOVHUYH
many future purposes.

What would be a result of your work that gives you
the strongest feeling of a personal pride?
:H DFFRPSOLVKHG WZR SURMHFWV ZLWK 8SSHU $XVWULD
region comprising rivers Danube and Inn. Through
WKLV SURMHFWV ZH WKH GLVWULFW  ZHUH DEOH WR DFWXDOO\
buy 60 hectares of land on the Danube slopes and
25 hectares in the Inn riparian forests. We use that
land now to design different landscape and habitat
DSSURDFKHV DQG WR GHPRQVWUDWH WR RWKHUV ZKDW D
good approach policy should be and what advantages it brings. Based on this we were also able to
convince politicians and other authorities to assign
more money to protect nature in the district and to
support our work.

Is there any resistance?
Not if we speak of steep slopes which are not attracWLYH IRU GHYHORSPHQW FRQVWUXFWLRQ HWF %XW LQ RWKHU
areas there is sometimes friction when it comes to
SUHYHQWLQJ SHRSOH IURP EXLOGLQJ REMHFWV RU IURP
using land on a harmful way. Fortunately there are
much more nice moments like our ride today and
such things give a us a full satisfaction :)
At the end: how does it come that you know almost
every small side path that we pass?
:HOO,DPLQWKHRIƓFHVLQFH
But there are many people who work on similar
jobs and they doesn’t seem to know all trails and
hidden corners of an area they are supposed to take
care of?
,DPDQHQWKXVLDVWDWWKHƓUVWSODFHVR,VSHQGDORWRI
time in nature – smiles Christiane.
The Danube stretch from Passau to Jochenstein is
RQHRI*HUPDQ\ōVPRVWLPSRUWDQWDQGPRVWSURWHFWed areas. The steep valley slopes are since 1986. a
nature reserve and since 2003. they are included in
Europe-wide important system “Natura 2000 Protected Area” (Fauna-Flora-Habitat area).
The most valuable element in the zone is the unique
UHSWLOHIDXQD7KHUHDUHVHYHQVSHFLHVRIUHSWLOHVLQcluding the largest and most beautiful reptiles of Germany: the green lizard and the aesculapian snake.
+RZHYHUWKHQDWXUHUHVHUYHLVDOVRYHU\ULFKLQRWKHU
VSHFLHVDQGDYDOXDEOHUHIXJHIRUEXWWHUŴLHVEHHWOHV
wild bees and many other animal groups. It is home
WRDGLYHUVHŴRUDDQGDIDVFLQDWLQJYDULHW\RIPXVKrooms. Already extinct species were rediscovered in
these valley slopes again and even completely new
species for the whole Bavaria and Germany.
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The uniqueness of the area is the result of several
IDFWRUVDWWKHƓUVWSODFHWKH'DQXEHDVWKH(XURSHDQPLJUDWRU\D[LVDQGUHVSRQVLEOHIRUWKHH[FKDQJH
of animal and plant species between East and West.
6HFRQGO\ VRXWKHUQ H[SRVHG VORSHV RI WKH QDUURZ
deep valley are also in contact with the zone of the
%DYDULDQ IRUHVWV $V D UHVXOW YHU\ GLIIHUHQW VLWHV DUH
created with communities that are very special combination of different regions of Europe.
And we reached the Jochenstein power plant and
WKH+RXVH$P6WURPŊWKHƓQDOSRLQWRIRXUF\FOLQJ
program.
But it was not the end yet: we boarded a bus that
WRRNXVKLJKDERYH'DQXEHWKHQZDONHGWRWKHYLHZ
point Ebenstein (513 m above sea level)

The DANUBEPARKS and the cooperation of the
“Danube Canyons”

The “Haus am Strom”
The environmental station Haus am Strom is positioned right at the left end of the Jochenstein dam.
Its name is a little play of words: „strom“ means river
current but also an electrical current.
7KHVWDWLRQLVRUJDQL]HGDVDQRQSURƓW*PE+bDQGLV
recognized by the Ministry of the Environment as an
HQYLURQPHQWDOVWDWLRQb
- Our central task is environmental education: sensitizing and motivating visitors to deal with the environment and nature with care - says Raymond
.QHLGLQJHUWKHPDQDJLQJ'LUHFWRUDQG'HSXW\'LVtrict Administrator in the district of Passau.
But what we as a visitors should know is that the
House is full of genial ways to teach and illustrate
SURFHVVHV LQ WKH QDWXUH DQG WKH ZD\ KXPDQV LQŴXence them. So visit is a must.

The Danube is a green line for biodiversity and its
protected areas preserve the most valuable sites –
they are crucial zones for the long-term preservation
of the rich biodiversity and natural heritage.
DANUBEPARKS – The Danube River network of Protected Areas - has been working for 10 years now on
DKDUPRQL]HGDQGXQLƓHGDSSURDFKIRUQDWXUHFRQservation along the Danube. The Danube Canyons
are its long time important partners within this network.
Danube canyons stand for the need of cross-border
cooperation and sharing experience and activities
between countries and regions – they should not
stand for separation but cooperation.
The intention to share the know-how and good pracWLFHUHVXOWHGLQDVKDUHGSURMHFWDFWLYLW\LQWKHIUDPH
of DANUBEparksCONNECTED – a Danube-wide
SURMHFWRQWKHƓHOGRIHFRORJLFDOQHWZRUNVFRIXQGed by the EU Interreg Danube Transnational Programme.

“Chaos, catastrophe, deluge, sinking... That’s how
man expresses this natural happening. These words
UHŴHFW RXU SHUFHSWLRQ RI WKH GHVWUXFWLYH SRZHU RI
D ELJ ŴRRG %XW WKH 1DWXUH KDV OHDUQHG WR OLYH ZLWK
WKHVH ŏFDWDVWURSKHVŐ  FRPPXQLWLHV RI ULYHUV DQG
ŴRRGSODLQVDUHYLWDOHQRXJKWRVXUYLYHVXFKSURFHVVHV RI SXULƓFDWLRQ DQG UHQHZDO LQ WKH JUHDW F\FOH RI
EHFRPLQJDQGSDVVLQJDZD\:HFDQOHDUQIURPWKH
1DWXUHKRZWRGHDOZLWKWKHVHHOHPHQWDOIRUFHVZLWKRXWEHLQJH[SRVHGWRWKHLUGHVWUXFWLYHVLGH7KHPRVW
LPSRUWDQWVWHSLVŏDVWHSEDFNŏWRJLYHWKHULYHUPRUH
VSDFHDJDLQLQLWVYHU\RZQDUHDŐ
$QVZHUTXHVWLRQVLQWKLVTXL]DERXWVDYLQJKRPHHQHUJ\E\SXWWLQJWKHSOXJLQWRWKHULJKWVRFNHW
+HUH\RXFDQWXUQWKHZKHHOWRVHHWKHFRQVHTXHQFHV
RIXVLQJZDWHUIRU\RXUQHHGV
)RUWKHHYHU\GD\WKLQJVOLNHVKRZHUVZDVKLQJFOHDQLQJ FRRNLQJ DQG WRLOHW ZH DOUHDG\ FRQVXPH DOPRVW
OLWHUVRIZDWHUHYHU\GD\%XWHYHQPRUHVWULNLQJLV
our “hidden” consumption – the water used to produce
RXU FRQVXPHU JRRGV:KHQ WDNLQJ WKLV LQWR DFFRXQW
WKHFRQVXPSWLRQDPRXQWVWRDQXQEHOLHYDEOHVXPRI
OLWHUVSHUGD\IRUHYHU\*HUPDQFRQVXPHU
6HHDJUHDWVKRUWPRYLHVKRZLQJKRZWKH'DQXEHEHFDPH'DQXEH
$QGFKHFNZRXOG\RXEHDEOHWROHLVXUHO\ZDONWKURXJK
WKHVSDFHRFFXSLHGWRGD\E\3DVVDXRU9LHQQDř

Even the elevator here is unique: it is the only one in
the world that works on river water – more or less the
same way the typical lock work when transporting
ships from one side of the dam to the other. Some of
my other favorites:

0D\EHWKHEHVWJDPHRIWKHH[KLELWLRQWKLVLVDSODWH
with holes representing dangers that certain species
HQFRXQWHURQWKHLUPLJUDWRU\ZD\
7KLVRQHLVDERXWƓVKPRYHDQGLQFOLQHWKHSODWHWU\LQJWREULQJWKHEDOO DƓVK WRWKH3DVVDXSURWHFWHG
]RQH SDVVLQJ KROHV PDUNHG DV ŏLOOHJDO ƓVKLQJŐ ŏVHD
pollution”, “toxic wastewater” and others.

3XPS WKH ZDWHU WR VHH WKH KHLJKW RI D FDWDVWURSKLF
ŴRRG%XWWKHWH[WDWWKLVPRGHOVD\VVRPHWKLQJUHDOO\
worth thinking about:

(YHQWKHWRLOHWLVDFKDQFHWROHDUQVRPHWKLQJř7KH
WKHPHKHUHLVRIIFRXUVHZDVWHZDWHUSURFHVVLQJLQD
sewage treatment plant.
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A very sedimental talk with
Mr. Gerald Zauner.
Plus: an ecological fairy-tale
that turned to reality.
Next day after Hause am Strom I returned to Engelhartszell to meet a person recommended by Christiane and I was really happy that I did that: during the
WDONZLWKDƓVKHFRORJLVW','U*HUDOG=DXQHU,ZDV
probably barely blinking my eyes – that interesting
was what he had to say.
$IWHU ZRUNLQJ RQ 8QLYHUVLW\ 9LHQQD IRU  \HDUV KH
decided to take advanced control of his dreams and
LQLWLDWLYHV ,Q KLV ELUWKSODFH (QJHOKDUWV]HOO KH HVtablished the company ezb / TB Zauner GmbH that
specialized in working on and revitalization of big
rivers like the Danube or Inn. They make concepts
WR LPSURYH WKH HFRORJLFDO VLWXDWLRQ WKHQ VXJJHVW
VROXWLRQVWRWKHVWDWHORFDOJRYHUQPHQWVDQGSRZHU
SODQWVKHOSLQJWKHFRXQWU\WRPHHWJXLGHOLQHVIURP
WKHŏ(8ZDWHUIUDPHZRUNŐDGRFXPHQWWKDWGHƓQHV
related obligations for the EU members.
:KDW LV LW WKDW ZKDW PDNHV \RX PRVW VDWLVƓHG DIWHU
all this time?
%DFNLQWKHVZHVWDUWHGWKHƓUVWSURMHFWDQGUHVHDUFK
LQ(QJHOKDUWV]HOO,WKDVEHHQDORQJMRXUQH\QRZORQJ
HQRXJKWRVHHDQGFRQƓUPWKHJRRGUHVXOWV
2QHUHVXOWRIRXUZRUNLVDORWRIVLGHDUPVLQWKH:DFKDX DUHD Ŋ ZKDW RQH FDQ VHH WRGD\ ZKLOH ZDWFKLQJ
WKH*RRJOH(DUWKLPDJHVLVDFWXDOO\DFRQWLQXRXV
NPORQJ]RQHWKHUHFRPSOHWHO\FKDQJHGE\PHDVXUHments in the past..
6HYHUDO \HDUV ORQJ FRQVWUXFWLRQ RI D ƓVK SDVVDJH
$VFKDFN:LOKHULQJ HQGHG LQ   :LWK WKH OHQJWK
RINPLWLVWKHORQJHVWLQWKH(8DQGPLJKWEHWKH
longest in the world as well.

:LWKRQH$XWRFKWKRQRXV$FLSHQVHUUXWKHQXV
'DQXEHVWXUJHRQ IURP(QJHOKDUWV]HOO
SKRWR*=DXQHU 
But there is still a lot more to do?
+DELWDW VLWXDWLRQ RI WKH 'DQXEH LV QRW JRRG ,W LV D
KLJKO\ UHJXODWHG ULYHU DQG PRVWO\ QRW D IUHHŴRZLQJ
RQH ,Q $XVWULD WKHUH DUH RQO\ WZR IUHHŴRZLQJ VHFWLRQV  NP ORQJ :DFKDX SDUW  NP IURP SRZHU
SODQW0HONDQGNPPRUHIURP.UHPV DQGNP
ORQJ SDUW HDVW RI 9LHQQD H ZKHUH WKH ODVW SRZHU
SODQWLQ$XVWULDLV 
At Jochenstein power plant (where the Haus am
6WURP LV  WKH KHLJKW GLIIHUHQFH EHWZHHQ XSVWUHDP
and downstream side is ten meters. And there are
WHQRWKHUSRZHUSODQWVDORQJWKH'DQXEHLQ$XVWULD
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7KHQWKHKXJH*DEÏLNRYRGDPLQ6ORYDNLDLQŴXHQFHV
WKHŴRZIRUDOPRVWNPXSVWUHDPDOOWKHZD\WRWKH
PRXWKRI0RUDYD5LYHUNPEHIRUH%UDWLVODYD

So Danube’s slavery in a glance looks like this:
• Austria has 10 power plants;
• 7KHQWKHUHLV*DEÏLNRYRGDPLQ6ORYDNLD
• 7KHQWKHUHDUHSRZHUSODQWV,URQ*DWHDQG
shared between Serbia and Romania.

,WLVLQWHUHVWLQJWKDW+XQJDU\GRHVQRWKDYHDQ\SRZHUSODQWVRQWKH'DQXEH7KH\DOPRVWƓQLVKHGRQHLQ
90s but then abandoned it due to strong public opSRVLWLRQDQGPD\EHDOVRGXHWRODFNRIIXQGV +XQJDU\ZDVQōWDQ(8PHPEHUDWWKDWWLPH 
What about Germany?
Some small power plants, but it is also a small and
NLQGRIGLIIHUHQWULYHUWKHUHWRRř7KH'DQXEHEHIRUH
3DVVDXE\LWVFKDUDFWHULVWLFV WHPSHUDWXUHŴRUD DFWXDOO\ORRNVPRUHOLNHWKH,QQ7KLVLVXQGHUVWDQGDEOH
LIZHQRZWKDWWKH'DQXEHGLVFKDUJHEHIRUHWKH,QQ
HQWUDQFH LV  PVHF 7KH GLVFKDUJH RI WKH ,QQ LV
770 mVHF7KDWōVKRZWKH'DQXEHFRPHVWRDGLVFKDUJHRIPVHF /DWHULQ9LHQQDLWZLOOJHWWR
1920 mVHF
At this point we could get into doubt about
which is the main river and which is a tributary
here. But although the Inn has a greater average
ŴRZ WKDQ WKH 'DQXEH ZKHQ WKH\ FRQYHUJH LQ
3DVVDXWKH'DQXEHKDVDJUHDWHUOHQJWKGUDLQV
a larger surface area and has a more consistent
ŴRZŊWKDWLVZK\WKH,QQLVFRQVLGHUHGDWULEXWDU\
RIWKH'DQXEHDQGQRWWKHRSSRVLWH 7KH,QQLV
thus the only river originating in Switzerland that
HQGVLQWKH%ODFN6HDYLDWKH'DQXEH 
+RZGRZHGHWHUPLQHVWDUWDQGHQGRIDIUHHŴRZLQJ
section?
7KH VWDUWLQJ SRLQW LV ZKHUH WKH LQŴXHQFH RI DQ XSstream impoundment ends. That would be a place
ZKHUHWKHULYHUZDWHULVEDFNWRLWVQDWXUDOOHYHOWKH
RQHLWZRXOGKDYHLIWKHUHZDVQRLPSRXQGPHQW$QG
HQGRIDIUHHŴRZLQJVHFWLRQLVRIIFRXUVHDWWKHQH[W
power plant downstream.

How and when the Danube in Austria got captured
that much and turned to… a slave?
3RZHU SODQW -RFKHQVWHLQ ZDV WKH ƓUVW RQH WKDW ZDV
EXLOW ,W ZDV DIWHU :: ,, IURP  WR  )RXU
\HDUVODWHUFDPHQH[WRQHWKHQHYHQPRUHRIWKHP
WHQLQWRWDO7KHODVWRQHZDVEXLOWLQ9LHQQDLQ
$UH WKHUH FRQVHTXHQFHV" $ UHYHQJH RI WKH WLHG ULYHU"7RGLVFRYHUWKDWZHVKRXOGƓUVWOHDUQVRPHWKLQJ
DERXWWKHVWXIIWKDWWKH'DQXEHFKHZVDOOWKHWLPH
7KHUH DUH WZR W\SHV RI VHGLPHQW WKH ƓQH VHGLPHQW
 PRVWO\ ƓQH VDQG  FRPHV PDLQO\ IURP JODFLHUV LQ
WKH $OSV WKH\ JULQG DQG PLOO URFNV DQG VWRQHV LQWR
ƓQHSDUWLFOHVSOXVWKH$OSLQHULYHUVKDYHELJIDOODQG
VSHHG7KLUW\PLOOLJUDPVSHUOLWHULVKRZPXFKRILWLV
WUDQVSRUWHGIURPWKH$OSVQRZZLWKDWRWDORIPLOOLRQPSHU\HDU%XWLQWKHSDVWLWGLGQōWVWD\
7RGD\-RFKHQVWHLQLVWKHƓUVWSRZHUSODQWRQWKHZD\
DQG LW VWRSV PRVW RI WKH ƓQH VHGLPHQW ,W LV DFWXDOO\
EHLQJGHSRVLWHGLQWKHXSSHUŴRZRIWKHULYHUDOOWKH
WLPHIURPDQGWKHWRWDOTXDQWLW\LVHVWLPDWHGWR
be - 25 million m.
7KHƓUVWVROXWLRQWRJHWULGRILWZDVWRGLJLWDQGWRGHSRVLWLWRQWKHEDQNVEXWWKDWRIIFRXUVHZDVDGHDG
HQG'XULQJELJŴRRGVDQGH[WUHPHKLJKŴRZVWKHVH
GHSRVLWVDUHŴXVKHGDZD\ZHRQFHORVWPLOOLRQP
GXULQJ MXVW RQH ŴRRG 7KLV PDWHULDO HQGV RQ DUDEOH
FXOWLYDEOHODQGLQOD\HUVWKDWFDQEHXSWRPWKLFN
And then?
$QGWKHQ\RXEULQJPDFKLQHVDQGSHUIRUPDJLJDQWLF
WDVNRIUHPRYLQJWKDWVWXIIIURPƓHOGVWRPDNHWKHP
usable again.
There is one more type of the sediment…
The original roughVHGLPHQWRIWKH'DQXEHLVDpebbleZLWKVL]HRIDƓVW,WXVHGWRFRPHIURPWULEXWDULHV
PRVWO\IURP,QQDQGLQWKHSDVWWKH'DQXEHWUDQVSRUWed app. 400,000 mRIWKDWW\SHSHU\HDU%XWWKH,QQ
LVDOVRWRWDOO\LPSRXQGHGWRGD\ WKHUHDUHƓYHSRZ18

HU SODQWV WKHUH QRZ  DQG RWKHU LPSRUWDQW WULEXWDULHV
KDYHVLPLODUGHVWLQ\VRWKHSHEEOHVXSSO\VWRSSHG
$WWKHVDPHWLPHWKH'DQXEHG\QDPLFVLVWKHVDPHDV
LWDOZD\VZDVHVSHFLDOO\LQIUHHŴRZLQJDUHDVZDWHU
VSHHG LHHQHUJ\ LVKLJKDQGLWPRYHVGRZQVWUHDP
WKHSHEEOHWKDWLVVWLOOLQWKHEHG%XWWRGD\WKHUHLVQR
FRPSHQVDWLRQ IRU WKDW WUDQVSRUWHG PDWHULDO DQG WKH
FRQVHTXHQFHLVWKDWWKHULYHULVDFWXDOO\GLJJLQJLWVHOI
LQWRLWVEHG6RWKHZDWHUOHYHOVLQNVW\SLFDOO\FP
SHU\HDU
You mentioned a specter of unexpected problems
that come to existence since the river got heavily impounded. Can you illustrate some of them?
$QLQWHUHVWLQJSKHQRPHQRQIRUH[DPSOHLVWKDWGXULQJH[WUHPHŴRRGLQJWKHSHEEOHLQWKH$VFKDFKLPSRXQGPHQWKDVEHHQWUDQVSRUWHGIURPWKHXSSHUWR
WKHPLGGOHSDUW 7KHZDWHUHQHUJ\LVQRWKLJKHQRXJK
WR PRYH LW PRUH WRZDUGV WKH HQG RI WKH LPSRXQGPHQW  7KDW GHSRVLW ZDV SXVKLQJ WKH ZDWHU OHYHO
DERYHWKHDOORZHGOLPLWDQGWKDWōVZK\WZLFHVRIDULQ
DQGDJDLQLQLWKDGWREHH[FDYDWHG DOO
together 750,000 m DQGPRYHGřEDFNWRWKHXSSHUSDUW([SHQVHVZHUHFRYHUHGE\WKHSRZHUSODQW
An interesting game it is… Is there more?
7KHVHGLPHQWDWLRQLVDFRQVWDQWSURFHVVLQWKH'DQXEH ŴRZ EXW RQFH WKDW VHGLPHQW JHWV LQWR ULSDULDQ
IRUHVWVDVZHOO W\SLFDOO\GXULQJKLJKZDWHUOHYHOV WKH
ULYHULVQRWVWURQJHQRXJKWRODWHUŴXVKLWRXWRIWKH
IRUHVWV
Sedimentation without transportation – that brings
SUREOHPV (VSHFLDOO\ DIWHU 9LHQQD WKH VRLO EHFRPHV
KLJKHUDQGKLJKHUDIWHUHYHU\ŴRRGLQJ%XWWKHRULJLQDO IRUHVW KDELWDW WKHUH LV FKDUDFWHUL]HG E\ D VPDOO
OHYHOGLIIHUHQFHEHWZHHQVRLODQGZDWHUZKLOHW\SLFDO
SODQWVKDYHVKDOORZURRWV:KHQWKDWGLIIHUHQFHVWDUWV
to increase the original plants disappear and get reSODFHGE\QHZXQW\SLFDORQHV
***

And then, almost at the end of the conversation and almost by chance, this jumped out
and delighted me the most: an ecological fairytale that became reality.
,QRQHFRPSDQ\ZDVDERXWWRƓOOXSSDUWVRI
the Linz harbor to increase its useful area. The operation was planned to last until 2013. But Gerald had
a concept to propose to the Upper Austria government: the contractor should provide some kind of
compensation for the area of the river he will turn
into the land.
7KH LGHD FDPH IURP ROG PDSV VKRZLQJ D MDJJHG
coastline at a certain zone upstream from Linz inVWHDGRIWKHVLPSOHFRQWLQXRXVSUHVHQWGD\EDQNV
reinforced by stones. The contractor should make a
VLGHDUPDQGDQLVODQGFRQYHUWLQJWKHDUHDLQWRWKH
former state.
7KH FRPSDQ\ ƓHUFHO\ RSSRVHG WKH FRQFHSW VWDWing that it would make expenses much higher. At
WKHVDPHWLPHWKH\SODQQHGWREX\ƓOOLQJPDWHULDO
somewhere else and to transport it to the harbor by
 WUXFN ULGHV WKURXJK WKH KHDY\ /LQ] WUDIƓF 
WKH'DQXEHGLGQōWH[LVWLQWKHLUSODQVDWDOOH[FHSW
as “the water in the harbor”.
But by using the excavated material from island/sidearm area (and that material was not only free but
also of higher quality comparing to the one they
planned to buy) and transporting it by river to the
KDUERU WKH SURMHFW SULFH DFWXDOO\ JRW  ORZHU WKDQ
SURMHFWHG
At the same time the Danube got better bank conƓJXUDWLRQ WKH WHUUDLQ ZDV ORZHUHG E\  P RQ DQ
area of 16 hectares to make the island (its top is 3m
lower than the landscape before) and by 10 m to
make the sidearm.

7KHPDSVKRZVƓOOHGXS]RQHVLQWKH/LQ]KDUERU
UHG DQGWKHQHZLVODQG JUHHQ
And they all lived happily after all. While the story
VKRZV WKDW DW OHDVW VRPHWLPHV EXVLQHVVGHYHORSment and ecology can be reconciled. Thank you Mr.
Zauner.:)
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PS
,I\RXDVNPH*HUDOGFDQEHDOVR
SURXGRIKRZKHƓ[HGP\JODVVHV
ZKLOHZHZHUHWDONLQJWKH'DQXEH
VWXII , HYHQ QRWHG WKDW ZLWK WKLV
VPDOODQWHQQD:L)LUHFHSWLRQRI
P\SKRQHLPSURYHGE\

ClickMix: Jochenstein – Linz

,FRPHIURPDFRXQWU\ZKHUHZHDWƓUVWFRXOGWUDYHOWKHZRUOGZLWKRXWDYLVDOLNHDOPRVWQRRQHHOVH$QGWKHQ
WKHUHZDVDWLPHZKHQZHFRXOGQōWWUDYHODQ\ZKHUHZLWKRXW KDUGWRJHW YLVD6R,OHDUQHGWRDSSUHFLDWHHYHU\
FURVVLQJRIDERUGHUHYHQLILWZDVDVV\PEROLFDVWKLVRQH,WLVEHDXWLIXODQGLPSRUWDQWWRFURVVERUGHUV
easily as if they do not exist. It is a natural right that we acquire by birth and that we carry through our whole
OLIHUHJDUGOHVVRIZKHWKHURWKHUVUHVSHFWLWRUQRW,WLVSDUWRIRXUGLJQLW\WKHPHDVXUHRIRXUKXPDQLW\
$QGZKHUHLWFRXOGIHHOVWURQJHUWKDQDORQJDPLJKW\ULYHUWKDWMXVWŴRZVDQGŴRZVPLQGVLWVRZQEXVLQHVV
DQGGRHVQRWFDUHDERXWKXPDQSDVVLRQIRULQYLVLEOHOLQHV",ZDQWWRŴRZOLNHWKDW%XWLQVWHDGRIGLYHUJLQJLQ
DVHDDIWHUSDVVLQJWKLVERDUG,ZLOOIHHODELWPRUHFRPSDFWDELWPRUHKXPDQ

*RRGE\H*HUPDQ\KHOOR$XVWULD
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7DNHFDUHQHYHUHYHUEHERULQJ(YHQZKHQSDFNLQJƓUHZRRG
0RVWSHRSOHIDLOULJKWRQWKLVWDVN

7KHQDUURZURDGURFNVDQGWUHHVDUHNQLWWHGMXVWIRU\RX

%HLQJMXVWSODLQEHDXWLIXOQRRWKHUSODQVRUDPELWLRQV
21

/LQ]OHYHOHGE\ORQJVKDGRZV
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ClickMix: Linz – Melk

6ZDQVIHHGLQJKXPDQV

Love, but without kisses
%RWKLQ*HUPDQ\DQG$XVWULDWKH'DQXEHWRZQV
KLGHEHKLQGZDOOVDJDLQ7KHGLIIHUHQFHWRPHGLHYDOWLPHVLVWKDWWKHPRGHUQFRQFUHWHZDOOVGRQRW
SURWHFWIURPDUPLHVRUUREEHUVLWLVWKHEHORYHG
DQGVXQJULYHUZKRQRZDGD\VHQGVRQWKHWRSRI
WKHXQZDQWHGYLVLWRUVOLVW,QRWKHUZRUGVZHORYH
\RXEXWVWD\ZKHUH\RXDUH

7KLVYDLQIDFDGHRIWKHFKDOHW:HGOLQWKHWRZQRI
0DXWKDXVHQGHPDQGVSDVVLRQDWHDWWHQWLRQIURP
SDVVHUVE\

7KLVODQGVFDSHLVKRZHYHUPRGHVW
$VLOHQWJUHHQƓHOG2QO\WZRKHVLWDQWWUHHV LVLWVSULQJVKRXOGZHEORRP"LVLWDXWXPQVKRXOGZHOHWWKH
OHDYHVJR"RUVKRXOGZHGRERWK" $URDGWKDWEDUHO\GDUHVWRVZHUYH3HUIHFWLRQLQPLQLPDOLVP
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)RUWLƓHGFLWLHVDVLWZDVDOZD\VWKHFDVHWKH\FDQFORVHWKHLUHQWUDQFHVDV
IDVWDVDVQDLOSXOOLQJLQWRKLVKRXVH

,Q IURQW RI WKH 3UDJVWHLQ FDVWOH 0DXWKDXVHQ  RQO\ PHWDO
SODWHVGLVFORVHWKDWLW
LVQRWMXVWDQRUGLQDU\
F\FOLQJSDWKLIQHFHVVDU\DZDOOZLOODSSHDUKHUHLQQRWLPH
7RZQV DQG YLOODJHV
VRPHWLPHV DOPRVW
VHHP WR FRPSHWH
ZKRZLOOEHWWHUSUHVHQWELJŴRRGV

$QG0HONōVŏŴRRGGLVSOD\ŐFHUWDLQO\EHORQJVWRPRUHRULJLQDORQHV
$VWKHWRSSODWHVKRZVWKHELJJHVWUHFRUGHGŴRRGKDSSHQHGLQ
0DFKODQGGDP
7KHODUJHVWŴRRGSURWHFWLRQSURMHFWRI$XVWULDVWDUWHGDIWHUWKHŴRRGFDWDVWURSKH
LQ,WZDVƓQLVKHGLQZLWKWKHWRWDOFRVWRIDURXQGPLOOLRQHXU$WD
OHQJWKRINPWKH0DFKODQGGDPSURWHFWVKRXVHVDQGPRUHWKDQ
LQKDELWDQWV EHWZHHQ 0DXWKDXVHQ DQG 6W 1LNROD DQ GHU 'RQDX ,Q DGGLWLRQ WR
GDPVDQGPRELOHSURWHFWLYHHOHPHQWVWKHV\VWHPDOVRLQFOXGHVDQDERXWNP
ORQJŴRRGEDVLQ DŏVDIHW\YDOYHŐZKLFKLVRQO\ŴRZHGWKURXJKDWODUJHŴRRG 

:K\ DOO WKLV FDXWLRQ DQG VXVSLFLRQ" 2QH DQVZHU LV IRU H[DPSOH WKH EOXH
PDUNDERYHVKRZLQJZDWHUOHYHOGXULQJWKHŴRRGRILQ$XVWULDQWRZQ
/DELQJ
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7KHRQO\ŴRRGKHUHKDVZKLWHFRORU

5DIWLQJRQWKH'DQXEH"
,QVPDOOWRZQ$X,VDZLQIRERDUGVZLWKROGSKRWRVOLNHWKHVH

5DIWLQJ RQ WKH 'DQXEH DFWXDOO\ KDG JORULRXV SDVW WKDW VWDUWHG LQ  ZKHQ IRUHVWU\ HQJLQHHU -RVHI
5RVHQDXHUFRPHWRDQLGHDWRWUDQVSRUWZRRGIURPWKH%RKHPLDQ)RUHVWWR9LHQQD WKHFDSLWDOZDVUDSLGO\
JURZLQJDWWKDWWLPHDQGƓUHZRRGZDVDOZD\VVFDUFH YLD*UR¡H0¾KODQRURJUDSKLFOHIWWULEXWDU\RIWKH
'DQXEHDQGWKHQ'DQXEHLWVHOI
+HUHLQ$XZDVRQHELJUDIWLQJKDUERUEXWWKHJRDORIWKHVHUDIWHUVZDVPDLQO\&VHSHOLVODQGLQ%XGDSHVW
RUŏ:HDQDŐZRRGGHSRW7KHWRWDODPRXQWRIWUDQVSRUWHGZRRGZDVFXELFPHWHUVSHU\HDU
5DIWVZHUHRIWHQPDGHLQMXVWRQHGD\DQGZHUHDSSURSULDWHO\FDOOHGŏ3HVWHUVŐRUŏ:HDQDŐ2QHŏ3HVWHUŐ
FRQWDLQHGDERXWFXELFPHWHUVRIZRRGZDVPORQJDQGPZLGHDQGKDGDKXWWKDWFRXOG
DFFRPPRGDWHFUHZRISHRSOH7RJHWKHUZLWKDKXJHWUDYHOOLQJŏLVODQGŐRIZRRGWKDWLWZDVFRQWUROOLQJLWZRXOGUHDFK&VHSHOLQGD\VLIHYHU\WKLQJZDVƓQH
$IRUHVWEHZLWFKHGE\PLVWOHWRH

5DIWLQJODVWHGPRUHWKDQ\HDUVDQGHQGHGLQWKHIRUWLHVRIWKHODVWFHQWXU\ZKHQLWORVWSDFHZLWK
PRGHUQPHDQVRIWUDQVSRUWDWLRQ
25

<HVF\FOLQJLVEHDXWLIXO

3ORZLQJVKDGRZV

7KHJHRPHWU\RIDVXQVHW

$ VXUSULVH WKH P\VWHULRXV WVFKHU 0RXQWDLQ
QRQFKDODQWO\ZDONVLWVVQRZVDFURVVWKHYLHZ

7KHSDQRUDPDRI*UHLQ

7KHSDQRUDPDRI6WUXGHQ

7KURXJKWKHORFN
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$SSURDFKLQJ0HON
)URPWKHRSSRVLWHEDQNLWORRNVOLNHMXVWDODUJHIRUHVWZLWKWKHDEEH\DVWKHRQO\PDQPDGHVWUXFWXUH
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%HQHGLFWLQHDEEH\ 6WLIW 0HONVLWVRQDKLOORYHUORRNLQJ WKH WRZQ DQG WKH ULYHU VLQFH  EXW
ZDVGHVWUR\HGLQƓUHLQ
7KHEXLOGLQJWKDWZHVHHWRGD\LVDQWKFHQWXU\
UHEXLOGLQWKH%DURTXHVW\OH
7KHDEEH\LVD81(6&2:RUOG+HULWDJH6LWHIDPRXVIRULWVIUHVFRHVDQGOLEUDU\

Protected area of
the Wachau valley
The name “Wachau” sounds big and deep - with its
right mix of vowels and consonants it resonates far and
ZLGH%XWLWDFWXDOO\PDUNVDVKRUWNLORPHWHUORQJ
stretch of the Danube located midway between the
towns of Melk and Krems: from Spitz to Loiben on the
OHIW EDQN DQG IURP 2EHUDUQVGRUI WR 0DXWHUQ RQ WKH
right one. It is one of the most prominent tourist destinations of Lower Austria. The touristic formula of Wachau is simple and clear but hard to beat: picturesque
landscape + historic villages + wine making tradition.

PHDGRZVQDWXUDOIRUHVWVYLQHWHUUDFHVDQGRUFKDUGV
*HRORJLFDO FOLPDWLF DQG ODQGVFDSH GLYHUVLW\ LV UHŴHFWHGLQDVSHFLHVULFKŴRUDDQGIDXQD7KHGLIIHUHQW
habitats are refuges for 300 plant species - among
them 30 different types of orchids. Rare species of
ELUGV VXFK DV SHUHJULQH IDOFRQ EODFN VWRUN HDJOH
RZONLQJƓVKHUDQGKRRSRHFDQEHVHHQVHDHDJOHV
DUH UHJXODU JXHVWV7KHQ WKHUH DUH EHDYHUV  VSHcies of grasshoppers and emerald lizard - the heraldic animal of the Wachau - which inhabits traditional
dry stone walls of the vineyards.

/HWōV DGG WR WKLV WKDW WKH 'DQXEH ŴRZV IUHH RQ WKLV
VWUHWFK Ŋ WKHUH LV QR LQŴXHQFH RI SRZHU SODQW GDPV
here. There are numerous gravel islands and banks
DQGVXFKVWUXFWXUHVWRJHWKHUZLWKWKHROGDQGUHYLWDOL]HGDUPVWULEXWDULHVSURPRWHWKHULFKƓVKSRSXODWLRQZLWKRYHUVSHFLHV5HPDLQVRIQDWXUDOŴRRGSODLQV ZLWK ŴDW ULSDULDQ IRUHVWV ZLWK VRIWZRRG SDUWV
of white willow trees and precious (endangered
WKURXJKRXW (XURSH  EODFN SRSODUV DFFRPPRGDWH
PRUH WKDQ  VSHFLHV RI ELUGV UDUH EDWV DQG GHDGwood beetles.

Inscribed as “Wachau Cultural Landscape” due to its
DUFKLWHFWXUDODQGDJULFXOWXUDOKLVWRU\GXHWRLWVYLQH\DUG ZDOOV DUFKLWHFWXUH WKH .UHPV PRQDVWHU\ř WKH
UHJLRQLVRQWKHb81(6&2/LVWRI:RUOG+HULWDJH6LWHV
since year of 2000. The area was inhabited even during the Upper Paleolithic or “Old Stone Age”. The faPRXVő9HQXVRI:LOOHQGRUIŐƓJXUHGLVFRYHUHGRQWKH
EDQNVRIWKH'DQXEHZDVFDUYHGVRPH\HDUV
DJRDQGUHSUHVHQWVRQHRIWKHHDUOLHVWLPDJHVRIWKH
body made by human hand.
And Wachau also means slopes. Steep ones. Here
WKHPRXQWDLQVULVHULJKWDERYHWKH'DQXEHIRUPLQJ
a narrow valley between Krems and Melk. Steepness
LVDFKDUDFWHUGHWHUPLQLQJIHDWXUHRIWKHUHOLHIVWHHSQHVVSHUPHDWHWKHZD\RIOLIH9LQH\DUGVRI:DFKDX
are steep ones. Pastures are steep. Paths are steep.
(YHQSHRSOHRI:DFKDXDUHVWHHS :KDWVWHHS"7KH\
are completely vertical :)
What is important to bear in mind in order to underVWDQG WKH JUHDW QDWXUH FRQVHUYDWLRQ VLJQLƓFDQFH RI
WKH:DFKDX",WLVWKHFRH[LVWHQFHRIULYHUODQGVFDSH
dry grasslands (or “burnings” as mentioned in the
SUHYLRXVUHSRUWVRUŏ%UHQQHQŐLQ*HUPDQ KLOOVLGH

1RELF\FOHZDVQRWRIXVHKHUH
$QGQRELF\FOHWRROZDVRIXVHKHUHHLWKHU,JRWLQVWHDGDSDLURIELJFXWWHUVOLNHWKHVHRQWKHSKRWRV
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Touching carefully all the legacy and balancing its
role and place in this touristy and wine micro uniYHUVHDWHDPIURP/($'(55HJLRQ:DFKDX'XQNHOVWHLQHUZDOGRIƓFHFRYHUVDZLGHUDQJHRIH[SHULHQFH
and specialist areas for the manifold tasks of regional
cooperation. They will be my hosts today and I met
them in front of their space located in the castle
above idyllic tiny town-village Spitz: Mag. Hannes
6HHKRIHULVDQSURMHFWPDQDJHURIQDWXUHFRQVHUYDWLRQZKRZRUNVLQWKHRIƓFHVLQFHDQG'OLQ(OLVD
Besenbäck is here since 2016.
There is also a whole nice group of local nature lovers that will do some useful work on one of the protected burnings. But as this is an area of steep DanXEHVORSHVZHZLOOKDYHWRJRKLJKDERYHWKHULYHUWR
ƓQGRQHŊWKDWZDVGLIIHUHQWIURPP\SUHYLRXVYLVLWVWR
burnings in Germany and Austria.
”In other zones there is usually one type of protection. But this region is not only about the nature - it is
an indivisible combination of nature and man-made
FXOWXUDOODQGVFDSH7KDWōVZK\LWLVSURWHFWHGRQVHYHUDOZD\VDVDQ81(6&2ZRUOGKHULWDJHDVDQ1DWXUDDUHDZKLOHLWLVDOVRUHFRJQL]HGE\LWV(XURpean Diploma for Protected landscapes” - says Mr.
.XUW )DUDVLQ DQ HQWKXVLDVWLF PHPEHU RI RXU JURXS
but also an Artistic Director of Schallaburg & Lower
Austrian National exhibitions.
7KDWLVDOVRZK\WKLVLVQRWDFODVVLFQDWLRQDOSDUNGHVSLWHWKHIDFWWKDWVLQFHLWIRXQGDWLRQLQQDWXUH
DQG ODQGVFDSH FRQVHUYDWLRQ KDYH D VSHFLDO VLJQLƓcance in the region. The Wachau became a nature
UHVHUYHLQKDVEHHQDZDUGHGWKH(XURSHDQ1Dture Conservation Diploma by the Council of Europe
since 1994. and has been recognized as a UNESCO
:RUOG +HULWDJH 6LWH VLQFH  ,Q  WKH DUHD
around Jauerling was designated as Jauerling-Wachau Nature Park. The Wachau is part of the Europe-wide network of protected areas Natura 2000
)DXQD)ORUD&RQVHUYDWLRQ$UHD%LUG6DQFWXDU\ 

.XUWDQQRXQFHGWRPHWKDWQH[W\HDU  WKH
6KDOODEXUJFDVWOHZLOOKRVWDODUJHH[KLELWLRQZLWK
WKH'DQXEHDVDVXEMHFWEXWIURPDYHU\VSHFLƓF
YLHZLWZLOOVKRZVWRULHVDQGLWHPVJDWKHUHGGXULQJRQHORQJMRXUQH\IURPWKH'HOWDXSVWUHDPWR
$XVWULDDQG*HUPDQ\
7KDWLVDOVRZK\WKLVLVQRWDFODVVLFQDWLRQDOSDUNGHVSLWHWKHIDFWWKDWVLQFHLWIRXQGDWLRQLQQDWXUH
DQG ODQGVFDSH FRQVHUYDWLRQ KDYH D VSHFLDO VLJQLƓcance in the region. The Wachau became a nature
UHVHUYHLQKDVEHHQDZDUGHGWKH(XURSHDQ1Dture Conservation Diploma by the Council of Europe
since 1994. and has been recognized as a UNESCO
:RUOG +HULWDJH 6LWH VLQFH  ,Q  WKH DUHD
around Jauerling was designated as Jauerling-Wachau Nature Park. The Wachau is part of the Europe-wide network of protected areas Natura 2000
)DXQD)ORUD&RQVHUYDWLRQ$UHD%LUG6DQFWXDU\ 
The maintenance and care of species-rich burnings
DQG PHDGRZV LV D PDMRU FKDOOHQJH IRU QDWXUH FRQVHUYDWLRQ7KH +¸KHUHFN QHDU '¾UQVWHLQ LV WKH ODUJest burning in the eastern Wachau with 200 different
SODQWV DQG DERXW  VSHFLHV RI EXWWHUŴLHV7\SLFDO
for the Wachau dry grass areas are the feather grass
(stone feather) and the large and the black cowbell.
On the plateau of Jauerling and in its side valleys
there are remnants of original lean orchid meadows.
We are hiding to Protected area Setzberg that has
DQDUHDRIKDIURPZKLFKKDLVDQRSHQ FOHDU 
space. The burning is a natural monument.
The microclimate in the area is a mixture of continental and Pannonian climate. And similar situation
LVZLWKSODQWVH[FHSWWKDWGXULQJWKRXVDQGVRI\HDUV
even plants from Asia have found its way to here.
7KHDYHUDJHUDLQIDOOLVPRGHVWPPSHU\HDU
while Krems is one of the driest places in Austria.
2QO\  NP DZD\ LQ GLUHFW OLQH DUH WKH $OSV ZLWK
about 1000 mm of rainfall per year.)
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7KHVRLOLVFRPSRVHGRIOLPHVWRQHVLOLFDWHDQGPDUble granite. “Dunkelstein” or “dark stone” has an
magmatic origin as a mix of volcano ashes which got
pressed in the sea bed. (Grey “clouds” in the white
marble are actually the volcanic ash.) During long
geological periods it was at least three times pushed
WRVXUIDFHDQGVDQNEDFNXQGHUWKHVHDEHGPHDQing that it withstood three cycles of cooling down
and heating before it became what we see today.
7KLVKLOO\]RQHZDVSRSXODWHGLQWKHSDVWEXWDVPDQ\
VLPLODURQHVZDVDEDQGRQHGDIWHU::,,LQWKDWSHriod the development of industrial agriculture led
to drop of products prices and small farms were not
DEOHWRNHHSZLWKWKDWSDFH2QHVXFKIDUPFRXOGQōW
VXSSRUWLWVIDPLO\DQ\PRUHVRVRPHRQHKDGWRJHW
RWKHUMREŊDQGLWVWDUWHGPLJUDWLRQWRFLWLHV
7KH JRRG FRQVHTXHQFH LV WKDW VLQFH WKHUH LV QR
PRUHDJULFXOWXUHKHUHWKHZKROHUHJLRQLVDPLGGOH
fertilized one. Why it is not completely free from fertiOL]HUV"ŏ%HFDXVHWKH\VWLOOFRPHE\DLUŐVD\V.XUW
Fighting against invasive plants the way we do it
WRGD\ RQ DQ DUHD DV ELJ DV 6HW]EHUJ RII FRXUVH
ZRXOGQōWKDYHFKDQFHLQORQJWHUP (VSHFLDOO\ZLWK
someone like me in the band: while clicking and cutting around I thought of a possibility that it might end
E\ EHLQJ LQIRUPHG WKDW , MXVW FXW WKH ODVW UHPDLQLQJ
VSHFLPHQ RI VRPH UHJLRQōV WUDGHPDUN SODQW   7KDW
is why the Spitz team since 2010. used to organize
1-3 international summer work camps that gathered
SDUWLFLSDQWVIURP(XURSH6RXWK$PHULFDDQG
Asia. During two weeks of work in the camp volunteers support the protected areas primarily in dry
JUDVV FDUH DQG LQ WKH ƓJKW DJDLQVW QHRSK\WHV ZLWK
WKHKHOSRIPRWRUFXWWHUVRUORFDOIDUPHUVōPHFKDQLzation.
“We now cooperate with other national parks like
Donau-Auen and Thayatal at Chech border” – says
Elisa – “and share these two weeks with them. We also

organize another working camp with world heritage
issues in cooperation with the Upper Middle-Rhine
YDOOH\ ,W LV D FRQVWDQW ƓJKW ZH ORRN IRU DOO SRVVLEOH
SDUWQHUVDQGZD\VWRHQDEOHƓQDQFLQJRIWKHFDPSVŐ
$IWHUGRLQJWKHMREDW6HW]EHUJZHVWDUWHGGHVFHQG
to Spitz but using different path. And here we were
Ŋ WKH YLQH\DUG WHUUDFHV WKH FRUH DQG KDUW RI ZKDW
made the viticulture of the region extreme but at the
VDPH WLPH SRVVLEOH GHWHUPLQLQJ LW DV WKH &XOWXUDO
Landscape. A special feature is the fact that the walls
are of the “dry” type: they were made without plasWHUMXVWE\VNLOOIXOVWDFNLQJRIVWRQHV,WDOOVWDUWHGDW
the beginning of the 10th century when monasteries
VWDUWHGWRFXOWLYDWHYLQHVQRWRQO\RQWKHYDOOH\ŴRRU
EXW DOVR RQ WKH VWHHS VORSHV E\ IRUPLQJ WKHP LQWR
this impressive landscape.
Some incredible data about what I could saw around me:
• visible dry stone wall surface area is ca 2 million
square meters;
• total length of dry stone walls is ca 720 km.
The walls accumulate heat during the day and then
during the night slowly release it in the sandy soils
– something that vine likes a lot. It is necessary to
FRQWLQXRXVO\PDLQWDLQWKHPZKLOHWKHUHDUHQRPDQ\
people nowadays who know how to do this ancient
craft. But as it is now a cultural heritage the interest is
growing and there are even regular courses for those
who are interested in learning the skill.

'HVSLWHEHLQJFOHDUO\PDUNHGDVDQDWXUHPRQXPHQWWKLVVWHHSSDUWRIWKHEXUQLQJLVVRPHWLPHV
XVHG E\ř PRXQWDLQ ELNHUV ZKR ƓQG LW VXLWDEOH
IRUGRZQKLOOULGH

The steep terrain requires much more labor than in
vineyards on the plain as there are very few opportunities for mechanization. But even in the places
where machines could be used they are deliberately omitted and work is still mostly done by hand (all
9LQHDZLQHPDNHUVDUHHYHQREOLJHGWRKDQGKDUYHVW 
Many wine growers are living on their farms which
ZHUH EXLOW FHQWXULHV DJR DQG PXFK LQ WKH :DFKDX
UHPDLQVWKHVDPHDVLWZDVLQWKHIDUSDVWGHVSLWHWKH
pressure of modern times.
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The stone terraces and apricot gardens line the imposing side valley Spitzer Graben (“steep slopes”).
The highest vineyards of the Wachau are located
KHUH  P DERYH YLOODJH 0¾KOGRUI $QG UHVXOW RI
WKHFRPSDULVRQLVQRWEDGDWDOOHVSHFLDOO\KDYLQJLQ
mind that the Banaue rice terraces are considered to
be the Eighth Wonder of the World :)
Ő6RPH\HDUVDJRWKH'DQXEHDFWXDOO\ŴRZHG
through the Spitzer Graben” – explains Kurt – “At
VRPH SODFHV \RX FDQ VWLOO ƓQG ULYHU SHEEOHV DV D
proof to that.”
And it is not all about the wine. Using of concrete in
the process of construction would reduce ecological
IXQFWLRQDOLW\RIWKHZDOOVEXWGU\ZDOOVDUHYDOXDEOH
IULHQGOLHUSODFHIRUOLYLQJWKLQJV7KDWPRUQLQJZKHQ
,DVNHGKRZPDQ\GLIIHUHQWKDELWDWVDUHDURXQGKHUH
my hosts said: “countless”. And now I understood
why: the small cluster that can be seen on the photos
EHORZFRQVLVWLQJRIFRXSOH
PHWHUV RI ZDOO D WUHH VRPH YLQH DQG VRPH RWKHU
SODQWVLVMXVWRQHRIPDQ\LVODQGVLQWKHVHDRIYLQHyards around me.
Each of these islands accommodate a variety of animal and plant species including even the AesculapiDQVQDNHWKHODUJHVWQDWLYHVQDNHVSHFLHVLQ$XVWULD

7KHQ(OLVD+DQQHVDQGPHF\FOHGWR.UHPV
:H ƓUVW XVHG IHUU\ WR FURVV WR WKH ULJKW EDQN RI WKH
Danube. The ferry had unique feature: a Camera
REVFXUD LQVWDOOHG DV D SDUW RI DQ DUWLVWLF SURMHFW
Two huge simple lenses (shown by the arrow below) captured images of the surrounding space and
sent them through a simple prism to the dark room
where one could watch them on two simple optical
screens. Despite the simple question “why should
I sit here instead of simply going outside to watch
WKH RULJLQDOŐ WKHUH ZDV WKDW VLPSOH LQH[SOLFDEOH
magic of the pinhole cinematic effect that kept me
LQVLGHIRUWKHZKROHULGHř2NWKHVLPSOHFROGQHVV
outside had a little bit to do with that as well :)
While we approach the point where Rührsdorf side
DUPGHSDUWVIURPWKH'DQXEH+DQQHVWDONVDERXWLWV
importance: “Our reason to be proud would be at the
ƓUVWSODFHWHQNLORPHWHUVRIVLGHDUPVFRQVWUXFWHGRU
UHYLWDOL]HGLQODVWWHQ\HDUVWKURXJKWKHŌ/LIHōSURMHFW
funded by the EU. Here we implemented very important water measures in Rossatz-Rührsdorf area.”
„There was an alluvial forest there and we want to
KDYHLWEDFNPRVWO\EHFDXVHRIƓVKŊWKHZDWHUZLOO
be calmer and more convenient for their reproducWLRQVSDZQHWFŐ
Private land owners are an important part of such
SODQV DQG PRVW RI WKHP DUH RSHQ IRU FRRSHUDWLRQ
EXWLWGRHVQōWDOZD\VJRZLWKRXWJOLWFKHV7KHSODQQHG
new side arm is one example of that:
“Beavers recently damaged one orchard and fresh
image of his damaged property makes the land owner worried that the new sidearm would bring even
PRUHRIWKHP7KDWōVZK\KHRSSRVHVWKHSURMHFWDW
this moment and we will need some time and some
good arguments to change his mind.”
Hannes states that the ecological awareness in the
region is high: ”There was plan in seventies to build
a new dam between Dürnstein and Rossatzbach. But

7KLVLQIRERDUGVKRZVZKDWZDVGRQHDQGZKDWLVSODQHGLQWKHV\VWHP2QWKHPDSEHORZ

%OXHFRORUŊDOUHDG\ƓQLVKHGVLGHDUP

<HOORZFRORUŊSODQQHGQHZVLGHDUP

*UHHQKDWFKHG]RQHSODQQHGQDWXUHUHVHUYHZLWKHDJOHVDPSKLELDQVDQGEODFNSRSODU
VWURQJ SXEOLF UHDFWLRQ SUHYHQWHG LW DQG WKLV PRYHment actually become the base for world heritage
and the rest of the story here.”
But he also adds this note: “Local people pay more
attention to more visible aspects of the values we
KDYHKHUHŊDQGWKDWōVPDLQO\WHUUDFHV/HVVUHVSHFWLV
given for subtler things like burnings. It also depends
of the interests: hunters support us to maintain burnings because they love open spaces. On the other
KDQGURFNFOLPEHUVRIWHQGLVWXUEWKHUDUH)DOFRQ3HUegrine who makes its nests in rocks and cliffs.”
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Within the frame of the DANUBEparksCONNECTED
in last three years Elisa and Hannes visited Donau-Auen and Duna-Ipoly National parks; Elisa had the opSRUWXQLW\ WR DOVR VHH .RSDÏNL ULW 5XVHQVNL ORP DQG
'MHUGDSZKLOH+DQQHVYLVLWHG3UXWDQG3HUVLQD
Elisa thus has good ground to conclude this: “ImporWDQWWKLQJWKDWZHOHDUQHGWKURXJKWKHSURMHFWLVWKDW
the challenges are similar. There are different ways
WRDSSURDFKWKHPEXWWKHUHLVQRQHHGWRLQYHQWWKH
wheel again and again - we can learn a lot from the
experience of others. “

looking for a needle in a haystack but in reality it is
PRUH OLNH XPř ORRNLQJ IRU D QHHGOH LQ D KD\VWDFN
:HOOLQRUGHUWREHDQH[SHUWLQDQ\ƓHOGRQHQHHGV
FRPPLWPHQWEXWDOVRDJRRGGHDORIIDLWKLQDJRRG
outcome.

Donau-Auen National Park:
2Q D SOHDVDQW VXQQ\ 9LHQQD PRUQLQJ ZH JDWKHUHG
in front of the Donau Insel Info center: a nice cycling
group consisting of the Donau-Auen National Park
SDUWQHUVIURPGLIIHUHQWSURMHFWV
:H GLGQōW KDYH WR PRYH IDU LQ RUGHU WR OHDUQ DERXW
WKHƓUVWSURMHFWb0($685(6bPDQDJLQJDQGUHVWRULQJ DTXDWLF HFRORJLFDO FRUULGRUV IRU PLJUDWRU\ ƓVK
VSHFLHVLQWKH'DQXEHULYHUEDVLQDQGWKHb/,)(6WHUOHWb3URMHFW7KHUHZDVDFRQWDLQHULQWKH\DUGRIWKH
,QIRFHQWHUWKDWZDVQōWDWWUDFWLQJPXFKDWWHQWLRQXQWLO
ZHZHUHLQYLWHGLQVLGHE\7KRPDV)ULHGULFK3URMHFW
0DQDJHURIWKH/,)(6WHUOHWSURMHFW7KHQZHVDZWKDW
DQRWKHUFRQWDLQHUZDVDWWDFKHGDWWKHEDFNDQGWKH
“2001: A Space Odyssey” movie protagonist David
Bowman would probably say here: „The thing is holORZLWJRHVRQIRUHYHUDQGRKP\*RGLWōVIXOO
of… sturgeons!“.

7KH\RXQJVWHUVZLOOEHƓQDOO\UHOHDVHGLQWRWKH'DQXEH ZLWK EHVW ZLVKHV IRU WKHLU JRRG OXFN7KH\ ZLOO
QHHGLWHVSHFLDOO\IHPDOHVŊRQWRSRIRWKHUGDQJHU
WKH\ZLOOKDYHWRIDFHVRPHKXPDQVZKRZLOOWU\WR
“pickpocket” something they will carry along one
day: their eggs. One kilogram of caviar is 10-20.000
EUR worth and that is a bit too much of a temptation
WRWKHKRQHVW\RIVRPH'HVSLWHWKHEDQRQƓVKLQJRI
VWXUJHRQVWKH\ZLOOWU\WRHDUQWKDWPRQH\

7KHUH ZHUH WKRXVDQGV RI WKHP DFWXDOO\ EXW PRVW
ZHUH QRW PXFK ODUJHU WKDQ D ƓQJHUQDLO ZH DFWXDOO\
entered a big incubator. „And these are quite exKDXVWLQJOLWWOHFUHDWXUHVŐVDLG7KRPDVŐ7KH\PXVWEH
IHGHYHU\KRXUWLPHVDGD\RWKHUZLVHWKH\ZRXOG
start to eat each other.”
The air in the containers was packed with other interesting small talks. In order to prepare sturgeons
for later “real life” they breed in the Danube water
WKDWLVQRWSURFHVVHGLQDQ\ZD\2UWRƓQG'1$WUDFHV RI ƓVK WKDW DUH DOUHDG\ LQ WKH ULYHU WKH\ ŏVQLIIŐ LW
E\ WDNLQJ  OLWHU ZDWHU VDPSOHV WKHQ VHDUFK WKHP
IRU WUDFHV RI VNLQ VFDOHV DQG PXFXV ,W VRXQGV OLNH

$WHHQDJHVWXUJHRQ
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2QWKHVHFRQGVWRSZHKHDUG0DUOHQH+DLPDQQōV 8QLYHUVLW\RI1DWXUDO5HVRXUFHVDQG/LIH6FLHQFHV9LHQQD 
UHSRUWRQWKHb'DQXEH6HGLPHQWbSURMHFW$VDFRXQWHU
measure to negative results of human activities in the
SDVW\HDUVSDUWQHUVIURPQLQHFRXQWULHVWDUget the restoration of the water/sediment balance in
the river as well as an improvement of its morphology.
$ PDLQ SURMHFW UHVXOW ZLOO EH WKH ƓUVW ŏ'DQXEH 6HGLment Management Guidance” as a key contribution
WR WKH ULYHUōV PD\RU PDQDJHPHQW SODQV Ŋ RQH IRU LWV
EDVLQDQGWKHRWKHUWKDWGHDOVZLWKŴRRGULVN
Next stop: Magdalena Wagner from WWF tells us
DERXWWKHSURMHFWbFRRS0''b$7UDQVERXQGDU\0DQDJHPHQWIRU0XUD'UDYDDQG'DQXEHŊWKHŏ$PD]RQ
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of Europe” which goal is to protect nature in a highly
YDOXDEOHIUHHŴRZLQJNPORQJULYHUFRUULGRUWKDW
FRPSULVHVDOPRVWKHFWDUHVDFURVV$XVWULD
6ORYHQLD&URDWLD+XQJDU\DQG6HUELD
Magdalena also presented the Amazon of Europe
%LNH7UDLOSURMHFWZKLFKDLPVWRHVWDEOLVKDQLQWHUQDWLRQDOO\UHFRJQL]HGDQGVXVWDLQDEOHŴDJVKLS&\FOLQJ
Tourism Product in the future 5-country UNESCO
Biosphere Reserve Mura-Drava-Danube.
Agnes Kurzweil from the Austrian Environment AgenF\ SUHVHQWHG WKHb 7UDQVGDQXEH3HDUOVb SURMHFW ZKLFK
DLPVWRGHYHORSVRFLDOO\IDLUHFRQRPLFDOO\YLDEOHHQvironmentally friendly and health promoting mobility
services for the visitors of the Danube region.
Sabrina Scheuer (University of Natural ResourcHV DQG /LIH 6FLHQFHV9LHQQD  LQWURGXFHG XV WR WKH
SURMHFW 'DQXEH )ORRGSODLQb  UHGXFLQJ WKH ŴRRG
ULVN WKURXJK ŴRRGSODLQ UHVWRUDWLRQ DORQJ WKH ULYHU
DQGLWVWULEXWDULHVDQGDWWKHVDPHWLPHPD[LPL]LQJ
EHQHƓWV IRU ELRGLYHUVLW\ FRQVHUYDWLRQ ,QWHUHVWLQJ
DVSHFWRIWKHSURMHFWLVDOVRDFRPELQDWLRQRIFODVsic and green infrastructure. And they managed to
form an amazing network of no less than 25 partners along the Danube :)
On the next stop we learned from Christoph LitschauHU 'RQDX$XHQ1DWLRQDO3DUN DERXWWKHb$OSLQH&DUSDWKLDQ5LYHU&RUULGRUbSURMHFW7KHJRDORIWKLVWKUHH
year long Austrian-Slovakian cooperation involving
VHYHQSDUWQHURUJDQL]DWLRQVLVWRSURWHFWUHVWRUHDQG
develop river biotope connections in the mentioned
VSDFH6XFFHVVZLOOEHPRQLWRUHGZLWKŴDJVKLSVSHFLHVOLNHNLQJƓVKHURUGLFHVQDNH
7KH 'DQXEH 675($0 SURMHFW LV DERXW VPDUW LQtegrated and harmonized transnational waterway
PDQDJHPHQW DQG LQYROYHV SDUWQHUV IURP $XVWULD
6ORYDNLD +XQJDU\ DQG &URDWLD *HUW-DQ 0XLOHUPDQ

ő:HDOVRKDYHRXUGU\KDELWDWKHUHŊLWLVRXUGDPDQGLWJLYHVXVWKHVHEHDXWLIXORUFKLGVŐVD\V*HRUJ
YLDGRQDX  HPSKDVL]HG WKDW LWV REMHFWLYH LV WR HVWDEOLVK DQG PDLQWDLQ DQ HIƓFLHQW DQG HQYLURQPHQtally-friendly transportation network. Among other
things it provided navigational maps for ships passLQJQDWXUHZLVHVHQVLWLYHDUHDVRIWKHULYHUDVZHOODV
XVHURULHQWHG LQIRUPDWLRQ VHUYLFHV7KH SURMHFW DOVR
HPEHGVLQQRYDWLYHHOHPHQWVIXWXULVWLFWHFKQRORJLHV
and services - i.e. inland waterway infrastructure improvement pilots. And I liked its moto: „Common river. Common goal.“
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7KH SURMHFW 3ODVWLF IUHH 'DQXEHb SURMHFW FRQVLGHUV
WKHVWUHWFKIURP9LHQQDXSWRWKHK\GURSRZHUSODQW
*DEÏLNRYRLQ6ORYDNLDŐVDLG,ULV.HPSWHU YLDGRQDX 
“And it focuses on macro plastic waste (bigger than
5 mm) in and along the river and parts of its ripariDQDUHD7KHRYHUDOODLPRIWKHSURMHFWLVWRHVWDEOLVK
a knowledge base as well as a methodological apSURDFKRQSODVWLFZDVWHHQWUDQFHSRLQWVTXDQWLWLHV
WUDQVSRUWSDWWHUQVDQGHQYLURQPHQWDOWKUHDWVŐ$ELJ
SODVWLF EDJ PDJLFDOO\ DSSHDUHG LQ ,ULVō KDQGV DQG

35

we could see a collection of assorted real examples.
There were parts of toilets but even one tennis racket
in pretty good condition.
:HƓQDOO\PDGHLWWRVFKORVV257+1DWLRQDO3DUN&HQWUHRIWKH'RQDX$XHQ1DWLRQDO3DUN
7KHEHOXJDVWXUJHRQb +XVRKXVR LVWKHPRVWSRZerful representative of the Danube sturgeons - it can
be up to nine meters long. This giant used once to
migrate from the Black sea as far upstream as to Ulm
but today the Danube dams block its path. The model in SchlossORTH was made in Romania and another
FRS\LVORFDWHGLQ7XOFHDWKHJDWHZD\WRWKH'DQXEH
Delta - looking forward to see it there.

The second day of the visit was reserved for

D WRXU ZLWK WKH RIƓFH VWDII +HUH ZH DUH DW WKH VWDUW
in front of the Eckartsau castle. Ms. Stephanie Blutaumüller was paving my road all the time by conWDFWLQJSDUWQHUVRSHQLQJGRRUVDQGPDNLQJP\YLVits possible. Without her I would have been lost and
FRXOGKDYHHDVLO\EHHQVRPHZKHUHRQWKH9ROJDDW
this moment.
I got a present from Georg: a feather from the tail
RIRQHRIWKHVHPDJQLƓFHQWFUHDWXUHV,WZDVIRUWKH
JRRGOXFNEXWDOVRKDGDGHHSHUPHDQLQJOLNHZLWK
American Indians. So it was an important and valuDEOHJLIW%XWLWLVKDUGWRƓQGJRRGVSRWIRUVXFKD
fragile thing on a long-distance bicycle. I proudly put
LWRQP\KHOPHWRQO\WRORVHLWIURPWKHUHMXVWVHYHUDO
days later. Sorry Georg!

With Georg Frank speaking
The south wind that was bothering me quite a lot
VLQFHWKHEHJLQQLQJRIWKHMRXUQH\VORZO\JDYHZD\
WR WKH ZHVWHUQ RQH ,W ZDV QLFH WR ƓQDOO\ KDYH VXFK
KHOS DW WKH EDFN EXW *HRUJ VDLG ŏ7KDW VRXWK ZLQG
was protecting from bad weather form Atlantic
ocean. So expect some rain along your route now”.

I got quite irritated by such a naughty prediction.
'RQōWWHOOPHVXFKWKLQJV,QVWHDGWHOOPHIRUH[DPple absolutely everything that you know about the
'RQDX$XHQ1DWLRQDO3DUN$QGWKDWōVKRZWKHLQWHUview started (the rest is a history).
“The park covers an area of almost 10.000 ha. Forest and water areas – 75% of the total Donau-Auen
VXUIDFHDUHH[FOXGHGIURPFRPPHUFLDOXVHŐVWDUWHG
Georg.
Let me say here that the time spent with experts durLQJ WKLV MRXUQH\ FKDQJHG P\ YLHZ RI PDQ\ WKLQJV
even small ones. I can for example admit that last
\HDUZKLOH,ZDVKDSSLO\F\FOLQJWKHVDPHURXWHEXW
IRUGLIIHUHQWUHDVRQGRLQJDVXUYH\RIWKH(XUR9HOR
 URXWH  WKH SDUNōV QDPH GLGQōW OLJKW D EXOE LQ P\
KHDG7KLVWLPH,SDLGDWWHQWLRQŏDXHQŐDUHPHDGRZV
pastures but also - the most appropriate meaning in
WKLVFDVHZHWODQGVŴRRGSODLQV
The Donau-Auen National Park is a green stripe that
SURXGO\ FRQQHFWV 9LHQQD DQG %UDWLVODYD 7KH GRFXment that established the NP in 1996. even foresees
future expansion that will include all wetlands between these two cities.
This national park protects the Danube and its isODQGV IRUHVWV PHDGRZV DQG ERUGHULQJ ZHWODQGV
,W QLFHO\ ŴRDWV RQ D ]RQH WKDW LV FKDOOHQJLQJ DQG D
bit turbulent: the alpine part of the Danube with its
ZDWHUV WKDW FDQ YDU\ E\ DV PXFK DV VHYHQ PHWHUV
reconciles here with the part that leniently wanders
deep into the Pannonian plain. Resulting rich habitat
abounds in species:
• over 800 vascular plants;
• RYHUPDPPDOEUHHGLQJELUGDQGDURXQG
ƓVKVSHFLHV
• WKRXVDQGVRIGLIIHUHQWLQVHFWVIXQJLPLFURRUJDQisms and algae.
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When we talk about DANUBEPARKS, the main
results and success are obvious, but is there
something more subtle that makes you particularly happy?
In a questionnaire that we distributed to all partners
FRXSOHRIPRQWKVDIWHUWKHƓUVW'$18%(3$5.6SURMHFW ZDV ODXQFKHG RQH RI TXHVWLRQV ZDV ŏZKDW GR
\RX IRUHVHH DV WKH PDLQ GLIƓFXOW\ LQ WKH SURMHFWŐ"
6HYHQW\ ƓYH SHUFHQW RI WKH SDUWQHUV DQVZHUHG WKDW
it will be the different languages and cultures. Then
the same questionnaire was sent when we were alUHDG\\HDUVGHHSLQWRWKHSURMHFWDQGWKLVWLPH
the opinion was that the different cultures were the
PDLQDGYDQWDJHRIWKHSURMHFW
Another great challenge along the Danube is the fact
that the richest and the poorest countries of Europe
share that same water line (*) But who is rich and who is
SRRU":KHQLWFRPHVWRWKHQDWXUDOZHDOWKWKLQJVWXUQWR
their opposite: materially rich countries destroyed their
nature and reduced it to small reserves like Donau-AuHQ1DWLRQDO3DUN+HUHWKHQWKHUHLVDQHPEHGGHGGLVcrepancy: you build your standard by destroying your
QDWXUH(FRQRP\GHYHORSPHQWRUQDWXUHFRQVHUYDWLRQ"
That is the challenge: how to bring commercial development to materially poorer Danube countries without
repeating that same mistakes there.

$GLHX'RQDX$XHQKHOOR6ORYDNLDř

but it contains forty percent of all plant species in
6ORYDNLDZLWKRYHUERWDQLFVSHFLHVRIYDVFXODU
SODQWV7KURXJKWKH/,)(SURMHFWZHFXWWUHHVLQVRPH
areas and introduced goats as a steady way to maintain the habitat – it reduces spreading of non-native
shrubs and helps to preserve original forest-steppe
character of the landscape. But grazing is one of the
PRVW WLPH DQG HQHUJ\ FRQVXPLQJ WDVNV DQG ZLWK
HQGHG VXSSRUW RI WKDW SURMHFW EUDQFK  WKH /,)( IRU
Bratislava region started in 2012. and ended in 2018.)
ZHDUHƓQGLQJRWKHUZD\VWRNHHSLWVXVWDLQDEOHŐ

Devin – passing the
forbidden gate
Our Donau-Auen group was still together when we
reached the border between Austra and farmSlovakia. Right on the attractive pedestrian-cycling bridge
over Morava river we met our Slovakian host Ms. AnGUHD)URQFRY£SURMHFWPDQDJHUIURP%52=RUJDQLzation.
)RU D PDQ IURP IRUPHU <XJRVODYLD ŏ%UR]Ő LPPHGLately blinks a very special lamp. But Andrea for some
UHDVRQGLGQōWZDQWWRDGPLWWKDWWKHRUJDQL]DWLRQKDV
anything to do with Josip Broz Tito: “We are Bratislava Regional association for nature conservation and
VXVWDLQDEOH GHYHORSPHQW LQ 6ORYDNLDQ ōBratislavské
RHJLRQ£OQHOFKUDQ£UVNHZGUXĻHQLHōŐ
:HOOKPWKHQƓQHřZK\QRW\HVULJKWřRN
And we cycled to Devin castle that sits on the cliff
KLJKDERYHWKHULYHU7KH'DQXEHWKHGHHSHVWSDUW
of a depression between Karpathian mountains and
WKH $OSV LV GLYLGHG LQWR IRXU GLVWLQFW VHFWLRQV E\
WKUHH QDWXUDO SDVVDJHV 3DVVDX 'HY¯Q+DLQEXUJHU
*DWHDQGWKH,URQ*DWHV+HUHLQWKH/LWWOH&DUSDWKLDQV PRXQWDLQ UDQJH WKH 'HYLQ JDWH ZDV IRUPHUO\
known as “Porta (doors) Hungarica” and always was
an important strategic line & trading route connecting Northern Europe with the Mediterranean. It has
EHHQ VHWWOHG VLQFH WKH 1HROLWKLF $JH DQG IRUWLƓHG
HYHQVLQFHWKH%URQ]HDQG,URQ$JHWKHQFRQWLQXDOO\
guarded since the Roman times as it was a border of
the Roman Empire. It was then a border of the AustriDQ(PSLUH7KHQGXULQJWKHGDUN\HDUVRI&ROG:DU
It was part of the Iron Curtain between Eastern and
Western bloc. It was then a border between Austria
and Czechoslovakia (that part is today Slovakia).

6RLWZDVDOOD\VDGLYLGLQJJDWHWKHORFNHGRQHWKH
WKUHDWHQLQJRQHDJDWHWKDWSUHYHQWVVWRSVPDNHV
one think twice before even planning to cross it. Then
RQVW0D\RI6ORYDNLDHQWHUHGWKH6FKHQJHQ
Zone and free movement of persons through the
JDWHZDVDOORZHGIRUWKHƓUVWWLPHLQWKHODVWřFRXSOH
thousands of years. Not bad at all.

To prepare for this part of the trip I did some research
by googling “BROZ” on the net:
How close were your relations with Castro, Nehru,
Nasser and Gandhi, and what were your main activities in that period?
„BROZ was established in 1997. We focus on practical nature conservation and sustainable developPHQWVXSSRUWLQWKHUHJLRQRI:HVWHUQ6ORYDNLDZLWK
the focus on Bratislava surroundings.

The caste offers one of the best views along the
whole Danube (and made me think that it would
be actually great to make a list of the best Danube
YLHZV ,WLVRQHRIWKHROGHVWFDVWOHVLQ6ORYDNLDƓUVW
PHQWLRQHGLQZULWWHQVRXUFHVLQDQGDOVRDQLPSRUWDQWQDWLRQDOV\PEROIRUWKHb6ORYDNV

There are three main types of our activities:

It was though interesting for us to see a donkey and
sheep on fortress – a result of BROZ cooperation with
the National museum. Maybe a bit unexpected partQHUVKLS EXW XQFRQYHQWLRQDO UHODWLRQV RIWHQ FUHDWH
VXFKJUHDWLGHDV $IWHUPRUHWKDQ\HDUVWKHDVsociation restored the grazing in the National Nature
Reserve Devinska Kobyla.

At this moment we have eight ongoing big LIFE proMHFWVEXW,DPDOVRYHU\KDSS\WRVD\WKDWWKDQNVWR
the DANUBEPARKS budget we managed to plant
QDWLYHZKLWHSRSODUFORQHVWUHHVLQ'REURKRĞĢ
municipality.”

ŏ'HYLQVND .RE\OD WKLV KLJK ODQGVFDSH WKDW ERUGHUV
WKH FDVWOH LV DFWXDOO\ VRXWKHUQ HQG RI .DUSDWKLDQ
PRXQWDLQVŐVD\V$QGUHDŏ,WLVQRWWKDWELJDVDQDUHD
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• UHVWRUDWLRQ LQ 'DQXEH ŴRRGSODLQV RU /RZ &DUpathians;
• restoration of traditional land management including grazing in protected areas;
• planting trees.

)URPWKH'HYLQFOLIIZHGHVFHQGHGWRWKHFRQŴXHQFH
of Morava and Danube rivers. In the past massive
amounts of sediment (mostly gravel) were deposited
LQWKHDUHDVGRZQVWUHDPIURP'HYLQJDWHFUHDWLQJD
QHWZRUNRIPHDQGHUVDQGULYHULVODQGV2QHRIWKHVH
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6HGODÏNRY,VODQGLVWRGD\DQLPSRUWDQWGULQNLQJZDWHUVXSSO\VRXUFHZDWHUWR'HYLQGLVWULFWDQGGXHWR
LWVSUHVHUYHGQDWLYHŴRRGSODLQIRUHVWVLWLVDOVRDQDWXUHUHVHUYHZLWKWKHKLJKHVWƓIWKOHYHORIHFRORJLFDO
protection in Slovakia. The zone is part of European
network of protected areas NATURA 2000 - Bratislavské luhy.
%XWLQWKHUHFHQWSDVWDIWHUDW\SLFDOVKRUWVLJKWHGGHFLVLRQWKHULYHUEUDQFKWKDWVHSDUDWHGWKHLVODQGIURP
the mainland was cut from the river by an embankment. Water passage was reduced to a modest pipe
going through the embankment and that initiated
gradual drainage and disappearance of the branch.
What was created was actually a one-way sediment
ŏFROOHFWRUŐDQGDƓVKWUDS'XULQJKLJK'DQXEHOHYHOVZDWHUZDVVSLOOLQJRYHUWKHHPEDQNPHQWEULQJing sediment into a branch where it was deposited.
)LVKFRXOGDOVRHDVLO\JHWLQEXWDVVRRQDVWKHZDWHU
level decreased they would become trapped in the
branch where they were facing extinction . During
the time the branch practically disappeared and the
island was actually not an island any more. Animals
ZKRQHHGŴRZLQJZDWHUGLVDSSHDUHG%XWWKH\ZHUH
IROORZHGDOVRE\WKRVHZKROLYHLQVWLOOZDWHUGXHWR
shrinking living space.
In 2015 BROZ started revitalization works in cooperation with state water management authorities. After
one month of cleaning and removing embankments
WKH UHVXOW ZDV  P GHHS FKDQQHO  NP ORQJ
That started a process that will continue in the future:
WKH FRQVWDQW ZDWHU ŴRZ QRZ FDQ UHPRYH VHGLPHQW
from the channel. Situation is now better form the
SRLQW RI ŴRRG SURWHFWLRQ DQG HYHQ IRU WKH GULQNLQJ
water supply company: before the revitalization the
deposited sediment was increasing levels of magQHVLXPLQWKHZDWHUZKLFKUHTXLUHGPRUHFKHPLFDO
processing to make it ready for consuming.

9HýN¿/«O
A paradise (re)conquered
Couple of days later I meet Andrea again on the biggest island of Slovakia. It has an area if 300 ha and
got its name after Hungarian commander from 10th
FHQWXU\/HKHORU/«O
9HýN¿ /«O EHORQJV WR WKH YLOODJH =ODWQ£ QD 2VWURYH
(something like “Golden on Island”) and the earliest
reference (1094.) mentions village under the name
Locus Aureus. There is reason that gold is part of
both names - Adrana tells me that it was common to
ZDVKLWKHUH$QGHYHQWRGD\LI\RXDUHOXFN\HQRXJK
you could spot that unique glitter somewhere in the
VDQGř *ROG LQ WKH 'DQXEH JROG ZDVKHUV RQ WKH
'DQXEH"1RZWKDWZDVDVXUSULVHDIWHUWZRLQWHUQDtional cycling trips along the river and countless trips
DORQJ LWV 6HUELDQ SDUW WKDW DVSHFW VRPHKRZ QHYHU
came to my mind. As I mentioned (and will probably
PHQWLRQ LW DJDLQ  WKLV WULS LV VRPHWKLQJ FRPSOHWHO\
different...
For its wildwood forest preserved in rarely seen conGLWLRQ WKH LVODQG ZDV GHFODUHG DV QDWXUH UHVHUYH LQ
%XWZKHQ%52=FRPHWRWKH9HýN¿/«O\HDUV
DJRWKHPDLQSUREOHPZDVWKHG\LQJORFDOVLGHDUP
7KHUH ZDV RQH QDWLYH FDXVH IRU WKLV WKH *DEÏLNRYR
Sub-basin is the deepest part of the Danube Basin
and the river has been forming an inner delta from
9LHQQD WR %XGDSHVW IRU FHQWXULHV QRZ Ŋ LW LV JRLQJ
ZLGHUDQGPDNHVPRUHEUDQFKHVRURIIVKRRWVZKLOH
some disappear. But the main reason was that this
DUHDZDVXQGHUWKHLQŴXHQFHRIWKHKXJH*DEÏLNRYR
GDP:KHQLWZDVEXLOWWKHGDPFDPHLQDSDFNDJH
with large dams along the river banks and with highly increased water management activities. The power
plant as an enormous consumer that needs all water
directed into the main channel and that turned forPHUŴRRGHGDUHDVLQWRDPRUHRUOHVVGU\ODQG
39

0\ DFFRPPRGDWLRQ RQ9HýN¿ /«O  PRELOH UXVWLF
URPDQWLFV2UDUXVWLFURPDQWLFPRELOLW\2UDPRELOHUXVWLFQHVVWKDWZDVURPDQWLFWRR
$ERYH DOO WKDW VRPH  \HDUV DJR D FRQFUHWH GDP
with road was constructed to allow for an easy access to the island. That was part of planned construction of water power plant Nagymaros -which then
ZDVQHYHUEXLOWEXWLWVORZHGGRZQWKHZDWHUŴRZ
WKURXJKWKHEUDQFKZKLFKJUDGXDOO\JRWFORJJHGE\
VHGLPHQWDQGWUHHV6LPLODUO\WRWKH6HGODÏNRY,VODQG
9HýN¿/«OZDVDOVRDOPRVWFRPSOHWHO\FRQQHFWHGZLWK
the mainland.
7KH LVODQGōV IXWXUH VWDUWHG WR ORRN EHWWHU ZKHQ LQ
2004–2005 it became a part of Special Protected
$UHDŏ'XQDMVN«OXK\Ő ŏOXK\ŐŴDWSODLQV DQGZDVLQcluded in the European network of protected areas
Natura 2000.
Then in 2014-2015. BROZ cleaned the side arm
WKURXJK DQRWKHU /,)( SURJUDP UHPRYHG HPEDQNments and concrete barriers. The last to remove was

Equestrian clubs have their summer camps here.
There are camps for children too: this year there were
six of them during summer holidays. They were full
ERRNHG DOUHDG\ LQ 0D\ Ŋ D SURRI RI Db KLJK LQWHUHVW
Slovakian branch of computer technology company
DELL hold their team building activities here. They
also have “DELL planet” program and as a part of that
program send here employees who spend a lot of
time sitting in front of monitors. They help in farm and
in other activities while getting chance to be released
from the sedentary lifestyle at least for a short time.

the concrete dam with road and it was replaced with
D EULGJH ,Q DGGLWLRQ WR FOHDQLQJ WKH VLGH DUP WKLV
ZDVWKHVHFRQGPRVWH[SHQVLYHWKLQJLQWKHSURMHFW
$OO WKLV PHDVXUHV UHVWRUHG SURSHU ZDWHU ŴRZ HQDEOHG ƓVK WR UHDFK LWV VSDZQLQJ ]RQHV RQ WKH LVODQG
and improved feeding and nesting conditions for
water birds. Successful cooperation with the State
water management company made it possible to
GHWHUPLQHH[DFWPLQLPDODPRXQWRIZDWHUŴRZWKDW
is needed for an unobstructed navigation of ships in
WKHPDLQŴRZRIWKHULYHUWKDWZDVWKHPRVWLPSRUtant input in the whole process.
But the island itself has its own life-giving artery that
was also in bad condition. There is a narrow channel
that takes the water from the side arm and brings it
LQWRWKHPLGGOHRI9HýN¿/«O,WZDVEXLOWE\WKHORFDOV
LQWKHODVWFHQWXULHVEXWLQWHUHVWLQJO\ZLWKDQRSSRsite purpose than it has today: it was draining water
IURP WKH SDVWXUHV DIWHU UHJXODU 'DQXEH ŴRRGV WKDW
RFFXUUHG Ŋ WLPHV D \HDU 1RZDGD\V ŴRRGV RFFXU
RQFHD\HDURUHYHQRQFHLQWKUHH\HDUVDQGLQVXPmers with little rainfall this is not enough to ensure
JUD]LQJH[LVWHQFHRIKDELWDWVDQGVXUYLYDORIDQLPDOV
depending of them.
7KDWō ZK\ %52= VWDUWHG UHFRQVWUXFWLRQ LQ  DQG
the channel has been restored in the length of 690
P,WVVOXLFHJDWHQRZHQDEOHVPLJUDWLRQRIWKHƓVK
and other aquatic animals.
$QGWKHLVODQGƓQDOO\FRPHLQWRIXOOOLIH7RGD\LWUHSUHVHQWVDXQLTXHPRVDLFRIIRUHVWZHWODQGDQGJUDVV
KDELWDWV 5LSDULDQ IRUHVWV ZLWK DVK HOP RDN ZLOORZV
and poplars cover almost half of it. Its meadows are
PDLQWDLQHGE\KRUVHV  VKHHS  FRZV  
and goats (50) from BROZ eco-farm. Since 2009. with
the help of these animals they managed to remove
non-autochthone herb and tree species.

Sounds like a real idyll. But I checked “BROZ” on the
QHWDJDLQDQGř
7KH ODQGVFDSH RI WKH LVODQG LV SHUIHFWO\ URXQGHGE\PLJKW\VROLWDU\RDNVLQWKHPLGGOHRIWZR
KXJH PHDGRZV 7KHUH DUH ƓYH OHYHOV RI QDWXUH
SURWHFWLRQ LQ 6ORYDNLD WKH ƓUVW EHLQJ ZHDNHVW
DQG ƓIWK WKH VWURQJHVW $OO OHYHOV DOORZ YLVLWRUV
WR HQWHU IUHHO\ EXW OHYHOV  UHGXFH PRYLQJ
DURXQG WR GHVLJQDWHG SDWKV RQO\ 9HýN¿ /«O LV
XQGHU QG OHYHO RI SURWHFWLRQ PHDQLQJ WKDW
FRQVWUXFWLRQ ZRUNV DUH QRW DOORZHG KHUH
$QG WKHUH DUH ]RQHV ZLWK VWURQJHU SURWHFWLRQ
IRUH[DPSOHWKHWUHHVRQWKHHGJHRIWKLVPHDGRZDUHXQGHUWKOHYHORISURWHFWLRQ
“So you can see here in one place all the main activLWLHVRI%52=WKDWZHPHQWLRQHGWKHRWKHUGD\ŐVD\V
$QGUHDŏ:DWHUPHDVXUHVUHVWDXUDWLRQJUD]LQJDQG
planting.”
/RFDO SHRSOH ZKR GLGQōW SD\ PXFK DWWHQWLRQ WR WKH
island in the past are now attracted by its new makeup. They come to participate in “horse days” and to
socialize. (It is also worth mentioning that new workLQJSODFHVZHUHRSHQHGRQWKHIDUPDQGLQWKHQHZ
PRGHUQ FDPSLQJ ERWK VLWXDWHG RQ WKH PDLQODQG
close to the entrance of the island.)
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Did you or did you not nationalized the land here,
while giving original land owners only a symbolic
compensation? There are also some assertions that
ruling system on the island is a dictatorship?
“In 2006. we actually leased and purchased most of
WKHLVODQGDQGZHDOVRRZQWKHIDUP7KLVZDVGRQH
for the purpose of nature conservation and allows us
WRHIƓFLHQWO\DSSO\PHDVXUHVIRUWKHLPSURYHPHQWRI
different habitats on the island. We can control things
DQGEHVXUHWKDWLQWKHIXWXUHZLWKWKHULVHRIWKHLVODQG
SRSXODULW\ WKHUH ZLOO EH QR ZHHNHQG KRXVHV RU WKDW
VRPHRWKHUZHLUGLQIUDVWUXFWXUHZRQōWSRSXSKHUHŐ
Hm… ok. And what we can say about your activities in
the frame of the project DANUBEparksCONNECTED?
ŏ7KH PDLQ DFWLYLW\ IRU XV LV :3  WKH GU\ KDELWDWV
And within a successful cooperation with the NP
'RQDX$XHQZHVHQGRXUŴRFNVWRJUD]HWKHLUG\NH
We have our own transport vehicle to facilitate that.
7KHQ ZH DUH DFWLYH LQ WKH :3  IRUHVW ZRUN $V DOUHDG\PHQWLRQHGWKURXJKWKDWSDFNDJHZHSODQWHG
VHHGOLQJVRIQDWLYHWUHHVSHFLHV
'XULQJWKHSURMHFW,YLVLWHGVRIDU,QJROVWDGW:DFKDX
)HUW¸+DQVDJ 'XQD,SRO\ .RSDÏNL ULW 3HUVLQD DQG
Rusenski lom.. And I will visit ”Serbia forests” soon .

themum, the Cross of Merit of Federal Republic of
Germany, Decoration of Honour for Services to the
Republic of Austria, the Order of Merit of Italy, etc?
“We restored 70 km of side arms at different places
and planted 200.000 trees so far. State authorities have
respect for us. (Ok. their image of us as a successful
organization is sometimes counterproductive - they
GRQōWXQGHUVWDQGZK\ZHQHHGDQRWKHU/,)(SURMHFW Ő

ЗKHPDUPRWEUHHGLQJ]RQHRQWKHIDUP

$VDQRUJDQL]DWLRQWKURXJKWKH'$18%(SDUNV&21NECTED we learned that there is a lot of difference
EHWZHHQFRXQWULHVLQDSSURDFKSDSHUZRUNSRVLWLRQ
RI1*2ōVLQVWDWH&ROOHDJXHVLQ*HUPDQ\DQG$XVtria are straight mainstream while we… we kind of
meandering here.”
:KDWZRXOGEHPDLQUHDVRQVWREHVDWLVƓHGZLWK\RXU
work as an organization? For example you have - let
me google „BROZ“ again… you have 119 awards
and decorations from 60 countries around the world,
LQFOXGLQJ)UHQFK/HJLRQRI+RQRXUDQG1DWLRQDO2Uder of Merit, the British Order of the Bath, the Soviet
2UGHURI/HQLQWKH-DSDQHVH2UGHURIWKH&KU\VDQ-

And to all this important things I would add something small that made me smile when I took a look
DWƓQDOO\IRXQGHGŊ%52=ZHEVLWHWKH\SURPRWHDQ
action called “Adopt a goat guard”. And they explain:
ŏ%\V\PEROLFDOO\DGRSWLQJDJRDW\RXZLOOKHOSXVWR
restore the precious habitats of pastures and meadows as well as to restore the cultural phenomenon of
grazing to our ambience”.)
Well dear Andrea, is there anything else you would
like to add at the end?
ő5HDGWKHERRNō6HFUHWOLIHRIWUHHVōE\3HWHU:RHKOHben. It tells about forests as social networks and how
WUHHVIHHOFRPPXQLFDWHKHOSHDFKRWKHUOLYHOLNHKXman families. A true gem and sort of mind changing
material.
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)HUWĎ+DQV£J1HP]HWL3DUN
– Szigetköz Protected Landscape Area
Riding along pleasant paved road on the dyke that
WRRNPHULJKWIURPWKHKHDUWRI%UDWLVODYD DQGKRZ
FRQYHQLHQW WKURXJK WKH 3URWHFWHG /DQGVFDSH $UHD
'XQDMVN«OXK\LHŴRRGSODLQV ,SDVVHGE\YLOODJHÎXnovo (Dunacsún) and came very close to Hungarian
border. Here was a crossroads where a traveler along
WKH (XUR9HOR  FDQ GHFLGH ZKHWKHU WR WXUQ QRUWK
FURVVLQJ WKH ÎXQRYR GDP WR ZDWHU VSRUWV FHQWUH
Divoka voda and continuing to hydroelectric power
SODQW*DEFLNRYRRQ6ORYDNDQVLGHRUWRWXUQVRXWK
OHDYLQJWKHG\NHHQWHULQJ+XQJDU\WKHQFRQWLQXLQJ
WRZDUGVVWLOOGLVWDQW%XGDSHVWYLD*\ĎU
$QG WKDWōV ZKHUH , PHW P\ QHZ KRVWV DQG F\FOLQJ
IULHQGVIURP+XQJDU\0U$WWLOD)HUVFKSURMHFWPDQDJHUIURP)HUWĎ+DQV£J1DWLRQDO3DUN )+13 KHDGRIƓFHRUJDQL]HGWKHULGHEXWDOVRLQYLWHGWKHORFDOJXUX
0U=ROW£Q)Į]IDSUHVLGHQWRIŏ3LV]WU£QJ.¸U(J\HV¾OHWŐ
(Trout Circle Association) to guide us on two wheels.
7KH6]LJHWN¸]LVDQLVODQGZLWKDOLYHO\ODQGVFDSH
km long with an average width of 6-8km. By its total area of 375 km2 it is the largest in Hungary. This
“Child of the Danube” lies between the Mosoni-DanXEHFKDQQHODQGWKHROG'DQXEHLQWKH*ROGHQWULDQJOHNPIURP9LHQQDNPIURP%UDWLVODYDDQG
140 km from Budapest. The whole area is 50 km long
LQVWUDLJKWOLQHEXWWRWDOOHQJWKRILWVVLGHDUPVŊIURP
narrow streams to wide ones - is almost 800 km. With
Slovakian island Zitny Ostrov and tens of other smallHU LVODQGV DQG VLGH DUPV LW IRUPV WKH ELJJHVW LQQHU
delta of the Danube.

,QWKHWLPHVRI$XVWUR+XQJDULDQ(PSLUHLWVSRZHUful navigational lobby had an ambition to constantly
expand its activities and to develop the infrastructure
for navigation. That is why a new channel for ship trafƓFZDVPDGHLQIURP.RPDURPWR9LHQQD
and its sides were stabilized by stones. Before that
6]LJHWN¸]ZDVMXVWDPD]HRIVPDOODUPVDQGEUDQFKes - a kingdom of thousand islands.
$WWKHSDVWULSSOHVRIWKHKXPDQPLJUDWLRQWRXFKHG
only the outer rim of this wonderful world – its
VZDPSV KDYH SURWHFWHG WKH LVODQGVō ZLOGOLIH IURP
more interference. In modern times it was exposed
to consequences of too ambitious human plans and
actions (more about that later) but is still alive.
But it is not only the idyllic biosphere gem that has
WREHSUHVHUYHGKHUHWKH6]LJHWN¸]DTXLIHUŊDWKLFN
gravel layer that lies several hundred meters below
WKHULYHUEHGEHWZHHQ%UDWLVODYDDQG*\ĎUŊFRQWDLQV
14 cubic kilometers of clear water. That is the largest
GULQNLQJZDWHUVXSSO\LQFHQWUDO(XURSHZLWKWKHGDLly output measured in millions of cubic meters both
for Hungary and for Slovakia.

population. Leaving and hunting space become too
tight so some of them started to migrate to other reJLRQVDQGSDLUVHQGHGKHUH
On the Mosoni-Duna side arm we came to the “Trianon” lock/sluice - an important element for controlling water level in the arm. In 1902 the nearby
WRZQ 0RVRQPDJ\DUµY£U VXIIHUHG D FDWDVWURSKLF
ŴRRGDQGWKDWVWDUWHGGHPDQGVIRUPRUHFRQWURORI
WKH VLGH DUP ,Q  WKH 0RVRQL'XQD ZDV VWDELlized and the sluice had the role to prevent high waters from going to the city. It was believed that the
Mosoni-Danube was still important as a waterway so
the sluice actually was planned to be a shipping lock
and built as a bridge that could be rotated to ensure
SDVVDJH RI YHVVHOV +RZHYHU LW QHYHU ZRUNHG DV D
ship lock and the bottom part of it was never built.

7KH 6]LJHWN¸] 3URWHFWHG /DQGVFDSH $UHD LV RQH RI
WKUHH3$WKDWDUHPDQDJHGE\)HUWĎ+DQV£J1DWLRQal Park. It was established in 1987 and has an area
of 10.000 ha. The PA preserves softwood and some
KDUGZRRG ULYHU IRUHVWV DV ZHOO DV SDVWXUHV RI YHU\
good quality – both for grazing and as a source of hay.
%HVLGHV XVXDO ELUG VSHFLHV VXFK DV VWRUNV KHURQV
EODFNNLWHVOLWWOHHJUHWVDQGRWKHUVSHRSOHIURPWKH
NP are especially proud of the white-neck eagles
who returned here after 40 years of absence. The
explanation of that happy event at the same time
shows how close and how connected is the European habitat: Scandinavia developed very good protection programs for eagles and poisoning there has
FHDVHGZKLFKOHGWRDVKDUSLQFUHDVHRIWKHHDJOHV
42

7KH7ULDQRQORFN
This zone is actually strategically very important as it
is a key to regulation of water levels all the way to
*\ĎU Ŋ WKLV LV ZK\ +XQJDU\ IRXJKW WR NHHS WKH ORFN
RQLWVWHUULWRU\LQKDUGWLPHVDIWHU::,DQG::,, ,W
was even part of the Paris peace treaty.)

Water sports: neighbors playing hydro-electric
power games
Gabcikovo-Nagymaros barrage system was one of
IRXU PDMRU HQJLQHHULQJ SURMHFWV DIWHU :RUOG :DU ,,
that were to change the course of the Danube. (OthHUWKUHHEHLQJWKH,URQ*DWHGDP V WKH5KLQH0DLQ
Danube Waterway and the Danube-Black Sea Canal).
In 1976 the governments of Czechoslovakia and Hungary agreed to construct the Gabcikovo-Nagymoros
Barrage System to correct bad work of the mother
nature – a popular ambition among ruling circles of
many communist countries at that time.
7KH V\VWHP ZRXOG FRQVLVW RI D UHVHUYRLU WZR GLYHUsion canals and two hydro-electric power plants:
Gabcikovo in present-day Slovakia and Nagymaros
in Hungary. The whole system would stretch from
%UDWLVODYDWR1DJ\PDURVRQDQHQRUPRXVOHQJWKRI
NP7KH'DQXEHZRXOGEHGLYHUWHGLQWRDQHZ
DUWLƓFLDOFKDQQHO OLQHGZLWKSODVWLFWRSUHYHQWVHHSage!) by a barrage at Hungarian village Dunakiliti.
The channel then would be used to produce elecWULFSRZHUSOXVDVDPDLQURXWHIRUZDWHUQDYLJDWLRQ
SOXVWRSURYLGHZDWHUVXSSO\LQWKHZLGHUHJLRQSOXV
(working together with other elements of the system)
WRSUHYHQWFDWDVWURSKLFŴRRGV
Gabcikovo power plant was designed to produce
720 megawatts of electric energy and to operate in
periodic water surge. After passing the dam each of
VXFKVXUJHVZRXOGJRGRZQVWUHDPDVDŴRRGZDYH
and then would be absorbed by a 160 megawatt
strong power plant at Nagymaros.
Political regimes changed in 1989 in both countries and environmental consciousness increased in
both countries - but in Hungary it had strong political connotations. In 1980 Hungarian scientists and
HQJLQHHUV RSHQO\ FULWLFL]HG WKH SURMHFW EXW ORFDO
environmentalism was also closely linked to the constantly increasing bigotry towards symbols of the old
UHJLPH *DEFLNRYR1DJ\PDURV SURMHFW ZDV VHHQ DV
DW\SLFDODUURJDQWFRPPXQLVWSURMHFWDQGUDSLGO\DWtracted strong political and public opposition. (The

ƓUVWJUDVVURRWVHQYLURQPHQWDORUJDQL]DWLRQRI(DVWHUQ(XURSHŏ&RPPLWWHHIRUWKH'DQXEHŐZDVDFWXDOly born during that campaign.)
In 1989 the Hungarian government eventually
one-sidedly decided to abandon the works at NagyPDURV DQG WR PDLQWDLQ WKH VWDWXV TXR DW 'XQDNLOLWL
VWDWLQJWKDWHQYLURQPHQWDOHIIHFWVRIWKHSURMHFWPXVW
be further examined.

(The success of Austrian environmentalists who - as
was mentioned in our Donau-Auen story - stopped
plans to build a hydro-electric power plant in a nature
UHVHUYHDW+DLQEXUJDGGHGDQHZWZLVWWRWKHHYHQWV
the “ecologically-shaken” Austrian government offered bank loans in 1986 and managed to cast a deal
that would bring to Austria one-third of the expected
total power produced by Gabcikovo-Nagymaros sys-

,Q  WKLV DUHD ZDV FRPSOHWHO\ FOHDQHG E\ PHFKDQL]DWLRQ $IWHU WKH RULJLQDO *DEFLNRYR1DJ\PDURV
SURMHFWZDVDEDQGRQHGLWUHFRYHUHGE\LWVHOI
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WHP :KHQ WKLQJV JRW FRPSOLFDWHG WKH FRPSHQVDtion that Hungary was supposed to pay to Austria for
EUDNLQJWKDWƓQDQFLDOGHDOWZDVDQH[WUDDGGLWLRQWR
other bitter pills to swallow.)
But the worst surprise was yet to come: during
1991-1992 in an unexpected move Czechoslovakia
(i.e. Slovakia) diverted most of the Danube to their
WHUULWRU\ DIWHU EORFNLQJ LWV ULYHUEHG LQ ÎXQRYR E\ D
ŏWHPSRUDOŐƓUVWVWDJHGDP$VHFRQGVWDJHGDPZDV
built at Gabcikovo. In the sensitive time when Czechoslovakia was splitting into the Czech Republic and
6ORYDNLD WKH SURMHFW EHFDPH LPSRUWDQW V\PERO RI
6ORYDNLDQQDWLRQDOLGHQWLW\IDFLQJQRWRQO\+XQJDULans but Czechs too.
The diverting drastically reduced the amount of waWHU RQ +XQJDULDQ VLGH EDGO\ GDPDJLQJ ZDWHU VXSply and environment there. Before the diversion the
DYHUDJH ŴRZ LQ WKH ROG 'DQXEH ZDV  P3/sec
and after that it was 400 m3VHFDFFRUGLQJWR6ORYDNLDQVRXUFHVRUP3/sec according to Hungarian
sources. (The level of water in the old river channel is
almost 2 m below the lowest value recorded before
the diversion.)
So:
• LQVWHDGRIFRPPRQ6ORYDNLDQ+XQJDULDQV\VWHP
all elements of the reduced system and most of
the Danube water went on Slovakian side;
• Nagymaros plant was never built. And this has led
to a huge problem (to add to other huge probems)
because of an additional function of that plant: it
was supposed to raise the water level on 110 km
XSVWUHDPGLVWDQFHDOORZLQJVKLSVWRQDYLJDWHRQ
WKDWVHFWLRQ:LWKRXWLWORZOHYHOVRIZDWHURQWKDW
that stretch are the main navigation obstacle on
WKHbNPORQJ'DQXEHFRUULGRU
• :LWKRXW WKH 1DJ\PDURV GDP WKH *DEF¯NRYR
power plant operates in „normal runnning river“
PRGHLQVWHDGRISURMHFWHGSHULRGLFZDWHUVXUJ-

es mode and thus is unable to reach optimal enHUJHWLFDQGHFRQRPLFHIƓFLHQF\ŊLWSURYLGHVRQO\
8% of Slovakian energy needs.
If all this happened between two other countries that
I know (and I live in one of them) we would probably
settle the things on an old traditional way. But in 1992.
Hungary and Slovakia wisely decided to take their
dispute to the International Court of Justice in Hague.
7ZR&HQWUDO(XURSHDQVWDWHVIRUWKHƓUVWWLPHRQFRXUW
– it was closely followed as it was supposed to be a
showcase of European way to settle disputes. In an
ambitious try to understand and summarise what was
RWKHUZLVHEURXJKWLQYROXPHVSDJHVDQG
NLORJUDPVRISDSHULWZRXOGEHXPWKLV6ORYDNLDEDsically wants Hungary to build the Nagymaros dam.
Hungary requests Slovakia to do regulation works on
the problematic stretch upstream form Nagymaros
and obviously to return the Danube water.
Couple more examples that show how complicated
the legal things could be:
D  'LG WKH ÎXQRYR*DEFLNRYR VROXWLRQ DV D FULSpled variant of the originally planned common
V\VWHPFKDQJHGWKHQDWLRQDOERXQGDULHVRI6ORYDNLD DQG +XQJDU\" 7KLV ZDV RQH RI WKH PRVW
GLIƓFXOWPDWWHUVRIWKHFDVH7KUHHWUHDWLHVIURP
the past and international law consider the
boundary as the main navigable channel of the
Danube at the lowest navigable level. The main
navigable channel now runs through the water
UHVHUYRLU DW ÎXQRYR DQG WKH LQODQG FDQDO ERWK
of which lie in Slovak territory. Slovakian view
LV WKDW WKHVH WUHDWLHV ZHUH YLRODWHG E\ +XQJDU\
ZKRXQLODWHUDOO\ZLWKGUDZIURPWKHSURMHFW
E  7KH 'DQXEH LV WKH RQO\ PDMRU ZDWHUZD\ OLQNing Hungary with Northern Europe. When it is
GLYHUWHGRQWR6ORYDNWHUULWRU\DVLJQLƓFDQWSDUW
of Hungarian trade can be tariffed. (That can be
UHVROYHGRQO\E\WUDQVSRUWLQJJRRGVYLD$XVWULD
but at an increased cost and takes more time.)
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As with any clever court involved in such sensitive disSXWHWKLVRQHGLGQōWGHƓQLWHO\UHVROYHWKHFDVHXQWLO
ZKHQERWKVLGHVVWDUWHGWRVHHPSUHWW\WLUHGRI
it. Which opened chance to close the unpleasant stoU\RQDGHFHQWZD\ZLWKDQ\RQHHTXDOO\XQVDWLVƓHG
All that was the legal aspect. But the environmental
impact of diverting the river and building two dams
ZDVLPPHQVHWKDWōVZK\WKH,QWHUQDWLRQDO5LYHUV1HWZRUNUDQNHGWKHSURMHFWDPRQJWKHWRSPRVWHQvironmentally destructive hydraulic engineering proMHFWVLQWKHZRUOG
• /RVV RI WKRXVDQGV RI KHFWDUHV RI IRUHVW ŴRRG
SODLQDJULFXOWXUDOODQGVDQG'DQXEHFRXQWU\VLGH
• $IWHU WKH FORVLQJ RI WKH ROG ULYHU EHG ZDWHU LQ
some branches of the Danube fell by 2m while
some other btanches dried completely and the
groundwater table fell 4m below the soil. The
unique wetlands of this Central Danube region
ZHUH GHSHQGHQW RQ D VWHDG\ ZDWHU ŴRZ LQ LWV
PDQ\FKDQQHOVŊGUDLQDJHRIŴRRGLQJDUHDVDQG
ZHWODQGV EDGO\ LQŴXHQFHG SODQW DQG RUJDQLF
species. It threatens to dry up the last inland delta
RI(XURSHFRPSULVLQJRIWZRODUJHLVODQGV6]LJetkoz and Zitny Ostrov and a very dense branch
V\VWHPLQWKHVXSSRUWLQJŴRRGSODLQDUHD
• The absence of the Nagymaros barrage caused
intensive degradation of the Danube riiver bed
GRZQVWUHDP ZLWK ,QFUHDVHG VHGLPHQW VXSSO\
DQGUHGXFHGŴRRGFDSDFLW\
One aspect that seems to be improved according
WR MRLQW 6ORYDN+XQJDULDQ VWXGLHV LV VWDELOL]DWLRQ RI
groundwater levels and local improvement of groundwater quality. (Impoundment of the Danube allegedly
improved ground water quality on right side of DanXEHDW5XVRYFHDQGÎXQRYRZDWHUVXSSO\

$QGZKLOHZHDSSURDFKWKH9LVLWRUFHQWHURIWKH3$LQ
'XQDV]LJHWEXLOWDQGUXQE\WKHŏ7URXW&LUFOH$VVRFLDWLRQŐKHJLYHVRXUJXLGH=ROW£Q)Į]IDDQGKLVWRXULVtic business as an example.
ŏ7KH FHQWHU LV HOHYHQ \HDUV ROGŐ MRLQV WKH FRQYHUVDWLRQ=ROW£Q)Į]IDŏ%XWLWLVVWLOOQRWƓQLVKHG
The reason is that we prefer recycled materials for
building but also want quality and functionality. The
URRILVIRUH[DPSOHPDGHIURPWLOHVFROOHFWHG
from 18 old houses.”

$QG LW VHHPV WKDW WKH GHVWLQ\ RI WKLV ORFDWLRQ
ZDVDOZD\VWREHDQLPSRUWDQWVSRWRQWKHULYHU
DV HYHQ LWV QDPH VXJJHVWV 7XUNLVK ZRUG ŏNLOLWLŐ
PHDQVŏNH\Ő RIWKH'DQXEH 
Attila Fersch says that the FHNP was involved in four
work packages of the DANUBEparksCONNECTED
SURMHFWDQGH[SODLQVUHVXOWV
• The Wild islands package: detailed revitalization
plans prepared for several islands and will be
used in the future works there.
• The Danube forest corridor: collected info about
QDWXUDODQGDUWLƓFLDOIRUHVWVIRUWKH'DQXEHZLOG
mapping.
• The Danube dry habitat: monitored species and
numbers of orchids in the PA.
• Danube free sky: cooperated in the process.
)RU KLP RQH RI WKH EHVW ORQJWHUP UHVXOWV RI D 1DWLRQDOSDUNSUHVHQFHKHUHLVVRPHWKLQJTXLWHVSHFLƓF
and not visible to an average visitor: the development of a successful cooperation with local people:
“It is not possible to achieve good results if locals are
QRWVDWLVƓHGDQGPRWLYDWHG7KH3URWHFWHG$UHDLGHally should serve not only nature but also local stakeKROGHUVLWLVQHFHVVDU\WRZRUNDWWKHVDPHWLPHZLWK
locals and with the nature.”

The center has a very nice exhibition of wildlife in
WKH3URWHFWHGDUHDDVZHOODVDQHGXFDWLRQDOVSDFH
but what made the strongest impression on me was
WKH VSDFH DW WKH SKRWR EHORZ WKDW ORRNHG OLNH D
beach volleyball court (actually several of them tied
together).

We offer wide scope of possibilities to visitors of the
3$ EHVLGHV WKH9LVLWRU &HQWHU FDPSLQJ DQG FODVVLF
DFFRPPRGDWLRQ VSDFH WKH\ FDQ HQMR\ FDQRHLQJ RU
combined canoeing-cycling tours. There is also a forHVWVFKRROZKHUHNLGVW\SLFDOO\VSHQGƓYHGD\VOHDUQing in the nature.
7KHUH DUH VL[ HPSOR\HHV LQ WKH DVVRFLDWLRQ DOO RI
them university education and we developed a lot
of new ideas and interactive themes. Being a presiGHQWRIWKHDVVRFLDWLRQ,DPHVSHFLDOO\VDWLVƓHGWKDW
we are well known not only in the region but in the
ZKROHFRXQWU\GHVSLWHWKHIDFWWKDWRXUVFRSHLVQRW
mass tourism but eco-tourism.“

This is an area that the Centre rents to water research
organizations and it is used to make very precise and
detailed models of particular Danube zones in Hungary. Such models are then used to investigate in real
time possible results of interventions planned in difIHUHQWSURMHFWV
7KHUH ZDV QR IRUPHG PRGHO ZKHQ ZH YLVLWHG EXW
you can see one on the photos above.
(Taken from brochure “Mutual facilitation of revitalization of inundation area and river branch system
RI WKH 'DQXEH LQ WKH 6]LJHWN¸] Ŋ &VDOOµN¸] UHJLRQ
Ŋ 6KRUW VXPPDU\ RI WKH SURMHFW UHVXOWVŐ   7KH WZR
PDUNHGKXPDQƓJXUHVRQWKHWRSLOOXVWUDWHWKHVFDOH
of the model.
$QG=ROW£QLVWKHULJKWSHUVRQWRWHOOPRUHDERXWWKH
Trout Circle Association (TCA) activities:
ŏ:H DUH DQ HQYLURQPHQWDO HGXFDWLRQ RUJDQL]DWLRQ
IRXQGHG  \HDUV DJR $QG ZH EHFDPH DQ RIƓFLDO
SDUWQHURIWKH)HUWĎ+DQV£JEHFDXVHWKH13GRHVQōW
KDYHSHUVRQQHOWKDWGHDOVZLWKWKDWVXEMHFWZKLOHWKH
Trout Circle Association has 3-4 employs with necesVDU\TXDOLƓFDWLRQV
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=ROWDQ ZLWK WKH FROOHFWLRQ RI URFNV WDNHQ GXULQJ
WKH \HDUV RI WUDYHOOLQJ DQG ND\DNLQJ DORQJ WKH
ZKROHOHQJWKRIWKH'DQXEH

$QGRXUSULGHLVRXUHFRPRELOHŴHHWFDQRHV
bicycles and a trailer that can transport all this together. Our formula is: 32 persons with 8 liters of diesel
fuel. In the biggest inner delta of Middle Europe you
can discover lots of natural values. The greatest experience can be when you can tour the most special
SODFHVE\FDQRHELF\FOHRURQIRRWŐ

FRQWLQXHV WR GHHSHQ DQG LWV ZDWHU OHYHO GHFUHDVHV
while the branch system is feeling with sediment. The
cause that triggered this process can be dated back
LQ  ZKHQ WKH ƓUVW EDUULHU RQ WKH 'DQXEH ZDV
constructed in Geisingen (today Germany). Since
WKHQQHDUO\ FXUUHQWO\RSHUDWLQJ GDPVZHUHEXLOW
on the river…

To have trailer for bicycles and another trailer for caQRHV Ŋ WKDW LV QRW VRPHWKLQJ QHZ %XW =ROWDQōV LGHD
was to have one trailer for both. And that became the
7&$ōVVSHFLDOW\DQGWUDGHPDUN
ŏ:H ZHUH ƓUVW WR GHYHORS WKLV FRQFHSW ZKLFK WKHQ
GHƓQHG VSHFLƓF SURJUDPV IRU JXHVWV 1RZ D ORW RI
RWKHU13ōVDQGWRXULVWDJHQFLHVXVHWKHLGHDŐ

7KHPDMRUIXQFWLRQRIWKHFKDQQHOōVFRQWUROJDWH ZLWK
LWVUHJXODWLQJFORVXUH LVWRSUHYHQWWKHDUWLƓFLDOO\VXSSOLHGZDWHULQWKHVLGHDUPVV\VWHPVRIWKH6]LJHWN¸]
IURPŴRZLQJIUHHO\LQWRWKH'DQXEH ,Q+XQJDry begun to pump water from the depleted waters
RIWKHROG'DQXEHWRUHYLYHWKHZHWODQGVZKLFKKDV
helped to replenish streams but also created an environment in which people can recreate again.) The
RWKHUUROHLVWRDGMXVWWKHZDWHUOHYHOLQWKHVLGHDUP
A monitoring that was conducted several years ago
GHWHFWHGƓVKIURPGLIIHUHQWVSHFLHVLQWKHƓVK
pass.

$WWKHHQGZHFRXOGQōWOHDYHWKH&HQWUHZLWKRXWH[SHULHQFLQJVRPHND\DNLQJLQWKH6]LJHWN¸]ODE\ULQWK
WKDW=ROWDQDIWHUWUDYHOLQJDQGSDGGOLQJHYHU\ZKHUH
DORQJ WKH 'DQXEH GHFODUHV DV WKH EHVW ND\DNLQJ
space on the whole river length.

+RZORQJLVWKH0RVRQL'XQDVLGHDUP")URP0RVRQPDJ\DUµY£UWR7DQ]DQLDŊMXVWDVN=ROW£Q3DSS

:H FRQWLQXHG RXU ULGH DORQJ WKH 6]LJHWN¸] GDP
DQG DW ORFDWLRQ 'HQNSDO FDPH WR WKH ƓUVW ƓVK SDVV
WKDWZDVEXLOWLQ+XQJDU\EDFNLQ7KHFKDQQHO
bridges 4 m of height difference between the main
riverbed and the side arm system. The difference is
result of a process in which the bed of the Danube

,WZDVDIRUWXQDWHVHWRIFLUFXPVWDQFHVWKDW,JHW
LQWR D ORQJHU FRQYHUVDWLRQ ZLWK DQRWKHU =ROW£Q
IURP RXU F\FOLQJ JURXS EHFDXVH DW WKH EHJLQQLQJKHVHHPHGDELWVK\WRXVHKLV(QJOLVK%XW
LW WKHQ WXUQHG RXW WKDW 3DSS =ROW£Q ZDV D UHDOO\
LQWHUHVWLQJSHUVRQ%HLQJDPHFKDQLFDOHQJLQHHU
DQG GHVFULELQJ KLPVHOI DV D ELNH GHVLJQHU WKLV
QLFH JHQWOHPDQ IURP 0RVRQPDJ\DUµY£U GHYRWHGDORWRIWLPHLQWKHSDVW\HDUVWRGHVLJQDFDUJR ELF\FOH WKDW ZRXOG HDVH WKH GDLO\ ZDWHU DQG
JRRGV WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ IRU SRRU SHRSOH LQ$IULFDQ
FRXQWULHVEHLQJDWWKHVDPHWLPHUREXVWVLPSOH
DQGFKHDSHQRXJKWREHSURGXFHGORFDOO\
ŏ$IWHUDVKRUWWUDLQLQJSURJUDPVIRVWHUHGE\PH
ORFDOPHFKDQLFVRUUHSDLUPHQVKRXOGEHDEOHWR
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SURGXFH WKHVH VLPSOH ELNHV E\ WKHPVHOYHV DQG
ZLWKVLPSOHWRROV7KLVGRHVQōWKHOSRQO\WKHXVHUVLWDOVRVXSSRUWVWKHVPDOOHQWUHSUHQHXUV$OO
LQDOOLWZRXOGKHOSORFDOSHRSOHPDNHWKHLUOLYLQJ
DWWKHLUKRPHWRZQVŐ
+HGLGQRWKHVLWDWHWRH[DPLQHKLVLGHDVRQWKH
VSRW WUDYHOLQJ WR 7DQ]DQLD FRXSOH RI WLPHV DQG
ZRUNLQJZLWKORFDOFDQGLGDWHVIRUKLVŏ&DUJRELNH
IRU$IULFDŐSURMHFW0RUHGHWDLOVRQWKHZHEVLWH
www.cargobike.africa WKH YLGHR DW WKH EHJLQQLQJVKRZVELNHLQDFWLRQ 
$OOWKHEHVW=ROW£QZHZLFK\RXZLQGLQWKHEDFN
ZLWKWKLVQREOHSODQ 

Duna - Ipoly National Park
(DINP)
This National Park seems to nicely travel along the
Danube with you - from Esztergom all the way to
%XGDSHVWLWLVDOZD\VWKHUHRUQHDUE\DIULHQGO\EXW
unobtrusive touch on the shoulder. Unobtrusive… if
\RXGRQōWNQRZDERXWLWZKLOHULGLQJWKH(XUR9HOR
LWZLOOVLOHQWO\VWD\DVLGHLQWKHKLOOVDERYHWKHULYHULQ
3LOVDQG9LVHJU£GPRXQWDLQVLQWKH%¸U]V¸Q\UDQJH
RQLVODQGVZHWODQGVDQGŴRRGSODLQV7KHUHLVDORWRI
KLGGHQEHDXW\KHUHMXVWDVKRUWWUDLQULGHDZD\IURP
Budapest.
:KHUH WKDW VHFRQG SDUW RI WKH SDUNōV QDPH
FRPHV IURP" ,SRO\ ,SHý  LV D  NP ORQJ 'DQXEHWULEXWDU\ZLWKWKHVRXUFHLQFHQWUDO6ORYDNLD
2UH0RXQWDLQV DQGWKHFRXQŴXHQFHQHDU6]RE
LQ +XQJDU\ 2QH  SDUW RI LWV YDOOH\ EHWZHHQ WKH
WRZQV RI +RQW DQG %DODVVDJ\DUPDW EHORQJV WR
WKH1DWLRQDO3DUN
(VWDEOLVKHGLQLWLVWKHQLQWKDQGWKH\RXQJHVW
but at the same time one of the most diverse national
SDUNVLQ+XQJDU\%HVLGHVLWVDUHDRIKDWKH
3DUNōV'LUHFWRUDWHDOVRWDNHVFDUHRI3URWHFWHG/DQGVFDSH$UHDV1DWXUH&RQVHUYDWLRQ$UHDVRQHDUHD
recognized by a European Diploma for Protected Areas and a Biosphere Reserve of Pilis mountains. It is
also part of the EU Natura 2000 nature and bird protection network. The uniqueness of the park comes
from a mixture of three different landscape types: rivHUYDOOH\VPRXQWDLQVDQGORZODQG2ILWVVSHFLHV
RI ELUGV  DUH SURWHFWHG E\ ODZ 6RPH VSHFLHV RI
ŴRUDDQGIDXQDKDYHWKHLUVROHKDELWDWKHUH

7KH 'LUHFWRUDWH KDV WR ƓQG ZD\V WR VDYH WKHVH UDUH
DQGHQGDQJHUHGVSHFLHVSURWHFWWKHLQWHJULW\RIWKH
ZLOGOLIHSODQDQGLPSOHPHQWWKHFRQVHUYDWLRQPHDVXUHVDQGOHWōVQRWIRUJHWWKHSUHVHUYDWLRQRIFXOWXUDO
and historical values – all this (a bit similarly to the
Wachau region) in the crowded central part of HunJDU\ DQG DPLGVW GHQVH LQIUDVWUXFWXUH DQG LQGXVWU\
including Budapest. So expect some magic to be unveiled later here :)
One interesting development is that there are now
more and more signs of habitation by Eurasian beaYHUVDQGO\Q[WRRVSHFLHVZKLFKKDGSUHYLRXVGLVDSpeared completely in this region.
The region is the cradle of numerous cultural values as well. Traces of prehistoric humans have been
IRXQG LQ WKH FDYHV ZKLOH WKH %¸U]V¸Q\ LV KRPH WR
'U«JHO\ &DVWOH DQ LPSRUWDQW VLWH LQ +XQJDULDQ KLVtory. Fine examples of mediaeval ecclesiastic architecture include the ruins near Pilisszentlélek and the
PRQDVWHU\ RI WKH 2UGHU RI 6W 3DXO DW 0£ULDQRV]WUD
The Park also has local history houses and museums
ZKLFK SUHVHQW WKH FXOWXUH DQG OLIH RI WKH UHJLRQōV
*HUPDQPLQRULW\ZKLFKZDVVHWWOHGLQWKHDUHDLQWKH
18th century.
The emblem of the National Park bears an image of a
URVDOLDORQJLFRUQZKLFKLVDVVRFLDWHGZLWKROGEHHFK
forests as its larvae develop in the rotting wood of
dead trees. Its wings are brilliant steel-blue and
EODFNDQGLWVORQJDQWHQQDHEULQJWRPLQGDVWULQJRI
SHDUOV,WLVDSURWHFWHGVSHFLHVNQRZQDVURVDOLDDOpina. The choice of the emblem also symbolises that
the mission of nature protection is to safeguard life
in all its forms.
7RVWDUWP\YLVLWLQ(V]WHUJRPōVSDUWRIWKH3DUN,QHHGHG
to cycle 6km out of this charming historical town. Then
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,FDPHWRWKH.¸N¸UFVLQ+£] ŏ$QHPRQHKRXVHŐ WKH
KHDGTXDUWHUVRIWKH13ZKHUH,PHWSzilvia Németh
and Gergely Kálmán.
With his University degree Gergely started career
LQ WKH SDUN DV D WRXU JXLGH VL[ \HDUV DJR WKHQ DIWHU WKUHH \HDUV EHFDPH D FRPPXQLFDWLRQ RIƓFHU DW
SDUNōV 'HSDUWPHQW RI HQYLURQPHQWDO HGXFDWLRQ +LV
MRELVWRLQWURGXFHYDOXHVDQGTXDOLWLHVRIWKH3DUNWR
YLVLWRUVDQGWRH[SODLQWRSXEOLFZK\WKHLUPHDVXUHV
DQGDFWLRQVDUHLPSRUWDQWŏ7KLVLVRQHHIƓFLHQWZD\
to provide nationwide support for out activities and
to be sure that enough people will always stand behind us.”
DANUBEparksCONNECTED gave Gergely chance to
check how the public relations strategy was applied
LQ)HUWĎ+DQV£JDQG.LVNXQV£JL1DWLRQDO3DUNVZKLOH
'MHUGDS13LVFXUUHQWO\RQKLVZLVKOLVW
7KHDUHDGHƓQLWHO\KDVDQLQWHUHVWLQJSDVW$WWKHƓUVW
SODFH,ZDVVXUSULVHGWROHDUQWKDWWKH2WWRPDQRFcupation of Esztergom region lasted for 150 years.
7KDWORQJ"3KHZřQRZWKHVH\HDUVRI2WWRPDQ
occupation of Serbia seem a bit more… acceptable.
$QGWKHQWKHVSDFLRXVKLOO]RQHDURXQGWKH.¸N¸UFVLQ
+£]ZDVXVHGDVDPLOLWDU\H[HUFLVHJURXQGVLQFHWKH
HQGRI::,ZHOOXQWLOWKHQLQHWLHVRIWKHODVWFHQWXU\
when Russian troops left the region. And the house itVHOIZDVDFWXDOO\EXLOWWREHWKHRIƓFHUVKHDGTXDUWHU
And the concrete surface on the parking lot is 60 cm
thick – it was made to bear the weight of the tanks.
And the nearby small lake is called Killer lake: it was
used to practice operating tanks underwater and one
day a complete Russian crew in one of them drowned.
And… and today it is a Protected Area (*) that sees
YLVLWRUVSHU\HDUPRVWO\VFKRROFKLOGUHQ7KHUH
LVVSDFHWRDFFHSWRIWKHPDWDWLPHIRUDQHGXFDWLRQDOVWD\7KHUHLVDQH[KLELWLRQRQWKHVHFRQGŴRRU
RIWKHKRXVHSUHVHQWLQJYDOXHVRIWKHDUHD

 7KHUH DUH WZR OHYHOV RI QDWXUH SURWHFWLRQ LQ
+XQJDU\ 3URWHFWHG $UHD DQG 6WULFWO\ 3URWHFWHG
$UHD9LVLWLQJD63$LVDOORZHGRQO\ZLWKWKHHVFRUWRIWKHUDQJHUV
7KH ZKROH 'DQXEH LQ +XQJDU\ LV GHFODUHG DV D
1DWXUD]RQH %XWDQLQWHUHVWLQJIDFWLVWKDW
WKH3$ōVRI+XQJDU\SURYLGHKLJKHUOHYHORISURWHFWLRQWKDQWKH1DWXUD]RQHV
0D[LPDOSHQDOWLHVIRUGDPDJLQJDQGGHVWUR\LQJ
SURWHFWHGVSHFLHVRIŴRUDDQGIDXQDLQ+XQJDU\
DUHLQWKHUDQJHRIHXUDQGWKHZRUVWFDVHV
PLJKWLQFOXGHLPSULVRQPHQW%XWZKLOHWKHPD[LPDO SHQDOW\ IRU WKH ZKLWHWDLOHG HDJOH LV VRPHWKLQJ WKDW RQH FRXOG H[SHFW WKH LQWULQVLF YDOXHV
RI VRPH RWKHU SURWHFWHG DQLPDOV FDQ EH TXLWH
VXUSULVLQJ )RU H[DPSOH WKH ŏZRUWKŐ RI EURZQ
EHDUV RU ZROYHV LV XQGHU  (85 ZKLOH RQH
VSHFLHVRIKXPEOH EXWYHU\UDUH IRUHVWPRXVHLV
LQWKHVDPHFDWHJRU\DVWKHZKLWHWDLOHGHDJOH
(857RVHHPRUHFKHFNWKLVSDJH
0\KRVWVWRRNPHWRWKH6WU£]VD ŏ3DWUROŐ KLOO6WXG\
7UDLO $OO KLOOV LQ WKH UHJLRQ DUH 7ULDVVLF  PLOOLRQ
years old limestone formations and the highest of
WKHPKDVDQHOHYDWLRQRIP6WU£]VDLVPXFKORZHU EXW DSSURYHV LWV QDPH RQH FDQ VFDQ ODUJH GLVtances from its peak. Before reaching that point we
H[SHULHQFHG D GLYHUVH ODQGVFDSH ƓUVW WUHHOHVV DQG
VDQG\JUDVVODQGWKHQVKHDUVWUHQJWKRIDNDUVWLFFOLII
with its characteristic shrubs and including a quarry
that was used until 100 years ago. There were several
protected plants species along the way.
([FHSW IRU WKLV ZDON .¸N¸UFVLQ +£] RIIHUV WR YLVLWRUV
the “Bunker” tour: you can visit a few of these interesting remnants from the area military past.

9LHZRI(V]WHUJRPIURPWKH6WU£]VDKLOO
:HZDONHGDELWPRUHWKURXJKWKHƓQHODQGVFDSHEHKLQGWKH6WU£]VDKLOO$IWHUDIHZGD\VRIVWURQJUDLQ
spots of dainty purple color here and there marked
6]LOYLDōVDQG*HUJHO\ōVEHOORZHGŏSHWVŐRUFKLGV+DSS\ DQG SDVVLRQDWH WKH\ NQHZ WKH H[DFW SODFH HYHQ
EHIRUH ZH ZRXOG DUULYH WKHUH DQG DIWHU D ZKLOH ,
was curious did they even give a name to each of
the plants. A bit of giggling and then I got this conƓGHQWLDO LQIRUPDWLRQ ŏ2UFKLGV KDYH VRPH NLQG RI
a character and they are a bit mysterious too. They
disappear for a couple of years - sometimes even
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IRUVL[VHYHQ\HDUVDQGWKHQFRPHEDFN7KLVRQH
KHUHIRUH[DPSOHUHDSSHDUHGWKLVVSULQJDIWHUWZR
years.”
%DFNWRWKH.¸N¸UFVLQKRXVHIRUDTXLFNZDONWRWKH
Killer lake before saying goodbye to my hosts. Its
ZDWHUOHYHOLVREVHUYHGDQGDGMXVWHGE\WKH3DUNōV
VWXII EXW DW WKLV PRPHQW LW ZDV HPSW\ WKH ORFDO
JRYHUQPHQW ZDV ƓQDQFLQJ FOHDQLQJ LWV ERWWRP
IURPPHWDODUWLIDFWV DJDLQUHPQDQWVIURPWKHPLOitary past).

VL]H 6R HDFK UDQJHU FRYHUV D KXJH VSDFH %DO£]V
ZKR ZRUNV LQ WKH 3DUN IRU VL[ \HDUV WDNHV FDUH RI D
territory that covers seven villages and has an area
of - 60.000 ha (!) That is why his shift usually means a
ZHHNRUPRUHRIDFRQVWDQWSUHVHQFHLQWKHƓHOGDQG
KHGRHVQōWUHWXUQKRPHGXULQJWKLVWLPH

%HWZHHQDQGRQHRIWKHODUJHVW3ULVRQHUV RI:DU FDPSV RI WKH$XVWUR+XQJDULDQ 0RQDUFK\ ZDV ORFDWHG LQ WKH PLOLWDU\ H[HUFLVH ƓHOG
VXUURXQGLQJ 6WU£]VD +LOO 0DQ\ RI WKH SULVRQHUV
IHOOYLFWLPWRHSLGHPLFVDQGZHUHEXULHGLQHOHYHQ
FHPHWHULHVWKLVLVWKH&HPHWHU\1RZLWKJUDYHV
RI,WDOLDQ5RPDQLDQDQG6HUELDQSULVRQHUV
:KHQ WKH 6RYLHW DUP\ WRRN RYHU WKH DUHD WKH
FHPHWHU\ ZDV QHJOHFWHG DQG JUDGXDOO\ FRYHUHG
E\VFUDS,WZDVFOHDQHGDQGUHQRYDWHGIURP
WRZLWKWKHMRLQWHIIRUWRIWKH+XQJDULDQ,QVWLWXWH DQG 0XVHXP RI 0LOLWDU\ +LVWRU\ 0LQLVWU\
RI 'HIHQFH 0XQLFLSDOLW\ RI (V]WHUJRP &XOWXUDO
6RFLHW\ ŏ+RQYHGŐ 'XQD,SRO\ 13 DQG D QXPEHU
RIYROXQWHHUV$PRQJSDUWLFLSDQWVDWWKHRSHQLQJ
FHUHPRQ\RQVW-XO\ZHUHUHSUHVHQWDWLYHV
RI,WDO\5XVVLD5RPDQLDDQG6HUELD

Szentendrei island
$IWHU F\FOLQJ IURP (V]WHUJRP SDVW WKH IRUPHU UR\DO
VHDW9LVHJU£GDQGLWVLPSUHVVLYHFDVWOH,WRRNDVKRUW
boat ride to Kisoroszi - a small village at the western
HQG RI WKH 6]HQWHQGUHL LVODQG ULJKW LQ WKH 'DQXEH
Bend.

7KHSODQZDVWRPHHW*HUJHO\DJDLQQH[WPRUQLQJIRUDF\FOLQJWRXUEXW,GHFLGHGWRXVHWKHUHVW
RIWKLVGD\WRYLVLWWKHZHVWHUQWLSRIWKHLVODQGLW
ORRNHGSURPLVLQJRQWKHPDS$QGLWZDVDOXFN\
GHFLVLRQ  WKRVH ODWH DIWHUQRRQ KRXUV WXUQHG WR
EHDPRQJWKHPRVWEHDXWLIXORQWKHZKROH'DQXEHWULS7KHODWHVXQWXUQHGSHEEOHVKRUHVLQWRD
JROGPLQHZLWKVPRRWKKXJHQXJJHWVDOODURXQG
$QGLWZDVLPSRVVLEOHWRJHWHQRXJKRIWKHSLFWXUHVTXHSDQRUDPDRIULSDULDQIRUHVWSHUPHDWHG
E\VKDGRZVDQGVKDOORZZDWHUQRULWZDVSRVVLEOH WR OHDYH LW ZLWK D JODG KHDUW WR WKH PHOWLQJ
SRZHURILQFRPLQJQXDQFHVRIWKHQLJKW
1H[WPRUQLQJ,URGHWR7DKLWµWIDOXDVPDOOWRZQWKDW
LVOLNH%XGDSHVWYHU\ORJLFDOO\ GLYLGHGE\WKH'DQube to Tahi (the mainland part) and Tótfalu (the island part). Tótfalu and its sandy soil surroundings are
famous for wines but maybe even more for growing
strawberries.
A small band for the island cycling experience included Gergely WKH 3DUN UDQJHU Balázs Fehér DQG
Sasha DraskovicDIULHQGIURP%XGDSHVW
There are 30-35 rangers in the Danube–Ipoly NP but
WKDW LV VWLOO IDU IURP HQRXJK FRQVLGHULQJ WKH 3DUNōV
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7KH ƓUVW LQWHUHVWLQJ WKLQJ WR VHH RQ WKH LVODQG ZDV
RQH RI LWV VDQG\ ]RQHV QRZDGD\V XVHG IRU JUD]LQJ
7KHƓQHVDQGKHUHZDVFRYHUHGZLWKQDWXUDOO\JURZQ
bushes and shrubs. This was home for many protectHG SODQW VSHFLHV LQFOXGLQJ IHDWKHU JUDVV 6WLSD ERU\VWKHQLFD DSRVWJODFLDOUHOLFWDQGDQHQGDQJHUHG
VSHFLHVŏ3HRSOHXVHGWRSLFNLWMXVWEHFDXVHLWORRNHG
QLFH DQG WKH\ ZDQWHG WR WDNH LW KRPHŐ VD\V %DO£]V
“But education helped to change that habit a lot.”

$ODQGVFDSHZLWKWKHIHDWKHUJUDVV
'HVSLWH EHLQJ FORVH WR GHQVHO\ LQKDELWHG DUHDV WKH
island is not under pressure of illegal construction
(unlike the hilly regions of the Park):
ŏ:H JHQHUDOO\ JHW RQ ZHOO ZLWK ORFDO SHRSOH WKHUH
LV VRPHWLPHV MXVW D ODFN RI NQRZOHGJH DERXW WKH
3DUNUXOHVDQGUHJXODWLRQV)RUH[DPSOHVRPHGRQōW
know that they must have a permit for grazing and
haymaking. But this is a Natura 2000 zone and that
entails certain conditions for human activities. HayPDNLQJZLOOVWDUWDIWHURUFKLGVƓQLVKŴRZHULQJŊZLWKLQ
DPRQWKWKHLUŴRZHUVDQGOHDYHVZLOOGLVDSSHDUOHDYing only underground tubers that will be safe from
cutting tools or moving machines. Grazing begins in

-XQHDQGLWZLOOEHRQO\KRUVHV,WLVQRWWKDWZHVSHFLƓFDOO\IDYRUWKLVVRUWRIGRPHVWLFDQLPDOVWKHVLWXDtion is that the local person who uses these pastures
NHHSVRQO\KRUVHVŐH[SODLQV%DO£]V
7KHELJJHVWZLOGDQLPDOLQ+XQJDU\"<HVWKHVFDOH
JRHVXSWREHDUV/DVW\HDURQHHQWHUHGWKHFRXQWU\
IURPWKH&]HFK5HSXEOLF WKDWLVDOVRZKHUHZROIV
XVXDOO\FRPHIURP DQGLWZDVDELJPHGLDQHZV
7KHEHDUPDQDJHGWRJRTXLWHIDUVRXWKZDUGVEHIRUHEHLQJFDXJKWPDUNHGZLWKDWUDFNLQJGHYLFH
DQGWUDQVSRUWHGWRWKHPRXQWDLQVLQWKHQRUWK%XW
+XQJDULDQIRUHVWVDUHJHQHUDOO\QRWELJHQRXJKWR
SURYLGHWKHŏIXOOFRPIRUWŐWRDEHDU

The Szentendrei island is a very important source
of drinking water for Budapest. This potential was
GLVFRYHUHGLQWKHVL[WLHVRIWKHODVWFHQWXU\WKHODQG
was nationalized soon after that and the arterial wells
system that was built consists of hundreds of units.
Each well is actually a vertical duct that goes 20-30m
GHHSLQWKHJURXQGDQGWKHQWKHUHDUHWKLQQHU
30m long horizontal side pipes that branch from the
vertical duct. All wells are connected to a central
collecting station with strong pumps that pull water
from this arterial network. The water thus obtained is
VRFOHDQWKDWLWGRHVQRWQHHGDQ\SURFHVVLQJDSDUW
from adding a bit of chlorine to take care of eventual
impurities in the city pipelines.
7KH DPRXQW RI SODVWLF ERWWOHV LQ +XQJDULDQ SDUW
RI WKH 'DQXEH LV GHFUHDVLQJ $V DERXW JHQHUDO
SROOXWLRQ WKH 'DQXEH FLWLHV DUH TXLWH ŏIULHQGO\Ő
ZKLOHVPDOOHUULYHUVOLNH7LV]DDUHELJJHUSUREOHP
%XGDSHVW KDV D SURFHVVLQJ SODQW IRU ZDVWH ZDWHU6]HQW(QGUHKDVLWVRZQHWF $OOWKHVHSODQWV
ZHUH EXLOW URXJKO\  \HDUV DJR DIWHU +XQJDU\
EHFDPHDQ(8PHPEHU

At an old branch of the Danube. This was an island
DQGWKHULYHUZDVŴRZLQJKHUHEHIRUHVHGLPHQWDWLRQ
closed the passage. Zones like this one are now very
LPSRUWDQW IRU ƓVK UHSURGXFWLRQ WKHUH DUH VSHFLHV
(carp for example) that spawn only in standing water.
There are a lot of invasive plants (pale green color
RQ WKH SKRWR  VXFK DV WKH *UHHQ$FHU WKDW UHSUHVV
WKHRULJLQDOVSHFLHVZKLFKLVWKHPDMRUFRQVHUYDWLRQ
SUREOHPRQWKHLVODQG8QIRUWXQDWHO\WKHUHLVQRHIƓcient way to prevent this process. The approach with
PHFKDQL]DWLRQLVYHU\GLIƓFXOWDQGFOHDULQJLQYDVLYH
SODQWV ZRXOGQōW KHOS IRU ORQJ DQ\ZD\ Ŋ WKH 'DQXEH
constantly brings new seeds.

After informing me that the Park plans to build a
ODUJH 9LVLWRU &HQWHU LQ '¸P¸V *HUJHO\ QRWHV WKDW
F\FOHWRXULVWVZKRWUDYHODORQJWKH(XUR9HORSUDFWLFDOO\GRQōWYLVLWWKH3DUN:KLFKLVUHDOO\VRPHWKLQJ
WRWKLQNDERXWLWLVQHFHVVDU\WRVSHFLƓFDOO\SURPRWH
the Duna-Ipoly and other protected Danube areas
ERWKE\(XURSHDQF\FOLVWōVIHGHUDWLRQ ZKRPDQDJHV
WKH(XUR9HORURXWHV DVZHOODVE\QDWLRQDO(XUR9HOR
coordinators.

 FORVH WR D FLW\ SXEOLF WUDQVSRUW VWDWLRQ ULJKW WKHUH
MXVWOLNHWKDWřZDVWKHHQWUDQFHWR6]HPOĎKHJ\LFDYH
:KLFKVHHVYLVLWRUVSHU\HDU-XVWOLNHWKDW
András Hegedüs DQ 13 HPSOR\HH DQG SDVVLRQDWH
VSHOHRORJLVW PHPEHU RI WKH &DYH 5HVFXH +XQJDULD
DQGP\KRVWLQWKHFDYHORRNV\RXQJEXWKHPDQDJHG
to pack in his pockets as much as 25 years of work experience. And his speleological history is even longer
than that: he started early and chased caves in HungaU\)UDQFH,WDO\86$5RPDQLD0RQWHQHJUR6HUELDř
(He greeted me with a nice basic Serbian vocabulary
HYHQRQWKHSKRQHEHIRUHZHPHW
“The cave was discovered in 1930 and was opened
for tourists in 1986. It is currently explored in a length
of 2200 m and visitors can walk on about 250 meters
of sidewalks and stairs. It underwent the last general
UHFRQVWUXFWLRQ LQ  ZKHQ DFFHVV ZDV SURYLGHG
also for disabled people. The light system was in imSURYHG LQ  DQG VLQFH QH[W \HDU YLVLWRUV ZLOO EH
able to watch 3D movies here.”
Being one of the most valuable natural treasures of
%XGDSHVW DQG RIIHULQJ ULFK IRUPV DQG RUQDPHQWV
6]HPOĎKHJ\L LV SODFHG XQGHU LQFUHDVHG SURWHFWLRQ
Such examples of pisolite precipitations and gypsum
FU\VWDOVDUHKDUGWRƓQGDQ\ZKHUHHOVHLQ(XURSH

The secret worlds of Budapest

The clear and dust-free air of the cave offers a therapy to treat asthma and other respiratory organs
SUREOHPVKRXUVDGD\WLPHVDZHHNZLWKD
GRFWRUōVUHIHUUDODQGWUHDWPHQWVDUHIUHH$QGZKLOH
EHLQJ WKHUH IRU PHGLFDO RU MXVW WRXULVW PRWLYHV RQH
can see an exhibition showing the most important
caves of the Buda Hills.

A series of highly surprising discoveries in the Hungarian capital started in Buda Hills: right in the middle of a densely inhabited area whose streets were
GRWWHG ZLWK QLFH XSSHUPLGGOHFODVV IDPLO\ KRPHV

&DYHV \HVř 7KHUH DUH PRUH WKDQ  RI WKHP LQ
+XQJDU\DQGLQ%XGDSHVWWKHUHDUHPRUHWKDQ
7KXVQRWIDUIURPWKH6]HPOĎKHJ\LWKHUHZDVDQRWKHU
RQHWKDWVHHVDVPDQ\YLVLWRUVEXWERDVWVWKHORQJ-
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HVWXQGHUJURXQGV\VWHPRI+XQJDU\3£OY¸OJ\LFDYH
FKDQQHOVDUHNLORPHWHUVORQJ$QGDJDLQWKLVXQbelievable world exists right below the basements of
a densely populated area of the Hungarian capital.

3£OY¸OJ\LFDYH
2SHQHGIRUYLVLWRUVLQWKHFDYHLVIDPRXVIRULWV
unique dripstones and fossilized seashells and to AnGU£VRSLQLRQLWLVWKHPRVWEHDXWLIXOFDYHLQWKH%XGD
+LOOV:HZDONHGDELWPRUHWKDQPEXWWKHUHDUH
tours for advanced cavers that are 3 km long.
7KHODVWVXUSULVHIRU6DVKDDQGPHZDVDJDLQMXVWD
short walk away: the upper part of the Sas-hegy (“EaJOH+LOOŐDWUDQVODWLRQRIWKHIRUPHU*HUPDQQDPH
“Adlerberg”) is actually no less than - a Nature Reserve. A tiny island of pure nature at 257 m of altiWXGHVXUURXQGHGE\WKHVHDRIFRQFUHWHDQGFLYLOL]DWLRQWKHSDWFKRIZLOGHUQHVVWKDWOLQJHUVDPRQJVWWKH
WDOOEXLOGLQJVFRPSOHWHZLWKDYLVLWRUFHQWHUJXLGHG
WRXUVOLPLWHGPRYHPHQWRIWRXULVWVDQGDFXVWRGLDQ
to take us around.
ŏ:HOO%XGDSHVWLVRQHRIWKHULFKHVWFLWLHVLQ(XURSH
ZKHQLWFRPHVWRQDWXUH,WVŴRUDLVFKDUDFWHUL]HGE\
endemic species and there are Eastern imperial eaJOHVRQO\NPIDUIURPWKHFLW\LQWKHKHDUWRIWKH

'XQD,SRO\1DWLRQDO3DUNŐVD\VRXUJXLGHGulyás Kis
Czaba SDOHRQWRORJLVW DQG JHRORJLVW D ORFDO YROXQteer and supervisor in the Reserve. And he took us
RQ D QDUURZ XQEHOLHYDEOH WUDLO WKDW ZDV WZLVWLQJ RQ
the top of the hill between limestone and dolomite
IRUPDWLRQVDQGŴRUDDQGIDXQDGDWLQJIURPWKHJODcier era - all this with a near-360 degree scenic view
of absolutely all famous and important buildings of
the pulsating metropolis below us.
The zone with Sas hill separated during the ice age.
Before that it was a part of a warmer climate zone that
ZDVIROORZLQJWKHOLQH'XQDYŊ9DUGDU LQ0DFHGRQLD 
It is known that the territory of Pest (and most of what
LVWRGD\+XQJDU\ ZDVDPDUFKODQGDWWKDWWLPHEXW
the type of vegetation is unclear since it changed
over the last 5000 years. There is only a small wetland area left today in the Pest zone and there are
VWLOOUHSWLOHVDPSKLELDQVDQGRWKHUVSHFLHVW\SLFDOIRU
wetlands.
The circular trail is about 2km long and connects all
corners of the 12 ha large Reserve above the slopes
ZKHUH DIWHU WKH 2WWRPDQ RFFXSDWLRQb *HUPDQ FROonists planted orchards and vineyards. Since 1940s
building of family homes and villas started to endanJHUWKDWJUHHQ]RQHEXWGXULQJWKH::,,PDQ\RI
WKHPZHUHGHVWUR\HGHVSHFLDOO\GXULQJWKHVLHJHRI
Budapest in 1944-45. (There is one old bunker on the
trail that nowadays hosts a seismic station. And the
FXULRVLW\LVWKDWWKHVWDWLRQZDVWKHƓUVWWRUHJLVWHUWKH
UHFHQWQXFOHDUERPEWHVWLQ1RUWK.RUHDWKXVVWDUWing an international crisis.)
Then in 1958 the hill was placed under protection
DQGEHFDPHRQHRIWKHƓUVWQDWXUHUHVHUYHVRI+XQJDU\,WZDVKRZHYHUWRRODWHIRURWKHUQHDUE\KLOOV
- they were already covered with houses.
Some species - like bird Monticola saxatilis (Common
5RFNWKUXVK KDYHYDQLVKHG$QGHYHQWKDWƓUVWSURtection of the Sas Hill was not very strong: the really
HIƓFLHQWSURWHFWLRQUHJLPHVWDUWHGLQ
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The Sas Hill actually has two peaks and one of them is
VWULFWO\SURWHFWHGGXHWRLWVYDOXDEOH$OSLQHDQG'RORPLWHVSODQWVSHFLHV7RGD\RQHFDQƓQGKHUHVSHcies that remained from the warmer period before
WKH,FH$JHVLGHE\VLGHZLWKWKRVHIURPWKH,FH$JH
The most iconic plant of the Sas Hill is the silver grass
3DQQRQLDQ EOXH JUDVV 6HVOHULD VDGOHULDQD  GDWLQJ
from the glacier era. It normally lives at the altitudes
RIPLQWKH$OSVDQG&DUSDWKLDQV'XULQJ
the Ice Age it moved far south and returned afterZDUGEXWKHUHGXHWRWKHVHSDUDWLRQLWZDVLVRODWHG
at the altitude of 250m and became endemic.
There are also almond trees which are typical MedLWHUUDQHDQSODQWVEXWWKH\ZHUHSODQWHGDWWKHWLPH
of vineyards and there are still some of them left.
Twenty years ago all non-native trees planted before
the establishment of the Reserve were removed and
they now monitor the situation. After all this time the
process has not yet been completed - more time is
QHHGHGWRUHWXUQWKHKDELWDWWRLWVRULJLQDOYHU\GLIferent state.
„You will also observe many lizards who love the
HQYLURQPHQW DQG ŴRUD RI WKH KLOO DV ZHOO DV LWV YDU\ing temperatures. The snake-eyed lizard (Ophisops
HOHJDQV  LV WKH VPDOOHVW (XURSHDQ OL]DUG YHU\ WLPLG
DQG KDUG WR VHH YHU\ VSHFLDO RQHŐ VD\V &]DED DQG
then sniggers proudly: “But we know exactly all his
favorite points here so we spot him often enough.
:HDOVRKDYHKHUHWKH&DVSLDQZKLSVQDNH+LHURSKLV
caspius - it is the longest snake of Europe and can
UHDFKPLQ'REURJHDUHJLRQRI5RPDQLDWKHUHDUH
HYHQPORQJVSHFLPHQV8QIRUWXQDWHO\WKHUHDUH
RQO\  RU VR RI WKHP OHIW LQ WKH %XGD KLOOV EXW WKH
famous Jane Goodall Institute tries to preserve them
KHUH/HWōVPHQWLRQDOVRWKH=HEUDVQDLO=HEULQD'HWULWDWKDWLVW\SLFDOIRUWKH'RORPLWHVEXWVWLOOSUHVHQW
in our Reserve.”
%XGDSHVW LV JRRG ]RQH IRU PLJUDWLRQ ELUGV ZKLOH
Sas Hill produces especially good thermal currents.

7KDWōV ZK\ HYHQ HDJOHV VRPHWLPHV VWD\ KHUH IRU
a while. (There is a “secret” Danube island where
white-tail eagle nest.)

WKHEULGJHWRHQWHUWKH5£FDOP£VLVODQGZKLFKLVSDUtially the National Park territory (4 ha) and Protected
Area / Natura 2000 (356 ha).

But there is another migratory species that comes in
large numbers: there were 2200 visitors in March of
WKLV\HDUZKLOHDYHUDJHDQQXDOYLVLWVUHDFK,
asked Anna Vatai  WHDFKHU ORFDO YROXQWHHU DQG IXWXUHPDQDJHURIWKH9LVLWRU&HQWUHLVWKDWWRRPXFK
IRUWKLVUHODWLYHO\VPDOODUHD"

“There are four islands on a 100 km long stretch
EHWZHHQ %XGDSHVW DQG 5£FDOP£V DQG WZR RI WKHP
are protected as Natura 2000 areas. This one is the
largest and serves as a model of an ancient island
on this part of the Danube. Two hundred years ago
WKHUHZHUHƓHOGVDQGSHRSOHOLYHGKHUH7KHQGXHWR
PLJUDWLRQWRWKHFLWLHVWKHLVODQGZDVGHVHUWHGDQG
today is mostly covered with forest. In the northern
SDUWEHWZHHQWKHLVODQGDQGWKHOHIWEDQNRIWKH'DQXEHWKHUHLVDVZDPSVXLWDEOHIRUDTXDWLFELUGVŐ

“We strictly control the movement of visitors while
VWLOO RIIHULQJ WKHP LQWHUHVWLQJ SURJUDPV WR HQMR\
)RUH[DPSOHRQHDFK0D\WKZHKDYHŌ%LUGVDQG
WUHHVō GD\ IRU VFKRROV DQG NLQGHUJDUWHQV EXW LW LV D
family program as well. To get back to the question:
the most important thing is that the Sas Hill has been
SUHVHUYHGZKHQLWZDVGHFODUHGDVD1DWXUDO5HVHUYH
and its important species are now safe here.”

The last DINP station: Protected area Great
island of Racalmas
After a long cycling (and rainy) day across huge CseSHOLVODQG,FDPHWRDVPDOOEULGJHLQ5£FDOP£VYLOlage to meet with ranger Zoltán Kovács. We crossed

2ZQHU RI WKH LVODQG LV WKH VWDWH ZKLOH XVHU LV D IRUest company. They work here for 50 years now and
=ROW£Q VHHV WKHLU LQŴXHQFH DV XVHIXO ŏ:RUNLQJ ZLWK
XV DV SDUWQHUV WKH\ KHOSHG WR UHSODFH QRQQDWLYH
poplar trees with original sorts on 70% of the island.”
Most protected species are plants but valuable ones
include birds as well. There is one pair of white-tail
eagles in the south part. Being here for 20 years they
are old-timers but there is even a new generation
QRZWZR\RXQJVWHUV+RZHYHUWKH\ZLOOOHDYHVRRQ
as the parents will not tolerate competition.

:LOGERDUUHGGHHUDQGIR[DUHSHUPDQHQWUHVLGHQWV
But they are not in a perfect paradise here because
WKHLVODQGLVDVHDVRQDOKXQWLQJDUHD,WLVDOVRŴRRGHG LQ WKH DYHUDJH HYHU\ WZR \HDUV DQG DW VXFK SHriods the space for these animals is reduced to the
west coast.
The whole island is opened for visitors and offers 3
NPORQJWUDLODWLWVQRUWKHUQHQGXVHGIRUUHFUHDWLRQ
and for children education (with the help of rangers).
During summer it is possible to cycle around the isODQG SHULPHWHU EXW DIWHU GD\V RI UDLQ ZH ZHUH QRW
able to even walk much further from the bridge.
On those 4 ha that belong to the NP a small nursery
JDUGHQZDVHVWDEOLVKHGDOORZLQJIRUFXOWLYDWLQJDQG
research of various genotypes of black poplar:
ŏ7KLVZDVWKHRULJLQDOVRUWEXWLQWKHODVW\HDUVLW
seemed to disappear from Hungary. (It was not interesting for commercial use because it does not grow
DVIDVWDVQHZK\EULGVWKHUHDUHPRUHVLGHEUDQFKHV
WKDWPDNHLWKDUGHUWRFXWDQGWKHUHZDVZHUHPRUH
ZDVWHGXULQJSURFHVVLQJ 7KHQZLWKLQWKH'$18%(SDUNV&211(&7(' IRUHVW SDFNDJH ZH KDG IRXQG
the original black poplars here on the island and
documented them by photographs and GPS points.
We took genetic samples and sent them to appropriDWHLQVWLWXWHVLQRUGHUWRVXFFHVVIXOO\FRQƓUPWKDWZH
have the right thing.
7KHUHDIWHUWKH/,)(SURJUDPJDYHWKHPDFKDQFHWR
establish another nursery with tens off different black
SRSODU JHQRW\SHV ZKLOH IRXU KXQGUHG JHQRW\SHV
ZHUHFROOHFWHGDORQJWKH'DQXEHLQWKHWHUULWRU\RI
the NP.

=ROW£Q.RY£FV
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'XQD'U£YD1DWLRQDO3DUN
White storks
on Black Poplars
I sailed through great sunny morning to the Danube
EULGJHLQ%DMDDQLFHWRZQZLWKVRXOVLQ%£FV
.LVNXQ&RXQW\ZKHUH,PHWWKUHHERWDQLVWVDQGUDQJHUVIURPWKH'XQD'U£YD1DWLRQDO3DUNP\F\FOLQJ
EXGGLHVIRUWKHORQJLVKULGHWR0RK£FV
$QGLWZDVQōWDVWUDLJKWZD\WRWKHUHRIIFRXUVHKRZ
else would I be initiated into some secrets that usual
WRXULVWVGRQōWVHH"6RZHIRUJRW0RK£FVIRUDZKLOH
DQGVWDUWHGZLWKULGHDORQJ6XJRYLFDDUPWRDVKDUS
KHDGODQGZLWKWKHPRQXPHQWRIIDPRXV%DMDVRQ,VWY£Q7¾UU
%DFN WR %DMD DQG ZH FURVVHG WKH 6XJRYLFD EULGJH
WR3HWĎƓLVODQG 6XJRYLFDDUPZDVDFWXDOO\WKHPDLQ
'DQXEHŴRZLQWKHSDVW 7KHLVODQGLVDSRSXODUUHFUHDWLRQDODQGKROLGD\DUHDRIWKHWRZQZLWKDVSRUWV
VZLPPLQJSRROUHVRUWVDQG\RXWKFDPSVPDQ\ERDW
houses and places to rent kayaks or canoes.
2QHPRUHMXPSYLDDPRGHUQDQGEHDXWLIXOSHGHVWULDQF\FOLQJEULGJHRYHU7¾UU,VWY£QFXWDQGZHODQGed on the Great Pandurian Island (Pandúr-sziget).
The Black Poplar was on the lips of many people that
,PHWRQWKLVWULS$ERWDQLFDOLFRQVWURQJV\PERORI
conservation and a usual wish in revitalization plans…
%XWKRZWRDFWXDOO\UHFRJQL]HLW"(YHU\RQHVHHPVWR
agree that genetic tests are the only sure way to tell
LWEXWLWDOVRVHHPVWKDWLQHYHU\SURWHFWHGDUHDWKHUH
LVDVSHFLDOORFDOUHFHLSWIRUWKDW 2U,MXVWGLGQōWOLVWHQ
WRFDUHIXOO\DOOWKHWLPH"

ŏ7KH VKDSH RI %ODFN 3RSODU GLIIHUV IURP PRGHUQ
$PHULFDQK\EULG 3RSXOXV[HXUDPHULFDQDRUō1REOHō
poplar as we call it here) which has been planted
in Hungary for the last 150 years. The Crown of the
American type is more regular-shaped and its trunk
its straighter (thus more convenient for cutting and
WKDWWRJHWKHUZLWKWKHIDVWHUJURZWKPDNHVLWPXFK
PRUHGHVLUDEOHIRUFRPPHUFLDOXVH ZKLOHWKH%ODFN
3RSODUKDVPRUHŌIUHHVW\OHōRUŌGLVRUGHUO\ōFURZQDQG
WUXQNŐ VD\V ERWDQLVW András Márkus while briskly turning pedals of his mountain bike: „And there
LV DOVR WKH ORRN RI WKH FURVVVHFWLRQ RI WKH FRUH RI
a young branch: if it has a pentagon shape it is not
+XQJDULDQEXWWKH$PHULFDQW\SH7KHUHLVKRZHYHU
DSUHVHQFHRIDJHQHWLFPL[LQJVRWKHFRUHPHWKRG
is not 100% reliable - that is why genetic test is the
best thing to do.“
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ŏ$V$PHULFDQ RU Ō1REOHō SRSODUV JURZ IDVW WKH\ DUH
FXWIRUFRPPHUFLDOSXUSRVHVHYHU\\HDUVXQlike former hybrids that were cut every 50 years. If
OHIWDORQHK\EULGFDQOLYH\HDUV$VDERXWWKH
%ODFN3RSODULILWJURZVDORQHDQGQDWXUDOO\LWVOLIHVSDQ
LV\HDUVEXWLILWZDVFXOWLYDWHGLWFDQOLYH
\HDUVŐH[SODLQVTamás SchmidtWKHSDUNUDQJHU
'XQD'UDYD 1DWLRQDO 3DUN ZDV HVWDEOLVKHG LQ
0RVWRILWVDUHD KHFWDUHVRIZKLFK
KDDUH5DPVDUZHWODQGV LVORFDWHGLQRQH
RI (XURSHōV ODUJHVW DQG PRVW QDWXUDO ŴRRGSODLQ
HFRV\VWHP IRUPHG EHWZHHQ WKH 'DQXEH 'UDYD
DQG 6DYD ULYHUV VRQ WKH &URDWLDQ DQG 6HUELDQ
ERUGHUV7KH'DQXEHLVPHDQGHULQJKHUHFDUU\LQJLWVVDQGDQGVLOWVHGLPHQWDQGRYHUWLPHIRUPLQJQHZVLGHEUDQFKHV

7KHIDXQDDQGŴRUDRIWKHDUHDLVKLJKO\GLYHUVH
ZLWKPDQ\VSHFLHVWKHUHDUHSRSXODWLRQVRI%ODFN
VWRUN DQG :KLWHWDLOHG HDJOH EODFN KDZWKRUQ
DQG WKH 'UDYD FDGGLV Ŵ\ ERWK HQGHPLF WR WKH
1DWLRQDO3DUNUDQJH VHYHQLQYHUWHEUDWHVSHFLHV
DUHXQLTXHLQ+XQJDU\ZKLOH'UDYDKDELWDWVKRVW
PRUHWKDQSURWHFWHGSODQWVDQGDQLPDOV
6LQFH WKLV UHJLRQ QHDU WKH VRXWKHUQ +XQJDULDQ
ERUGHUKDVEHHQLQKDELWHGVLQFHWKHHDUO\%URQ]H
$JH WKURXJK WKH KLVWRU\ SHRSOH DGDSWHG WKHLU
OLIHWRWKHŴRRGSODLQXVLQJLWVUHVRXUFHV)DUPHUV
WUDGLWLRQDOO\XVHGQDUURZQDWXUDORUDUWLƓFLDOFDQDOV ŏIRNVŐ WRSURYLGHŴRRGLQJRIWKHLQQHUODQG
DQGWRDGDSWLWWRWKHLUQHHGV5HHGFXWWLQJEHH
NHHSLQJDQGJUD]LQJFDQDOPDQDJHPHQWřDOVR
ZHUHEDVLVRIWKHOLYLQJKHUH

:KLOH DSSURDFKLQJ 0RK£FV ZH SDVVHG WKH VLGH
branch that bordered the eastern side of SzaEDGV£JV]LJHW /LEHUW\,VODQG ,QDURFNƓOOGDP
was constructed here with the aim to embed drinkLQJZDWHUSLSHV ZKLOHVKLSWUDIƓFZRXOGFRQWLQXHLQ
the main river branch). But the dam stopped the conWLQXRXVZDWHUŴRZLQWKHULYHUEHGDQGWKDWWULJJHUHG
fast sedimentation. It became obvious that during
the time the side-branch would completely silt up
and the island - one of the valuable habitats in the
Beda-Karapancsa region - would vanish into the river
bank.
+HUHZHVHHDPLFURORFDWLRQWKDWKDVEHHQSURWHFWHGGXHWREODFNVWRUNVQHVWLQJ
%XWWKDWSURWHFWLRQDOVRVDYHGSRSODUVIURPUHJXODUFXWWLQJVRWKH\KDGDFKDQFHWROLYHWKHLUIXOO
OLIHVSDQ 0DWHULDO IRU WKH HPEDQNPHQW ZDV GXJ
LQ WKH IRUHVW ZKLFK OHIW PDQ\ VPDOO SRQGV WKDW
QRZSUHYHQWWKHDSSURDFKRIPDFKLQHV7KHFRQVHTXHQFHRIDOOWKLVLVWKDWWKH]RQHLVPRUHQDWXUDODQGPRUHGLYHUVH

The protected species in this area of the Park are Black
6WRUNUHSWLOHVDQGDPSKLELDQV $QGE\WKHZD\DOOUHStile and amphibian species in Hungary are protected.)
,Q DFFRUGDQFH ZLWK +XQJDULDQ UHJXODWLRQV RQ ŴRRG
SURWHFWLRQVRPH]RQHVKDYHWREHFOHDQHGIURPORZHU YHJHWDWLRQ DOORZLQJ ZDWHU WR ŴRZ IDVWHU GXULQJ
ŴRRGV +RZHYHU IURP D ERWDQLFDO SRLQW RI YLHZ LW LV
good to have a lower plants growing between the
trees in a poplar forest.
Removing aggressive plants (pale green trees on
the photo above) is an never ending battle. The approach is usually not easy – and the Danube constantly brings new seeds anyway. (My hosts told me a nice
VWRU\ DERXW WKH 6]LJHWN¸] LVODQG WKDW , YLVLWHG VRPH
GD\V EHIRUH GXULQJ D ŴRRG WKDW KDSSHQHG VRPHZKHUHLQWKHQLQHWLHVRIWKHODVWFHQWXU\WKH'DQXEH
“stole” a huge amount of tomato seeds somewhere
upstream and then unloaded most of it on the island.
$VDUHVXOWWKH6]LJHWN¸]ZDVODWHUFRYHUHGZLWKWRmato plants for more than a year :)

With Eszter Buchert, talkin’ storks and other
nice things

5HKDELOLWDWLRQRIWKH/LEHUW\,VODQG
%XW WKDQNV WR WKH ƓQDQFLDO VXSSRUW RI WKH (8 /,)(
SURJUDPDQGWRDFRRSHUDWLRQRIWKHSXEOLF1*2ōV
DQG FRUSRUDWH SDUWQHUV UHKDELOLWDWLRQ SURMHFW ZDV
carried out in the period of 2009-2013. The dam was
RSHQHGDQGWKHVHGLPHQWUHPRYHGIURPLWZKLOHDW
the same time aggressive invasive tree species on
the island were replaced with native ones. This not
only saved the precious habitat but provided better
drinking water quality and allowed local people to
use the side-branch again for recreational purposes
- canoeing and rowing.
54

,VDLGJRRGE\HWRWKHJX\VLQ0RK£FVDQGFRQWLQXHG
GRZQVWUHDP WKURXJK %DUDQ\D FRXQW\ WR WKH QHZ
KRXVHRIWKH'XQD'U£YD13RQWKHRXWVNLUWVRIWKH
YLOODJH.¸ONHG
7KHKRXVHZDVIUHVKO\EXLOWWKLVVSULQJZLWKLQDQ(8
SURMHFW$QGWKDWLVZKHUH,PHW0UV(V]WHU%XFKHUW
vice-director of the NP.
ŏ:H FXUUHQWO\ XVH D VPDOO UHQWHG RIƓFH LQ 0RK£FV
DQG WKLV KRXVH ZLOO ƓQDOO\  DV LWV SULPDU\ SXUSRVH 
provide enough space for researchers. But our White
Stork Museum is presently located in a former school
RI.¸ONHGZKLFKGRHVQRWEHORQJWRXVWKDWōVZK\ZH
plan to build another building next to this one and to
move the museum here.”

:HZHQWWR.¸ONHGWRYLVLWWKH:KLWH6WRUN0XVHXP
)HK«U*µO\D0¼]HXP FUHDWHGLQE\WKH.¸ONHG
PXQLFLSDOLW\ZLWKWKHVXSSRUWRIWKH'XQD'UDYD13
Directorate. The museum exhibition educates visiWRUVDERXWYDULRXVVWRUNVSHFLHVWKHLUOLIHDQGPLJUDtion routes.
$WWKHƓUVWSODFHZK\LVWKHUHVXFKDPXVHXPXQLTXH
in Hungary, exactly in this village?

There in an nice accommodation space in the house
of the apartment type (and I happily used it overnight), but will it be open for tourists?
ŏ1RWKHKRXVHZLOOQRWFRPSHWHZLWKYLOODJHFDSDFities. The local people should realize that they can
PDNHDUHDOLQFRPHIURPDJURWRXULVPVRWKH\FHUWDLQO\VKRXOGEHQHƓWIURPRXUYLVLWRUVDVZHOOHVSHcially because this kind of cooperation with them is
slowly developing. Motivation is a problem (along
the Drava it is even worse) and since 2010 only one
household decided to offer pension service in the
village.”

ŏ.¸ONHGLVDYLOODJHRIVWRUNVŊHYHQLILWLVDVPDOORQH
there are 17 nests and storks are truly the citizens
KHUH WKH\ DUH OLYLQJ ZLWK WKH YLOODJH IRU FHQWXULHV
6WRUNVQDWXUDOO\OLYHLQIRUHVWVDQGŴRRGSODLQVEXWDV
VXFKDUHDVKDYHEHHQFRQVWDQWO\UHGXFHGRYHUWLPH
ZKLWH VWRUNV PRYHG FORVHU WR VHWWOHPHQWV GLVFRYHULQJWKDWWKH\FRXOGƓQGPRUHIRRGWKHUHDQGWKDWKXmans are not a danger to them. (Other inhabitants
can be a bit different story though: storks typically
do not visit yards with dogs.) Black storks are more
suspicious and they still like to live far from us.
/LYLQJZLWKXVVWRUNVKDYHOHDUQHGWRXVHRSSRUWXQLWLHV)RUH[DPSOHGXULQJKDUYHVWWLPHRUZKHQJUDVV
LVFXWRQƓHOGVWKH\JRLQIURQWRUEHKLQGPDFKLQHV
searching for bugs or mice.”
/LNHDVQDFNEDUř%XWZHDOVREHQHƓWIURPWKHP,
mean that birth rate thing...
And when we are at it: where that legend of distributing and delivering babies comes from?

7KH:KLWH6WRUN0XVHXPLQ.¸ONHG

„Throughout the centuries most weddings happen
LQ DXWXPQ ZKHQ ƓHOG MREV DUH ƓQLVKHG DQG WKHUH
LV PRUH IUHH WLPH$FFRUGLQJO\ D ORW RI FKLOGUHQ DUH
ERUQLQWKHVSULQJZKLFKLVDOVRWKHWLPHZKHQVWRUNV
UHDSSHDUUHWXUQLQJIURPWKHVRXWK
But probably most poetic explanation is the one that
speaks about souls of yet unborn babies levitating in
wetlands: when storks stroll around they luckily pick
XSDVRXOKHUHDQGWKHUHGURSSLQJLWODWHU DOVROXFNLO\ RQVRPHERG\ōVKRPHŏ
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Poetic it is… But it seems that we started this visit
from the end instead from the beginning - let’s talk
about the group psychology and mental focus of
storks?
“Um… let me give to you this concise guide to the
0XVHXPH[KLELWLRQŊ\RXZLOOƓQGWKHUHDORWRILQWHUesting things about storks”
And here it is:

More nuts and bolts of the white storks
(as learned from the Museum guide)
• %DVHG RQ PLJUDWLRQ URXWHV WKH QHVWLQJ SRSXODtion of storks in Europe can be divided into two
groups:
- Storks nesting west from the river Weser in Germany leave Europe through the Gibraltar Strait
LQ WKHLU MRXUQH\ WRZDUGV $IULFD DQG PLJUDWH WR
the north-eastern part of the continent. (10% of
migrating storks)
- Storks spending their breeding period east
from the Weser river travel through the BospoUXVDQGIROORZWKH1LOHYDOOH\LQWKHLUMRXUQH\WR
their wintering sites further to the south on the
continent. (90% of migrating storks)
• 6WRUNVOHDYH+XQJDU\LQ$XJXVWRULQWKHPLGGOH
RI 6HSWHPEHU DV ODWHVW DQG FRQWLQXH WR JOLGH
200-300 kilometers a day towards the south for
 PRQWKV KHOSHG E\ ZDUP DLU FXUUHQWV 7KH\
LQWHUUXSWWKHLUMRXUQH\DWVSHFLƓFORFDWLRQVWRUHVW
and feed. At least 15 such places are known to
H[LVWRQWKH%RVSRUXVURXWH2QWKHZD\EDFNWKH
ŴLJKW WDNHV PXFK OHVV WLPH VRPHWLPHV RQO\ 
PRQWKDVVWRUNVDUHLQDKXUU\WRVWDUWEUHHGLQJ
as soon as possible.
• :KLWH VWRUNV UHWXUQ KRPH LQ VSULQJWLPH VRPHZKHUH DURXQG 0DUFK DQG WKH PDOH ELUG DUULYHV
ƓUVW+HFKRRVHVWKHQHVWDQGVWDUWVWRUHQRYDWH
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•

•
•

•
•

•

•

•

it. And even the bird world is not immune to the
material values in life: it is not the beauty of the
PDOH ELUG WKDW DWWUDFWV WKH IHPDOH EXW WKH QHVW
that he is offering.
7RDGGLWLRQDOO\LQFUHDVHWKHFRPIRUWRIOLIHVWRUNV
rent the surplus space (the bottom parts of nests)
to sparrows. These little tenants clean waste material.
,QDQFLHQWWLPHVVWRUNVXVHGWRQHVWRQFOLIIVWKHQ
WXUQHGWRZDUGVWUHHWRSVODWHUWRURRIVDQGFKLPQH\VDQGUHFHQWO\KDYHSUHIHUUHGHOHFWULFSRZHU
poles which now hold about 90% of stork nests in
Hungary. Because these poles can be dangerous
WRWKHELUGVHOHFWULFLW\FRPSDQLHVKDYHEHHQLQstalling elevated nest platforms since the 1970s.
Other preferred nesting places include water towHUVFKXUFKWRZHUVDQGVDWHOOLWHUHFHLYHUGLVKHV
:KLWHVWRUNQHVWVFRQWDLQWZLJVKD\VWUDZURRWV
and feathers. But technologically advanced maWHULDOVDUHDOVRXVHGVXFKDVEDOHVWULQJVRUSODVtic bags.
The weigh of a nest can reach 50-100 kilos. The
heaviest stork nest ever known weighed 2000 kg!
The female lays 4-5 eggs that are incubated for
one month. The chicks need to grow fast during a
short period of time and each day they consume
the same amount of food as their own body
weight. The parent birds regurgitate the prey into
the middle of the nest from where the chicks help
themselves. Only water is delivered bill-to-bill.
At the age of one month the young birds stand
XSDQGE\WKHWLPHWKH\DUHPRQWKVROGWKH\
are about to leave the nest. Young storks that alUHDG\Ŵ\DOZD\VUHWXUQWRWKHQHVWIRUWKHQLJKW
The bill and feet of young birds are black. Then
they gradually turn red as the bird become older
WKHROGHUWKHELUGWKHPRUHLQWHQVLYHUHGLWVELOO
and feet are.
Storks reach their maturity and start successfully breeding when they of 3-4 years old. Before
that they only have breeding attempts and travel
around a lot.

• The oldest known stork that had been ringed
lived for 19 years and was killed by electrocuWLRQ+RZHYHUWKHUHLVZULWWHQLQIRUPDWLRQDERXW
a stork that is said to have lived for 70 years - this
RQH ZDV NHSW LQ FDSWLYLW\ ZLWK IRRG DQG VKHOWHU
always provided
• Hungary has two native species: the white stork
and the black stork. Both are strictly protected.
• Storks are mute. But they can emit sounds by repeatedly knocking together the upper and lower
halves of their bills (“bill-clattering”).

7KHUH LV HYHQ RQH SHUPDQHQW PHPEHU RI WKH
VWRUNSRSXODWLRQLQ.¸ONHGWKHQDPHRIWKLVJLUO
LV3LSDFV 3LSDFKLHŏ3RSS\)ORZHUŐ 
)RXU\HDUVROGQRZVKHIHOOIURPQHVWZKHQVKH
ZDV ŴHGJOLQJ DQG VLQFH WKHQ ZDV QHYHU DEOH WR
Ŵ\ 7KDWōV ZK\ VKH VWD\V KHUH DOO \HDU ORQJ DQG
WKDWLVRND\ZKDWIRUFHVVWRUNVWRJRPLJUDWHWR
WKHVRXWKDUHQRWORZWHPSHUDWXUHVLQWKHZLQWHU
EXWWKHODFNRIIRRGDWWKDWWLPH
6LQFH ODVW \HDU WKHUH LV HYHQ D SRWHQWLDO JURRP
WKDWFRPHVWRYLVLWUHJXODUO\EXWVKHVWLOOUHIXVHV
KLP
ŏ3LSDFK SUREDEO\ GRHVQōW OLNH WKDW KH LV VWUD\LQJDURXQGTXLWHDORWEHLQJTXLWHD&DVDQRYDŐ
VPLOHV(V]WHU
3LSDFKQRLQWHQWLRQWRWU\KHUZLQJV

And all others that migrate… Where exactly do they
go?
ŏ6WRUNVLQRXU3DUNPLJUDWHWR9LFWRULD/DNHLQ$IULFD
:HNQRZWKLVWKDQNVWRDPDUNLQJWKDWEHJDQLQ
ƓUVWLQ%XGDSHVWDUHDEHIRUHVSUHDGLQJWRRWKHUSDUWV
of the country.
0DUNHUV DUH DOXPLQXP ULQJV ZLWK XQLTXH QXPEHUV
applied on the left foot of the bird. (Coloured rings
DUHDOVRZLGHO\XVHGQRZDGD\VVLQFHWKHVHDUHVLPpler to read and identify. And for continuous tracking
RIWKHELUGVRQWKHLUMRXUQH\VHOHFWURQLFWUDQVPLWWHUV
are used.
7KHQXPEHU RUFRORUVFKHPH IURPWKHPDUNHUZLWK
UHFRUGHG SRVLWLRQ RI WKH ELUG DSSHDU RQ WKH ŏ%LUG
Life International” website whenever some of their
associates and volunteers across Europe and Africa
spot a bird with a marker.”
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What is a message sent by the model of the Kölked’s
environment, what is the essence that the visitors
should learn from it
ŏ$GHHSDQGFRPSOHWHNQRZOHGJHRIDŴRRGLQJDUHD
LVQHFHVVDU\EHIRUHDWWHPSWLQJDQ\FKDQJHVLQLWLQRUder to be able to predict how that particular change
ZRXOGLQŴXHQFHWKHZKROHV\VWHP)RUH[DPSOHDFHUtain change in water management can lead to drainLQJSRQGVLQWKHDUHDDQGWKDWZLOOIRUPDORQJHUFKDLQ
RIRWKHUHOHPHQWVRIWKHKDELWDW1RSRQGVQRIURJV"
:KDWZLOOWKHQKDSSHQZLWKVWRUNV",IWKHUHDUHIHZHU
VWRUNVWRKHOSUHJXODWHQXPEHUVRIEDJVDQGPLFHZLOO
WKDWUHŴHFWRQDJULFXOWXUDOUHVXOWVDQGIRRG\LHOGV"(Qgineers and planners should not focus only on techniFDOVLGHWKH\QHHGWRORRNDWDFRPSOHWHSLFWXUHŐ

Hapsburg nobleman owned the entire region from
KHUHWR2VLMHNLQ&URDWLDDQGWR%DÏND3DODQNDLQ6HUELD$JULFXOWXUDOODQGƓVKLQJDQGKXQWLQJUHVHUYHVř
DOO WKDW ZDV SULYDWH DQG FORVHG IRU SXEOLF ZKLFK
helped to preserve Béda-Karapancsa.
The whole cycling route is 40 km long and can be
GRQHLQRQHDIWHUQRRQEXWIRUWKHEHVWH[SHULHQFHLW
is recommended to take it slow – a full day or even to
two days would be optimal.

Any other activities and services of the museum that
we should mention?

There was a discrete fence below the dam that we
XVHG ŏ,W SURWHFWV \RXQJ WUHHV DQG ƓHOGV IURP ZLOG
ERDUVDQGUHGGHHU$OVRIURPEHDYHUVZKLFKZHUH
reintroduced in 1996 from Austrian National park
Donau-Auen. There is a bit too much of them now…”
says Eszter. Before this and other similar fences
ZHUHLPSOHPHQWHGWKHGDPDJHFDXVHGE\DQLPDOV
DPRXQWHGWRPRUHWKDQ(85SHU\HDU

“We are very proud to have a regular painting contest for primary school children once a year. It is already well established tradition.

Do you think about re-reintroducing beavers (let’s
say a couple hundreds of them) to the Donau-Auen?

The Museum also offers a bike rental service. There
is a choice of mountain bikes - we believe that they
DUH PRVW VXLWDEOH IRU WKLV DUHD  ZLWK GLIIHUHQW VL]HV
including those for children.”
We went to check recommended route for cyclists
that takes them deeper into the Béda-Karapancsa
(Karapancsa = “Black water”) – the zone with most
densely populated white-tailed eagle and black
stork areas in Hungary.
The tranquility of barely touched forests is also shared
KHUH E\ KHURQV HJUHWV DQG VSRRQELOOV7KH VKDOORZ
pools and water bodies serve as nurseries for the
JURZLQJ \RXQJ ƓVK DQG WKHUH LV DEXQGDQW IRRG IRU
these as well as for a multitude of other wading and
water birds. Plants species are those of marsh meadows and pastures.

ŏ%HDYHUV OLYH PD[LPDOO\ P IURP ZDWHUŐ HGXFDWHVPH=ROW£QSROLWHO\DERXWDGLIIHUHQWSRLQWZKLOH
giving me a strange look at the same time.

Portugal. Capacities are limited to 20 groups per year
HDFKWRXUGHPDQGVDORWRISUHSDUDWLRQZRUNŐH[plains Eszter.
We reached the far and lonely part of the dam close
to the border line with Croatia (as indicated on our
*36GHYLFHVEXWDOVRE\DERUGHUSROLFHSDWUROWKDW
we met) when fence took a completely different look:
it was no longer intended for animals but for illegal
migrants.
%XW \HW DQLPDOV DUH RIWHQ LWV YLFWLPV 5DQJHUV RIWHQ
ƓQGKHUHEORRGVWDLQVRUWUDFHVRIIXURUHYHQGHDG
roe deer – they get hurt or die while trying to leap
RYHUŏ2QWRSRIDOOWKDWWKLVIHQFHFDQEHTXLWHHDVLO\
UHVROYHGE\KXPDQVŐJUXPEOHV=ROW£Qŏ,WLVHQRXJK
WRWKURZRYHULWD\RXQJWUXQNRUDVWURQJHUEUDQFK
and than one can use it to walk over.” (*)
 , ZRQGHUHG ZRXOG LW EH DSSURSULDWH WR SXEOLFO\
PHQWLRQ WKLV ŏUHFLSHŐ EXW LW LV DFWXDOO\ TXLWH XQOLNHO\
WKDWVRPHRQHZKRULVNHGLWVOLIHDQGXVHGDOOSRVVLEOH
ZD\V DQG WULFNV WR UHDFK WKLV SRLQW ZRXOGQōW TXLFNO\
come to the mentioned solution.

,QWKHPHDQWLPHZHSDVVHGE\KLVIDLU\WDOHOLNHKRXVH
right in the middle of the forest. His family breeds domestic animals (pigs mostly) but also offers accomPRGDWLRQIRUWRXULVWVDQGJXHVWV=ROWDQōVZLIHXVXDOly guides them around. The old and nicely renovated
KRXVH LV UDWHG E\ WKUHH VXQŴRZHUV SURXGO\ VKRZQ
on the facade: there is a national system to classify
DJURWRXULVP FDSDFLWLHV LQ +XQJDU\ ZLWK PD[LPXP
IRXUVXQŴRZHUVIRUWRSIDFLOLWLHV
1H[W ZDV /DNH %RNL QLFH ƓVKHU\ DQG 9LVLWRUV 3RLQW
“We organize four hours long tours for 10-40 perVRQV PRVW RIWHQ SULPDU\ DQG KLJK VFKRRO VWXGHQWV
but there is also team building. Participants come
from abroad as well and we even had a group from
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7KHVH FRXQWOHVV UD]RUVKDUS GRXEOH EODGHV ZLOO
PHUFLOHVVO\ FXW HYHU\WKLQJ WKDW FRPHV WR WKHP
,QFOXGLQJWKHHQWKXVLDVPIRU(XURSHZLWKRXWERUGHUV

The perfectly nice paved dam continued towards the
HDVWUHSUHVHQWLQJWKHVKRUWHVWDQGQLFHVWZD\WRF\cle to Croatian town Batina. But that part will stay out
RIF\FOLVWVōUHDFKXQWLO&URDWLDHQWHUV6FKHQJHQ]RQH
,QWKHPHDQWLPHWKH(XUR9HORURXWHJRHVWR%DWLQDE\WKHPDLQURDGIURP0RK£FVDQGYLDWKHRIƓFLDO
border crossing Udvar.

ZLWK SUHYLRXV DQQRXQFHPHQW RQH ZHHN EHIRUH
DUULYDOŐ$V WKDW ORRNV D ELW FRPSOLFDWHG DQG WKH
QXPEHU RI UHTXLUHPHQWV LV SUREDEO\ ORZ FORVH
WR]HUR" WKH'LUHFWRUDWHRIƓFLDOVDUHXQZLOOLQJO\
IRUFHGWRXVHWKHVWDWLRQDVDKROLGD\HVFDSHIRU
WKHPVHOYHVDQGWKHLUIDPLOLHV

6HYHUDO NLORPHWHUV VRXWK RI 0RK£FV ZH WXUQHG OHIW
IURPWKHURDGWR8GYDUERUGHUFURVVDQGMXVWEHIRUH
YLOODJH 6£WRUKHO\ ŏ7KH VSDFH IRU WHQWVŐ Ŋ WKLV QDPH
SUREDEO\DOVRFDPHIURPWKHWLPHRIWKHEDWWOH" ZH
stopped in front of an isolated building with interestLQJDUFKLWHFWXUHŏ,WV\PEROL]HVWKH+XQJDULDQFURZQŐ
explains Eszter.
ŏ7KHH[DFWSODFHRIWKHEDWWOHZDVQRWNQRZQGHVSLWH
some excavations that took place in 1961. And then
in 1970 some bones came out to the surface during
ƓHOGZRUNV3HRSOHIURPWKHDUHDFROOHFWHGWKHPDQG
preserved them from stealing.

7KH /£EDVK£]   ŏ+RXVH RQ OHJVŐ  7KLV IRUPHU
FRQWUROVWDWLRQIRUWKH,URQ&XUWDLQQRZEHORQJV
WRWKHFLW\RI0RK£FVDQGRIIHUVDFFRPPRGDWLRQ
IRUSHUVRQV1RWYHU\IDUIURPKHUHWKHUHLVD
FDQRH VWDWLRQ HVWDEOLVKHG E\ WKH 13 WHQ \HDUV
DJR,WRIIHUVSDGGOLQJH[SHULHQFHIRUDVPXFKDV
SHRSOH WKHFDQRHVDUHGLPHQVLRQHGIRUWR
SHUVRQV 7RXUVWDNHKDQGSDUWLFLSDQWVDUULYHKHUHE\EXV
7KLV PDJQLƓFHQW DQG REYLRXVO\ H[SHQVLYH ELF\FOH VWDWLRQ ULJKW EHORZ WKH GDP RIIHUV VKRZHUV
NLWFKHQDQGDODUJHFRYHUHGVSDFH,WZDVEXLOWLQ
WKHIUDPHRID+XQJDU\&URDWLD,3$FURVVERUGHU
SURMHFWFRƓQDQFHGE\WKH(XURSHDQ8QLRQ%XW
LWLVORFDWHGLQWKHIHQFHGFRXUW\DUGRID6RXWKHUQ
7UDQVGDQXELDQ:DWHU'LUHFWRUDWH ZLWKWKHKHDG
RIƓFHLQ3«FV DQGDQLQIRERDUGDWWKHHQWUDQFH
H[SODLQV RQO\LQ+XQJDULDQ WKDWWKHVWDWLRQLVLQWHQGHG ŏIRU RUJDQL]HG ELF\FOH JURXSV DQG RQO\

Talking with Eszter, part two: history and nature
conservation nicely going with each other
0\ODVWYLVLWLQWKH'XQD'U£YD1DWLRQDO3DUNZDVWR
WKH 0RK£FV %DWWOH 0HPRULDO 7KH EDWWOH WRRN SODFH
in 1526 and it was fought between the forces of the
.LQJGRPRI+XQJDU\ WRVROGLHUVOHG
by King Louis II) and the forces of Ottoman Empire
 WR  VROGLHUV OHG E\ 6XOWDQ 6XOHLPDQ
WKH 0DJQLƓFHQW  ,W PDUNHG WKH HQG RI WKH 0LGGOH
$JHVLQ+XQJDU\DQGE\LWVFRQVHTXHQFHVZDVRQH
of the most important events in Central European
KLVWRU\ +XQJDULDQV ZHUH GHIHDWHG ZLWK GHDWK WROO
RI  WR  DQG /RXLV ,, DPRQJ WKHP +H
died in a peculiar accident while leaving the batWOHƓHOGDIWHUEHLQJWKURZQIURPKLVKRUVHLQDULYHU
DQG GURZQHG ZHLJKHG GRZQ E\ KLV KHDY\ DUPRU 
That ended the Jagiellonian dynasty in Hungary/Bohemia while its legitimacy has been transferred to
Habsburgs. The Kingdom of Hungary was split beWZHHQWKH+DEVEXUJ0RQDUFK\WKH2WWRPDQ(PSLUH
and the Principality of Transylvania.
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The zone was soon declared as a Protected Area and
the memorial park was constructed over the medieval graves - the last resting-place of more than 1700
VROGLHUV,WZDVDWƓUVWPDQDJHGE\DORFDO7RXULVWRUganization and then by the Water managing company. Our National park was established in 1996 and
since then it also manages the Memorial complex.
7KHPDLQEXLOGLQJZLWK9LVLWRUV&HQWUHDQGH[KLELWLRQ
VSDFHZDVFRQVWUXFWHGLQZKLFKZDVPDGHSRVVLEOHE\DODUJH(8IXQGHGSURMHFW$WWKHEHJLQQLQJ
WKH 0HPRULDO KDG VWDWXV RI D KLVWRULFDO PRQXPHQW
EXW LW ZDV ODWHU GHFODUHG DV D 1DWLRQDO 0RQXPHQW
one of thirteen that we have in Hungary.“
It seems that the strong historical background also
helped to protect the nature here?
“This was actually the only way to permanently protect the zone.”
(DFK DQG HYHU\ HOHPHQW LQ WKH FRPSOH[ HYHQ WKH
VPDOOHVWRQHVEHDUVDVSHFLDOPHDQLQJ$ERYHWKH
WKUHHSDUWVRIWKLVPDUEOHŴRZHUV\PEROL]HWKHVSOLW
of Hungary after the Mohacs Battle. But there is water
WKDWŴRZVLQWKHJDSVEHWZHHQWKHPWKDWLVDV\PERO
of Christianity as the force that will connect the country again.

7KH EDWWOHƓHOG LV UHSUHVHQWHG E\ D KXJH FLUFXODU
lawn with concentric circular paths which represent
the continuous wandering of human beings through
SDLQDQGVXIIHULQJ%XWRXWRIWKHVHSDWKVDWWKHIDUWKHVWSDUWRIWKHEDWWOHƓHOGWKHUHLVDODUJHFURVVWKH
only way to break circles and to end the wandering.

There is a small wooden belfry where you can pull
the rope and swing the bell while thinking of the
dead. If there is a sound all these memories are not
\RXUVDQG\RXDUHDOLYH
(after a while)
Going around here was a strong and touching experience. And we could say that people should visit the
Memorial and feel it for themselves. But speaking of
visitors, do you see cycle tourists here?
“Actually not. And when we ask those who travel
DORQJWKH(XUR9HORZK\LVWKDWWKHW\SLFDODQVZHULV
WKDWWKH\GLGQōWNQRZDERXWWKH0HPRULDO7KHUHLVQR
enough information about it in cycle tourism circles
DQGLWLVHVSHFLDOO\PLVVLQJLQWKH(XURSHDQF\FOLVWVō
IHGHUDWLRQRQOLQHPHGLDZKLFKLVRIFRXUVHWKHPRVW
consulted source when planning or traveling along
WKH(XUR9HORURXWHVŏ

(YHQ WKLV EUHDFK LQ WKH IRUHVW VXUURXQGLQJ WKH
EDWWOHƓHOGLVQRWDFFLGHQWDOLWPDUNVWKHGLUHFWLRQ
IURPZKLFKWKH2WWRPDQDUP\FDPH
:HZHUHWKHUHRQDEDGUDLQ\DIWHUQRRQVRWKHSODFH
ZDVHPSW\$QG,FDQōWLPDJLQHDQ\RWKHUFKDQFHWR
hear a feeble reverberation of what was happening
KHUHRQWKDWGD\DJHVDJR%HFDXVHLWZDVWKHVLOHQFH
RIWKHƓHOGVRZQZLWKWKHVHVWUDQJHGLVWRUWHGZRRGHQVFXOSWXUHVWKDWEURXJKWWRXVWKHWHUULEOHQRLVHRI
the battle. The fear and suffering of the dying horses
ZKRLQWKHLUODVWSRZHUDUHYDLQO\WU\LQJWRUHVLVWWKH
blood-soaked soil that pulls them in. The screaming
RIVWHHO7KHKDUGVLJKVRIŴHVKWKDWDFFHSWVLWVIDWH
7KHTXLFNŴDVKHVRIKHURLVPDQGFRZDUGLFHPRVWRI
them not seen or remembered because everyone is
busy with either killing or dying. Figures of Louis and
6XOHLPDQ GHHSO\ ZUDSSHG LQ WKHLU UROHV $QG DIWHU
the battle - a lone mother searching for her sons.

For a bit more personal picture at the end... I see that
you are passionate about your job and about the National park in general. How long do you work here?
“After my Biology and German studies and after a
FDUHHUDVDVHFRQGDU\VFKRROWHDFKHU,FDPHWRWKH
NP in 1998. In the beginning I was working on moniWRULQJVSHFLHVDQGKDELWDWVEXWIURPP\IRFXV
went to eco-tourism and nature education. I made a
FRQFHSWIRURSHQLQJWKH3DUNWRWKHVRFLHW\WKHQZDV
part of the management during the (huge) MemoriDO&HQWHUSURMHFWDQGZRUNHGRQWKHFRQFHSWRIWKH
0HPRULDOFHQWHUEXLOGLQJDQGDVZHOODVRQ9LVLWRUV
guiding concept. The results of these last activities
made me specially happy.
But are there things that make your work harder than
it should be?
“There is always something. Until 2010 we had separate Ministry for environment and nature conservaWLRQZLWKLWVRZQVHFUHWDU\%XWLWZDVWKHQPHUJHG
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LQWR D GHSDUWPHQW RI WKH 0LQLVWU\ RI DJULFXOWXUH GHspite the fact that the basic interest of such a ministry
is not compatible (and actually often threatens) nature
conservation. And even that was not the end: a bit latHURIHPSOR\HHVIURPWKHGHSDUWPHQWIRUQDWXUH
FRQVHUYDWLRQZHUHƓUHG7KDWPDNHVHIƓFLHQWVXSHUYLVLRQRISODQVSURMHFWVDQGDFWLRQVRIWKHDJULFXOWXUH
LQGXVWU\YHU\GLIƓFXOWLIQRWFRPSOHWHO\LPSRVVLEOH
All that at the same time when – as stated at the Paris
Biodiversity conference – current number of endanJHUHGVSHFLHVLVRQHPLOOLRQDQGZHJHWDFOHDUPHVsage that our world has a chance only if industry and
HFRQRP\ ZRUOGZLGH FKDQJH DQG DGDSW ULJKW QRZ
without delay.”
The DANUBEparksCONNECTED experience?
ŏ7KURXJK WKDW SURMHFW , EHFDPH UHDOO\ DZDUH RI YDULRXVFXOWXUHVGLIIHUHQWOLIHVW\OHVDORQJWKH'DQXEH
aware that there are different backgrounds and history... But also that the Danube is powerful enough to
glue all this variety into one unit – the river is the core
of that connection.
'XULQJRXUVXESURMHFWV,KDGDFKDQFHWRYLVLWDOPRVW
all the partners and felt that our personal contact has
EHHQFRQVWDQWO\GHYHORSHGDQGLPSURYHGDQGWKDWD
YHU\JRRGWHDPZDVIRUPHG :KLOHVD\LQJWKLV,FDQōW
help but to particularly remember of the Donau-AuHQ SHRSOH *HRUJ )UDQN DQG H[GLUHFWRU &DUO 0DQ]DQRZKRPRWLYDWHGHYHU\RQHZLWKWKHLUSDVVLRQDQG
charisma.) After so many years we know each other
YHU\ ZHOO , PHDQ HYHQ SHUVRQDOO\ ZKHQ \RX QHHG
VRPHWKLQJ\RXFDQZULWHRUFDOOEXWZKHQ\RXDFtually have met the person on the other side and you
NQRZKLVRUKHUIDFHDQGJHVWXUHVWKDWōVPRUHWKDQD
formal electronic link. We are a bit like a large family
and that makes our network more prepared for even
more ambitious ventures in the future. And this is not
something that is routinely achieved: while particiSDWLQJLQVRPHRWKHULQWHUQDWLRQDOSURMHFWV,VRPHtimes miss the special atmosphere that we have here.

.RSDÏNLULW1DWXUHSDUN
Visiting a pustara, revealing
who is burning poplars
7UDYHOLQJWKURXJK&URDWLDQSDUWRIWKH%DUDQMD ŏ%DUDQya”) – a region between between the Danube and the
'UDYDWKDWLVVKDUHGZLWK+XQJDU\,DUULYHGDW7LNYHĞ
FDVWOHHDUO\LQWKHPRUQLQJHQMR\LQJWKHTXLHWFKDUP
of its large park.
The castle is actually a complex with two buildings
and service facilities. It was built in the 19th century
E\WKH7HVFKHQOLQHRIWKH+DEVEXUJIDPLO\WRVHUYH
DVDŏKHDGRIƓFHŐRIWKHLPSHULDOKXQWLQJJURXQG$IWHULWKDGWKHVDPHUROHIRU.DUDÓRUÓHYLÉG\QDVW\PHPEHUV ZKREXLOWWKHPDLQHGLƓFHLQWKHWKLUWLHV
RIWKHWKFHQWXU\ WKHQDIWHUWKH:RUOG:DU,,-RVLS
%UR]7LWR ZDV WKH RQH ZKR HQMR\HG LW Ŋ DW WKDW WLPH
the castle saw many world politicians and celebrities
who stayed here as his guests. Today the whole zone
LVDSDUWRI.RSDÏNLULW1DWXUH3DUN
'XULQJWKHZDULQ&URDWLDWKHFDVWOHZDVUREEHGDQG
GHYDVWDWHG ,W ZDV VORZO\ GHFD\LQJ DIWHU WKDW LQ WKH
middle of its forest full of wildlife and under its blanket of the rich history - until the recent renovation.
There is a bio-ecological station in the castle and
WKDWōVZKHUH,MRLQHGDJURXSRIORFDOF\FOLQJDƓFLRQDdos. We even have one hand driven tricycle and Iwill
VKDUHZLWKWKHPDULGHWRYLOODJH7LNYHĞDQGEHKLQG
LWDORQJWKHYHU\HGJHRIWKHULW ŏ5LWŐSURQRXQFHG
DVŏUHHWŐLVJHQHUDOO\ZHWODQGEXWLWVPRUHSUHFLVH
meaning is “reed beds”. It is the most usual expression in Croatia and Serbia to denote river wetlands
DQGŴRRGLQJDUHDVWKXVWKHUHDUHPDQ\ULWVDORQJWKH
Danube in these countries.)

$IWHUH[LWLQJWKHIRUHVWZHZHUHULGLQJDORQJJUDYHO
road on the dam. At our right side there were meadRZVZKLOHKXQGUHGVRIJUHHQVKDGHVVSULQNOHGZLWK
blue strips on the left side denoted the magic kingdom of rit.
ŏ7KHGDPRUŌEHQWōDVZHVD\LVIRUSURWHFWLRQIURP
WKH 'DQXEHŐ VDLG 0U +UYRMH 'RPD]HWRYLÉ D UDQJHULQWKH3DUNPHPEHURI&URDWLDQPRXQWDLQUHVFXH
service and our guide.
“We are here all the time within borders of the Nature
3DUNEXWWKH]RQHDWRXUOHIWVLGHIURPWKHGDPWRwards the Drava and the Danube – is a specially proWHFWHGDUHDZLWKWKHOHYHORISURWHFWLRQHTXDOWRRQH
in a National park: no economic or commercial acWLYLWLHVDUHDOORZHGWKHUHHYHU\WKLQJLVOHIWWRQDWXUDO
cycles. Tourists can visit the rit only on specially built
boats and escorted by our guides.”
60

:HVRRQSDVVHGWKURXJKWKHWLQ\VHWWOHPHQW7LNYHĞ
WKDWVLOHQWO\OLHGLQWKHPLGGOHRIWKHVWHSSHVRFDOOHG
ŏSXVWDUDŐ PHDQLQJŏHPSW\ORQHO\VSDFHŐ 
ŏ3XVWDUDŐLVE\GHƓQLWLRQDVSDFLRXVODQGWKDWLVQRW
EHLQJFXOWLYDWHGEXWVHUYHVIRUFDWWOHKRUVHDQGSLJ
breeding in the open. The name probably came
IURP WKH +XQJDULDQ ZRUG ŏSXV]WDŐ ZKLFK XVXDOO\
translates as a “spacious plain”. (An interesting twist
is that “puszta” itself quite obviously came to HunJDULDQIURP6ODYLFODQJXDJHVZKHUHLWPHDQVŏORQHO\Ő
“bleak”).
+RZHYHUWKHVDPHQDPHZDVDOVRXVHGIRUSODQQHG
VHWWOHPHQWV IRXQGHG DV HDUO\ DV WKH WK FHQWXU\
(during the Austro-Hungarian period) in the regions
RI6ODYRQLDDQG%DUDQMDDQGLQWHQGHGIRUDFFRPPRdation of workers at the surrounding large agriculWXUDO HVWDWHV RI %HOMH (DFK SXVWDUD ZDV DOVR DQ DGministrative headquarters for each of these estates.

Pustaras were like islands in the sea (of forests) or
OLNHRDVHVLQDGHVHUW RIJUDVVODQGV %HLQJSODQQHG
DOO RI WKHP ZHUH EDVLFDOO\ WKH VDPH FRPSRVHG RI
WKUHHSDUWVDFHQWUDODGPLQLVWUDWLYHEXLOGLQJHFRQRP\IDFLOLWLHVDURXQGLWDQGDVHULHVRIXQLIRUPEXLOGings with lodging for workers (long units with six
RQHEHGURRP DSDUWPHQWV IRU VL[ IDPLOLHV RU FODVVLF
small houses).
And perhaps the best description of pustara was given by one of their inhabitants: “Living here means
OLYLQJLQDODUJHIDPLO\ZKHUHWKHUHDUHQRVHFUHWVLQ
ZKLFKHYHU\RQHNQRZV\RXIURP\RXUELUWKHYHU\RQH
OLYHVZLWK\RXDQG\RXOLYHZLWKWKHPŐ
There were a lot of pustaras in Slavonia and BaranMDVRPHRIWKHPHYHQZLWKWKRXVDQGVRILQKDELWDQWV
DQGZLWKLQƓUPDULHVFLQHPDVDOORWKHUFRQYHQLHQFHV
But they have been slowly dying for a long time now
DQGWKHUHLVQRQHOHIWLQ6ODYRQLDQRZZKLOHLQ%DUDQMDWKHUHDUHVWLOODIHZEDUHO\LQKDELWHG
“Nowadays they quickly tear down the old settlePHQWFOHDUWKHVSDFHDQGWKHQEXLOGWKHUHDPRGHUQ
farm with a crew of 2-3 persons - one of them inevitably a computer specialist - that can take care of 2000
SLJVIRUH[DPSOHŐVLJKV+UYRMH
,Q WKH ]RQH RI .RSDÏNL ULW WKHUH ZHUH IRXU SXVWDUDV
7LNYHĞ VHWWOHPHQW LV RQH RI WKHP ,QYHQWRU\ OLVW WHQ
RU VR SHUPDQHQW LQKDELWDQWV WZR GR]HQ EXLOGLQJV
PRVW RI WKHP DEDQGRQHG  D QDUURZ URDG FRPLQJ
from The World and turning into the only street of
the settlement before it ends at its opposite end. AfWHU WKDW WKHUH LV RQO\ WKH IRUHVW :DWHU IURP D ZHOO
QRVKRSV$QGWKDWōVDOO2KDQGZLOGERDUVDUHSDtrolling yards in the night.
:LWKWKHWRWDODUHDKDWKHWULDQJOHRI.RSDÏNL
rit between the Danube (in the east) and Drava (in the
VRXWK LVWKHODUJHVWLQWHUQDOGHOWDRIWKH'DQXEHDQG
also one of the largest alluvial wetlands of Europe.

If NP = National Park or Nature Park, and PA =
Protected Area, then PG = ?
-XVWDFRXSOHNPDIWHUWKHHQWUDQFHWR.RSDÏNLULW
1DWXUH3DUNRQHHQWHUVWKHQLFHOLWWOHWRZQ%LOMH
$QGOLNHHYHU\RWKHUOLWWOHWRZQLWKDVDJUDYH\DUG
WRR%XWWKH%LOMHōVJUDYH\DUGLVXQLTXHLWVDUHDRI
KDOIDKHFWDUHLVDSUHFLRXVSK\WRFHQRVHWKHRQO\
UHPDLQLQJVWHSSHOLNHPHDGRZLQ&URDWLD7KHUH
DUH  SODQW VSHFLHV WKHUH VRPH RI WKHP UDUH
DQGHQGDQJHUHG7KDWLVZK\LQWKH\HDUWKLV
VSDFHZDVGHFODUHGDVD0RQXPHQWRI1DWXUH,W
LV HVSHFLDOO\ EHDXWLIXO LQ 0D\ ZKHQ EORRPLQJ
QDUFLVVLH[SORGHLQWRDZKLWHFDUSHW
It is extremely important as a spawning area for freshZDWHUƓVK7KHUHDUHELRORJLFDOVSHFLHVLQWKH
1DWXUH3DUNPDQ\RIWKHPUDUHDQGHQGDQJHUHGDW
the global and European levels. And it is an ornithoORJLFDOKHDYHQZLWKDERXWQHVWLQJELUGVSHFLHV
- the most in all of Europe.
These are reasons why the Park is listed as an ImSRUWDQW%LUG$UHD ,%$ VLQFHDVD5DPVDUDUHD
:HWODQG RI ,QWHUQDWLRQDO ,PSRUWDQFH  DQG VLQFH
2012 as a part the Mura-Drava-Danube Transboundary Biosphere Reserve (established by UNESCO).
ŏ3OXV LW IXQFWLRQV DV D VDIHW\ YDOYH GXULQJ ŴRRGV
ŌVZDOORZLQJōWKHVXUSOXVZDWHU:LWKRXWLWWRZQVDQG
other inhabited areas of the region would have been
LQWURXEOHPDQ\WLPHVLQWKHSDVW,Q$XVWULDWKHIDOO
RIWKH'DQXEHLVFPSHUNLORPHWHUZKLOHKHUHLW
LV  FP SHU NLORPHWHU 7KHUHIRUH FXWWLQJ WKLV GDP
and building a new stretch of embankment to protect the important places in such a wide area would
be very expensive: instead of the constructing an
ŏ/Ő OLQH WRZDUGV WKH 'DQXEH ŴRZ WKH HPEDQNPHQW
would have to form a full semicircle towards the river
OLNHZKHQHQFORVLQJDƓVKSRQG Ő
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TKHWRSRORJ\RI.RSDÏNLULWLVDUHVXOWRIWZRIRUFHV
FRQVWDQW ŴRRGLQJ FUHDWHV PDQ\ SRQGV ZKLOH VHGLmentation elevates the soil around them (the terrain
ULVHVFPSHU\HDU FUHDWLQJDPDJLFDOPD]H
,Q WKH RUJDQL]DWLRQDO VHQVH .RSDÏNL ULW LV D QDWXUH
park that contains a strict (special zoological) reserve
RIKDLQLWVKDUW
$VZHHQWHUPRUHLQWKHZHWODQGSRSODUVGLVDSSHDU
and willows become the only trees around. “That is
because the willow is the only tree that can survive in
the water up to three months.”
+UYRMHSDVVLRQDWHO\WXUQVWRDVŏ:KHQZDWHULVKLJK
WKHUH DUH ŴRDWLQJ QHVWV 7KHQ WKHUH LV WKH WLPH IRU
ƓVK WR VSDZQ 7KHQ WKH DXWXPQ EULQJV WKH URDU RI
deer. The rit is changing a lot with seasons and even
LQPLGZLQWHULWKDVDGLIIHUHQWVRUWRIEHDXW\WRWKH
summer. Old trees and eagles make you be aware of
WKHSRZHURIQDWXUHWKHUHLVDFKDQFHWRVHHIR[HV
FR\RWHVř7KDWōVZK\,WKLQNWKDWLWLVPRUHEHDXWLIXO
here than in the Kornati (an archipelago of small isODQGVDQG1DWLRQDO3DUNLQWKH$GULDWLF6HD-RYDQōV
FRPPHQW LQ\HDUVWKDW,KDYHEHHQZRUNLQJKHUH
not a single year was the same for me.”
2XUULGHHQGHGDWWKHHQWUDQFHWRWKHYLOODJH.RSDÏHYR LQ IURQW RI WKH 9LVLWRUV &HQWUH 7KLV SRLQW LV DOVR
the start of an amazing labyrinth of elevated wooden
boardwalks which allow visitors to closely experience
the atmosphere of the rit. (The only other chance to
do the same is by boat cruise.)
“We sometimes have as much as 1000 visitors per
GD\Ő VD\V 7RPLVODY %RJGDQRYLÉ WKH GLUHFWRU RI WKH
1DWXUH 3DUN ŏ$QG RQ D \HDUO\ EDVLV ZH KDYH 
JXHVWVRQDYHUDJH%XWQRZZKHQWKH7LNYHĞ&DVWOHLV
ready to accept tourists and to offer them several difIHUHQWVHUYLFHVZHZLOOKDYHHYHQPXFKVWURQJHUSRVLWLRQDQGH[SHFWWRKDYHXSWRYLVLWVSHU\HDUŐ

:KDWDERXWF\FOHWRXULVWVGR\RXKDYHDQ\VLJQLƓcant visit of that sort, having in mind that the Park is
positioned directly on the route EuroVelo 6?
Last winter we installed a cycling counter nearby. It
shows a minimum of 100 visitors on two wheels durLQJZHHNHQGGD\VIURPWKDWQXPEHUEHLQJ
IRUHLJQHUV+RZHYHURQDYHUDJHRQHIRUHLJQF\FOLVW
visits the Park per day. We plan to attract more visits
of this type by increasing accommodation capacities
LQ WKH YLOODJH ZKLFK ZLOO HQFRXUDJH JXHVWV WR VWD\
KHUH([FHSWIRUWKHHFRORJLFDOYDOXHRIF\FOLQJRXU
interest also lies in the simple fact that an increased
number of cycle tourists will also grow strong the
3DUN LPDJH )XUWKHUPRUH ZH ZDQW WR KDYH D FRPplete tourist program here.
:H EHOLHYH WKDW ZH KDYH WKH EHVW SUHVHUYHG ŴRRG
YDOOH\ DORQJ WKH 'DQXEH VSUHDGLQJ RQ  KD
A strong indicator for that is the population of the
white-tailed eagles: there are constantly about 60
pairs of them and the total number of individuals is
DERXW$OVRWKHZLGWKRI.RSDÏNLULWLVUHPDUNDble: up to 11km from the river to the embankment
(like exactly on this place where we are standing
now). At some places the span from the beginning of
the wetland on this side to the end of the wetland on
the opposite side of the river is 18km. (The rit on the
RSSRVLWH VLGH LV *RUQMH 3RGXQDYOMH 6SHFLDO 1DWXUH
5HVHUYHDQGLQEHWZHHQLVWKHERUGHURI&URDWLDDQG
6HUELDEXWIRUELUGVDQGƓVKLWLVRIFRXUVHDXQLTXH
space.)
7KH FRUH RI WKH .RSDÏNL ULW LV LWV VSHFLDO ]RRORJLFDO
UHVHUYHWKDWVSUHDGVRQKDDQGRQO\VFLHQWLƓF
and educational activities under the supervision of the
Park are allowed there. That level of protection in an
area of such size does not exist anywhere along the
Danube.”
Speaking of which, what is the system of nature protection in Croatia?

“There are:
- Strict reservation;
- National park;
- Special reserve (which in practice has higher level
of protection than a National park; Lakes
3OLWYLFHIRUH[DPSOHDUHDQ1DWLRQDOSDUNEXWFRQtain one Special Reserve too);
- Nature park (the level of protection in an Croatian
NP is equal to one in a Hungarian or Serbian
national park).“
$UH\RXVDWLVƓHGZLWKWKHJHQHUDOSRVLWLRQRIWKH1Dture Park?
At a larger scale one can note that the average level of public and bureaucratic awareness regarding
nature is still not completely satisfying. But since the
independence of Croatia the nature conservation
sector has been steadily strengthening and legislaWXUH IROORZV WKDW WUHQG 1DWXUD  EURXJKW WKH ƓQDOWRXFKRQWRSRIWKDWDQGZHGRQōWKDYHWRZRUU\
DQ\PRUH WKDW IRU H[DPSOH VRPHRQH PLJKW EXLOG D
ZHHNHQG KRXVH LQ D SURWHFWHG ]RQH ZKHUHYHU WKDW
zone is located.
7KHUHLVDOVRDVLJQLƓFDQWDQGVWHDG\LQFUHDVHRILQFRPH DQGDEVROXWHO\RIYLVLWV LQQDWLRQDOSDUNVDQG
nature parks in Croatia. We have good cooperation
ZLWK WKRVH ZLWK ZKRP ZH VKDUH WKLV DUHD Ŋ IRUHVW
hunting and water management industry.
7KH WRXULVP LQ .RSDÏNL ULW KDV EHHQ GHYHORSLQJ
VWURQJO\ LQ WKH ODVW  \HDUV ZKLFK LV OLQNHG WR WKH
GHYHORSPHQW RI LQIUDVWUXFWXUH Ŋ WKH PRVW LQŴXHQWLDO
VWHSLQWKDWSURFHVVZDVWKHFRQVWUXFWLRQRIWKH
km long network of elevated boardwalks in 2015.

ő,W LV RXU WKLUG SURMHFW LQ WKH IUDPH RI WKH 'DQXEH
3DUNV&RQQHFWHG:HZHUHREVHUYHUVLQWKHƓUVWRQH
and in the second and third one we participated as
SDUWQHUV %HVLGHV RWKHU SURMHFW DFWLYLWLHV WKDW JDYH
us a chance to visit all partners so far except Persina
1DWXUH3DUNDQGWKHH[FKDQJHRINQRZOHGJHDQGH[perience was extremely valuable.”
9ODWNR SXWV RQH RI WKH PRVW LPSRUWDQW UXOHV RI WKH
.RSDÏNL ULW 'LUHFWRUDWH LQWR D VLQJOH OLQH ő9LVLWRUV 
\HVEXWWKHSURWHFWLRQRIQDWXUHLVLQWKHƓUVWSODFHŐ
$IDVFLQDWLQJWKLQJLVWKHIDFWWKDW.RSDÏNLULWLVŴRRGHGRQDQDYHUDJHRIGD\VD\HDUZKLOHWKHHQWLUH
area is under water for an average of 32 days. And
there was an interesting detail about the mechanism
RIWKHŴRRGLQJSURFHVV
“The change of the water level in the rit is mostly dicWDWHGE\WKH'DQXEHGHVSLWHWKHIDFWWKDWWKH'UDYD
is at some points only 300 m away. When the Drava
JURZVWKLVVLQJOHHYHQWGRHVQōWFKDQJHWKH'DQXEH
water level. But when the Danube grows it slows the
Drava and increases its water level upstream from the
PRXWK ZKLOH DW WKH VDPH WLPH WKH 'DQXEH DOUHDG\
ƓOOVWKHULW7KDWōVZK\WKH'UDYDDIIHFWVWKHZDWHUOHYHOVLQWKH.RSDÏNLULWE\RQO\
And the level change can be very fast: it happens
sometimes that the Danube rises two to three meters
LQRQHGD\DQGWKHQGURSVRYHUQLJKWOHDYLQJƓVKRQ
dry land at some places.”

6R\HVZHFDQVD\WKDWZHDUHVDWLVƓHGZLWKWKHVLWuation.“

$QGWKHODVWLQIRIRUPHEHIRUHHQMR\LQJZDONLQJRQ
the boardwalk:
ŏ%RXQGDU\RIWKH1DWXUH3DUNLVWKHHPEDQNPHQWVR
technically the boardwalks are not part of the Park.
%XWWKDWLVMXVWDQDGPLQLVWUDWLYHFXULRVLW\WKHLPSRUtant thing is that the zone where they were constructHGZDVFDUHIXOO\FKRVHQEHFDXVHLWVKRZVLQDVPDOO
VFDOHDOOW\SLFDOKDELWDWVRIWKHULWŐ

I also had a pleasure to spoke with 0U9ODWNR5RĻDF
a Conservation Manager at the Park and also the
3UHVLGHQWRIWKH'$18%(3$5.6ō%RDUGRI'LUHFWRUV

The best part of the visit was left for the end: I boarded the boat with 'DPLU9XOHWLÉ SDUN RIƓFHU DQG DQ
H[SHUWJXLGHDQGKHDGHGIRUWKHKHDUWRIWKHULW
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6ZDQVLQWKHLUODUJHQHVWVFDQEHDOVRQLFHO\REVHUYHGIURPWKHERDUGZDON
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“A huge part of that heart is actually an island with
WKH DUHD RI  KD VHSDUDWHG E\ WKH  NP ORQJ
FKDQQHO9HPHOMVNL'XQDYDF7KLVDQGRWKHUFKDQQHOV
FRPSRVHWKHLQQHUŌEORRGVWUHDPōRIWKHULWDQGDOVR
connect it to the Danube and the Drava. The two rivers bring some unwanted “gifts” from the civilization
LQWRSHULSKHUDO]RQHVRIWKHULWDQGWKDWUHTXLUHVLQWHUYHQLQJ)RUH[DPSOHZHUHFHQWO\HQJDJHG
ZRUNHUVWRFOHDQWKH9HPHOMVNL'XQDYDFIURPSODVWLF
bottles and other waste. Such actions are carried
out in periods of low water so that a location can be
reached by land.”
With thousands of birds and shiny blue skies above
WKH .RSDÏNR ODNH LW ORRNHG WKDW ZH ODQGHG VRPHZKHUHLQ$IULFD7KHUHLVDQDEXQGDQFHRIƓVKKHUH
SLNHSHUFKEUHDPFDWƓVKUXGGřDOPRVWVSHFLHV

“We also have coyotes here - two or three packs are
VQLIƓQJDURXQGODWHO\ŐDGGV'DPLU
6\PERO RI WKH SDUN LV WKH :KLWHWDLOHG HDJOH RQH
of the largest in the EU (with the wingspan reaching more than two meters) and a true athlete: with
DQDYHUDJHZHLJKWRINJKHFDQSXOOXSIURPWKH
ZDWHUDƓVKZKRVHZHLJKWLVWZLFHDVELJDVKLV 7KH
HDJOHVRI.RSDÏNLULWIHHGRQƓVKDQGGRQōWQHHGWR
pay much attention on other birds.) White-tailed eagles live as couples and stay with their partner for a
lifetime. They typically nest in oak forests but also on
ZLOORZVDQGFRQVWDQWO\XSJUDGHWKHLUQHVWVVRVRPH
of them can reach the size of 3 square meters and
NJRIZHLJKW$QGWKHUHLVQRPHUF\LQDQHDJOHōV
household: the strongest youngster will throw his
brothers and sisters out while the parents are absent.

7KHFRUPRUDQWVRI.RSDÏNLULW
There are about 1000 couples of cormorants in the
Park. These birds can dive to a depth of up to 9 m
DQGHDWDERXWDKDOINLORJUDPRIƓVKDGD\7KDWLVD
WRQRIƓVKHYHU\GD\DQGWKLVIDFWDFWXDOO\LOOXVWUDWHV
KRZDEXQGDQWLVWKHƓVKZRUOGRI.RSDÏNLULW
An uninformed observer might think that cormoUDQWVOLNHWRVZDJJHUDORWEXWXQOLNHRWKHUZDGLQJ
birds they actually do not have sebaceous glands
DQG FDQōW OXEULFDWH WKHLU IHDWKHUV WR PDNH WKHP ZDWHUSURRI,QVWHDGWKH\KDYHWRGU\WKHPDIWHUGLYLQJ
Ŋ WKDWōV ZK\ \RX VHH WKHP VR RIWHQ ZLWK WKHLU ZLQJV
VSUHDG DQG ŌSRVLQJō RQ EUDQFKHV $QRWKHU SRSXODU
DFWLYLW\RIFRUPRUDQWVLVWRŌEXUQRIIōWKHSRSODUVRQ
ZKLFK WKH\ QHVW Ŋ WKDWōV DFWXDOO\ ZKDW WKH DFLG IURP
their excrement does.”

ř$QGJRRGE\HWRWKLVPDJQLƓFHQWSDJHRIWKHPDJLF'DQXEHERRN
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FRUŠKA GORA
NATIONAL PARK
In the realm of the forest
After a long drive at the bottom of the endless fertile
plain that used to be the bottom of the Pannonian
6HDRQHFDQQRWEXWQRWLFHWKHORQJJUHHQULGJHRQ
the right side of the Danube that is slowly rising in the
GLUHFWLRQRI1RYL6DG7KDWLV)UXĞNDJRUDDQNP
long low mountain. (Today. But for 9 million years it
used to be an island of the Pannonian Sea.)
Novi Sad is the second-largest city in Serbia (which
GRHVQōW PHDQ LWōV ELJ KDYLQJ RQO\  LQKDELWDQWV DQGZKLOHLWLVGHEDWDEOHWKDWLWVPDLQVXPPHU
attractions - sunbathing on the city beach and sweating at the Exit festival – were as good 20 million years
DJR DV WKH\ DUH WRGD\ RQH WKLQJ LV VXUH 6UHPVND
.DPHQLFDLWVVXEXUEDQVHWWOHPHQWRQWKHULJKWEDQN
RI WKH ULYHU LV WKH VHDW RI WKH )UXĞND JRUD 1DWLRQDO
Park Directorate.
ő*RUDŏ LV DQ ROG 6HUELDQ ZRUG IRU PRXQWDLQ ZKLOH
ő)UXĞNDŏFRPHVIURPDQROG6HUELDQZRUGIRU)UDQNish people - „Frankish mountain“ indicates that the
Franks (who would say that) inhabited or controlled
this area while clashing with the Roman empire. RoPDQQDPHIRULWZDV$OPD0RQVWKHŏIHUWLOHPRXQWŐ
ZKHUHƓUVWJUDSHYLQHVZHUHSODQWHGLQWKHUGFHQWXU\RIRXUHUDGXULQJWKHUHLJQRIWKHHPSHURU0DUFXV
Aurelius Probus (born in the nearby Sirmium).
The mountain is a natural geological phenomenon: it
is built from the rocks from almost all geological periods of the Earth. And the National Park is an administrative phenomenon: it might be the largest missing

child of the DANUBEPARKS brotherhood. But while it
LVQRWDPHPEHU\HWGXHWRLWVVL]HDQGLPSRUWDQFH
DVZHOODVLWVLQHYLWDEOHIXWXUHPHPEHUVKLSLWFRXOGQōW
be skipped.
6R,KHDGHGWRWKHPDLQRIƓFHLQ6UHPVND.DPHQLFD
and they then quickly took me up the brutal mountain whose summit was at a deadly altitude of 538
PHWHUVDERYHVHDOHYHO2NŏEUXWDOŐDQGŏGHDGO\ŐLV
probably a bit exaggerated if you can set yourself
a limit at how much you should drink while visiting
many wine cellars there. A (psychologically) imporWDQW WKLQJ WR NQRZ LV WKDW )UXĞND *RUD GLYLGHV WKH
wide region of Srem into two geographically distinct
SDUWV:LQH6UHP XSSHURUPRXQWDLQRXV DQGZHOO
Pork Srem (lowland). But to imagine ascending to
)UXĞNDJRUDDVDQHVFDSHIURPDJHRORJLFDOO\QHZHU
EXW VPHOO\ 3DQQRQLDQ VHD RI SLJV ZRXOG EH WRWDOO\
ZURQJORFDOVVD\WKDWWKHUHLVMXVWHQRXJKSRUNPHDW
around to boost the pleasure of wine :)
7KHƓUVWSHUVRQWRPHHWDQGWDONWRZDVMr. KonstanWLQ3OXĻDUHYLÉDQ$VVLVWDQWRIWKH'LUHFWRUIRU3URWHFtion and Development:
ŏ7KHQDWLRQDOSDUN)UXĞND*RUDZDVGHFODUHGLQ
and covers an area of 267 km2. This territory comprises 8 municipalities and 44 local communities and
obviously is exposed to urban pressure. There are
PRUHWKDQSDYHGHQWUDQFHVWRWKH3DUNSOXVWKHUH
DUH PDQ\ RWKHU ƓHOG URDGV WKDW DOVR HQWHU WKH 3DUN
7KHWUDIƓFRQVRPHRIWKHVHURDGVLVKHDY\HVSHFLDOO\
on the road M21 that comes from the town of SremsND0LWURYLFD WKHKLVWRULFDO6LUPLXP ZLWKRYHU
vehicles a day. On other local roads there is an average of 2000 vehicles in 8 hours. There is a road that
goes all along the 80 km long ridge of Fruska Gora
ULGJH,WKDVEHHQUHFRQVWUXFWHG UHSDYHG DWWKHƓUVW
part and now Regional Development Agency Srem is
SUHSDULQJ WHFKQLFDO GRFXPHQWDWLRQ SURMHFW IRU QH[W
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reconstruction phase. It is nice to have such a good
EDVLFLQIUDVWUXFWXUHLQWKH3DUNEXWZHPXVWPDLQWDLQ
control over its consequences.
9HU\LPSRUWDQWIRUXVLVDSODQQHGWXQQHOWKDWZLOOJR
XQGHU )UXĞND *RUD LQ WKH GLUHFWLRQ 1RYL 6DG Ŋ %HOJUDGH 7HFKQLFDO GRFXPHQWDWLRQ LV DOUHDG\ GRQH
DQGLWZLOOFUXFLDOO\UHGXFHWKHWUDIƓFSUHVVXUHRQWKH
whole mountain.”
The Park is not a member of the Danube parks. Why
is that?
“For 60 years the Park was managing the part of the
'DQXEHIURP%DÏND3DODQNDWR%HĞNDLQWKHOHQJWKRI
NP:HZHUHƓUVWLQ6HUELDE\WKHQXPEHURIƓVKHU\VWDIIDQGFDUULHGRXWDGHWDLOHGFRQWURORIƓVKDQG
ƓVKLQJLQWKDWVHFWLRQPDQDJLQJWRUHPRYHDQGFRQƓVFDWHXSWRNPRILOOHJDOƓVKLQJQHWVDQQXDOO\
+RZHYHU WKDW VHFWLRQ RI WKH 'DQXEH ZDV UHFHQWO\
DZDUGHGWRWKHVWDWHFRPSDQ\ŏ9RMYRGLQDYRGHŐIRUD
\HDUSHULRG9RMYRGLQDYRGHPDQDJHVPRVWRIWKH
ŴRUDDQGIDXQDDORQJWKH'DQXEHLQWKH9RMYRGLQD
SURYLQFHEXWWKLVZDVDVHULRXVEORZWRXVDPRQJ
RWKHU WKLQJV DV WKH 1DWLRQDO 3DUN ZDV H[WHQGLQJ
DORQJWKH'DQXEHZHSODQQHGWRFRQQHFWZLWKWKH
DANUBEPARKS association on that basis. Now we
are a bit isolated form the Danube and this plan will
VWD\RQKROGIRUDZKLOHŊZHƓUVWKDYHWRJHWEDFNRXU
part of the river.”
The dense forest that covers Fruška gora is really impressive
“Next year we will celebrate 60 years of the Park.
We started from 2.5 million cubic meters of timber
and now we have more than 6 million - mostly lime
trees and oak. But the Park forest estate is generally
WRRROG0DQ\WKLQNWKDWLWLVHFRQRPLFDOO\YLDEOHEXW
nursing measures are in some areas more expensive
WKDQWKHHFRQRPLFEHQHƓWVRIWKRVHPHDVXUHV

We actually consider lime trees an aggressive species because they occupy oak habitats. Not every
type of land can provide the quality that oak requires
ŊDGHHSVRLODQGSOHQW\RIIRRG :KLOHSLQHIRUH[DPSOHWKULYHVRQVKDOORZVRLOVZLWKOLWWOHIRRG
And one has to be careful when trying to improve
the situation as system errors are only visible after a
ORQJWLPHHJDIWHU\HDUV$QH[DPSOHZLWKSLQH
trees: they were planted all over the former Yugoslavia during popular and massive public volunteer
ZRUN DFWLRQV Ŋ EXW LW ZDVQōW WKH VRUW VXLWDEOH IRU DOO
parts of the country. And being “not suitable” can
PHDQDGLVDVWHUDIHZ\HDUVDJRVWRUPLQWKH+LJK
7DWUDVEURXJKWGRZQKDRIVSUXFHLQMXVWRQH
QLJKWEHFDXVHLWVURRWV\VWHPZDVWRRVKDOORZ
There are quite a lot of deer here?
“Ten years ago we reintroduced the European deer
(Cervus elaphus) with specimens that we got from
Hungary. This species has vanished in the region but
now we have more than 300 individuals. We even
gave some of our deer to other parks and protectHGDUHDVLQ6HUELDZKLOHWKHUHVWKDYHEHHQUHOHDVHG
into the area around the Ravne Eco-Center.
The Eco-Center is housed in a villa built in the late
19th century by Count Arturo Odeskalski. After
World War II it became state property. The roof was
damaged during the 1999 NATO bombing and collapsed after that. We are negotiating with the GovHUQPHQWRIWKH3URYLQFHRI9RMYRGLQDRQWKHWUDQVIHU
RIWKHYLOODWRRXUSURSHUW\DQGZDQWDOVRWRUHWXUQLQJ
the rest of its original inventory (which is presently
also stored in Government warehouses).
2XU PRXŴRQV DQG )DOORZ GHHU DUH DOORFKWKRQRXV
VSHFLHVKHUHWKH\KDYHQHYHUOLYHGRQ)UXĞNDJRUD
'HVSLWH WKH IDFW WKDW ZH KDYH KDG PRXŴRQV LQ WKH
3DUNIRUPDQ\\HDUVQRJHQHWLFUHIUHVKPHQWRIWKHLU
SRSXODWLRQKDVEHHQGRQH+RZHYHUVRPHWLPHDJR
we received 30 new specimens from Slovakia.
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7KHWUHHVRUWVRI)UXĞNDJRUD
:H DUH FXUUHQWO\ LQ WKH ƓQDO SKDVH RI EULQJLQJ D
IDPLO\RIWKH(XURSHDQ%LVRQ =XEURU9LVHQW%LVRQ
bonasus) from Poland. Bisons will be an attraction
and will live in a separately fenced area.
A problem that I would like to point out is that our
wildlife sometimes manages to get out of the Park
and then easily falls victim to local poachers. (We
GRQōWKDYHSRDFKLQJLQWKHSDUN

ZKROH)UXĞNDJRUD:KHQFRPSDUHGWRRWKHUPRXQWDLQVRQHFDQVHHKRZVWURQJWKLVLV $QRWKHUFRPparison to get a better picture: the whole of the United Kingdom has about 2500 species and the whole
of Serbia about 3500 species.)

Fruška gora is not only wildlife and forest, there also
are man-made attractions here?
7KHUHDUHPRQDVWHULHVKHUHWKDWLVZK\WKHPRXQtain is called Mount Athos of Serbia. All the monasterLHVDUHIRUPDOO\RXWVLGHWKH3DUNERUGHUVEXWDWRWDO
of 6000 ha of their forests are located in the Park and
ZHPDQDJHWKHP 'HVSLWHWKHIDFWWKDWWKHVHIRUHVWV
ZKLFKZHUHQDWLRQDOL]HGDIWHU:RUOG:DU,,ZHUHIRUmally returned to the monasteries three years ago.)
7KHUHDUHODNHVLQ)UXĞND*RUDDQGWKUHHPRUHDUH
located along the wider mountain zone. All of them
DUHDUWLƓFLDOIRUPHGLQWKHVDQGVZLWKWKH
DLPRISUHYHQWLQJWKHŴRRGLQJRIDUDEOHODQGZKLOH
HQVXULQJ LWV LUULJDWLRQ 7KUHH ODNHV 6RW %UXMD DQG
Moharac) are within the boundaries of the park. The
rights to manage these lakes are granted through
public competitions announced by the state.
We have a mountain marathon that has been held
LQ )UXVND *RUD IRU  \HDUV QRZ DQG WKHUH LV D F\cling marathon for the last couple of decades. (Trails
for both of these sports also partially run across the
monasteries lands.)”
Some more planned development in the near future?
“The Park has a buffer zone along its real border and
we try to take care of that part too. The State Institute for Nature Conservation is currently working on
DVWXG\WKDWZRXOGSXWWKH%HRÏLQ5RDGŊRQHRIWKH
URDGVWKDWFOLPEWR)UXĞNDJRUDIURP1RYL6DGōVVLGH
- under protection.”
My next conversationalist was 0U 'UDJLĞD 6DYLÉ – a
ELRORJLVWQDWXUHSURWHFWLRQDQGŴRUD IDXQDLPSURYHPHQWRIƓFHULQWKH3DUN
ŏ)UXĞND *RUD GRHV QRW ORRN OLNH D SURWHFWHG DUHD
that provides great biodiversity - it is only 500 me-

There are no endemic plant species in Fruska Gora
but about 70 of them are listed strictly in Serbia.
7KHUHDUHDVPDQ\DVVSHFLHVRIRUFKLGVZKROLNH
stable habitats.
'UDJLĞDZLWKDW\SLFDOLQIRERDUGIRUKLNHUV
WHUVKLJKEDUHO\TXDOLI\LQJWREHDPRXQWDLQ%XWWKLV
PRXQWDLQUHIXWHVWKHWKHRU\IRUVHYHUDOUHDVRQV
$WWKHƓUVWSODFHWKHORFDWLRQLVFUXFLDOIRUELRGLYHUsity because the mountain is located on the edge of
the vast plain where four geographical areas touch:
3DQQRQLDQ 0RHVLDQ ,OO\ULDQ DQG 'DFLDQ (DFK RI
WKHPKDVWKHLURZQVHWRIOLYLQJWKLQJVEXWKHUHZH
have each of those sets.
6HFRQGO\ZKLOHGXHWRLWVVPDOOKHLJKW)UXĞND*RUD
FRXOG EH PLVWDNHQ DV D JHRORJLFDO ŏWHHQDJHUŐ LW LV
actually over 300 million years old. The composition
RIWKHVRLOLVGRPLQDWHGE\OLPHVWRQHZLWKVRPHVLliceous soil.
'XHWRWKHDERYHPHQWLRQHGORZDOWLWXGHWKHUHDUH
RQO\ GHFLGXRXV IRUHVWV LQ )UXVND *RUD EXW WKH\ DUH
dominant and semi-dominant forests. In most parts
RIQRUWKHUQ(XURSHWKHUHDUHVSUXFHIRUHVWV WDLJD 
but coniferous forests are much poorer than deciduous forests when it comes to the diversity of the living
world.
:KDWLVWKHUHWRFRQƓUPWKDWGLYHUVLW\PRUHVSHFLƓcally?
There are 1000 species of plants within the boundaries of the Park and 1400 species throughout the
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2K DQG PXVKURRPVř LQ WKLV VHQVH )UXĞND *RUD LV
GHƓQLWHO\ WKH PRVW H[SORUHG PRXQWDLQ LQ 6HUELD ŏ
7KHUHDUHVSHFLHVRIIXQJLFRQƓUPHGDWSUHVHQW
KHUHEXWFHUWDLQO\HYHQPRUHWKDQWKDWŐ
:KDW,FDQDGGLVWKDW'UDJLĞDZKRHDUQHGKLVGRFtorate in after a decade of mushroom and funghi
UHVHDUFK DFWXDOO\ ZDV WKH RQH ZKR XSJUDGHG WKH
VWDWXVRIWKH)UXĞNDJRUDPXVKURRPVSRSXODWLRQWR
WKHOHYHORIŏPRVWH[SORUHGLQ6HUELDŐ $QGLWLVGHƓnitely worth visiting his website “Nature of FG” (www.
QDWXUHIJFRP ZKHUHKHKDVH[KLELWHGDQLQFUHGLEOH
FROOHFWLRQ  SKRWRJUDSKV RI  VSHFLHV RI
SODQWVDQLPDOVDQGIXQJLRI)UXĞNDJRUD
ŏ$VDERXWDQLPDOVZHKDYHPDPPDOVSHFLHV
ELUGVSHFLHVDQGDPLQLPXPRILQYHUWHEUDWH
VSHFLHVZKLFKKDYHQRWEHHQVXIƓFLHQWO\LQYHVWLJDWHG%XWWHUŴLHVDORQHKDYHVSHFLHVDQGWKHUHDUH
350 species of spiders.”
These numbers seem to indicate that an above average (for Serbia) research work was done in the past?
ŏ6HUELD LV JHQHUDOO\ XQGHUH[SORUHG LQ WKLV UHJDUG
EXW DV )UXĞND *RUD LV FORVH WR 1RYL 6DG LW LV DERYH
average. Most research has been done since WW II
and while the mountain was proclaimed a national
SDUNLQPRVWO\WRSURWHFWIRUHVWVRQO\DIWHUWKDW
ZDVWKHWUXHH[WHQWRIELRGLYHUVLW\GLVFRYHUHGZKLFK
gave the Park its full meaning.

And there is also a rich geological and fossil heritage?
1XPHURXV PLOOLRQV RI \HDUV ROG IRVVLOV RI SODQWV 
SDOPODXUHODQGFLQQDPRQKDYHEHHQIRXQGLQ)UXVka Gora.
There are 14 specially protected geological-paleonWRORJLFDO VLWHV WKDW ZLWQHVV WR WKH WLPH ZKHQ )UXĞND
gora was an island in the Pannonian Sea. These are
underground locations that very rarely can be found
simply by walking around. The most interesting one
is at the monastery Grgeteg and was explored 100
years ago by the Austrians. It is special and rare a
VHQVH WKDW DOO OD\HUV IURP WKH VWDJHV RI (DUWKōV IRUmation can be seen there. On this basis even some
DVSHFWVRI'DUZLQōVWKHRU\KDYHEHHQSURYHGZKLOH
some of the fossils found there can be seen now in
WKH9LHQQD0XVHXP

You mentioned that there have been some small but
important additions to the Park area in the recent
past?
ŏ7KHYHJHWDWLRQLI)UXĞNDJRUDLVDIRUHVWVWHSSHW\SH
that is a mosaic of forests and (on the perimeter) of
PHDGRZVWHSSH 8QWLO D IHZ \HDUV DJR PHDGRZV
ZHUH RXWVLGH WKH 13 ERXQGDULHV EXW EHFDXVH RI
their high value (mostly due to orchids - there are
 VRUWV RI WKHP RQ MXVW RQH PHDGRZ DERYH %HRÏLQ
YLOODJH WKH\ZHUHDGGHGWRWKH3DUN 6RPHPHDGow-steppes are on the edge of the Park and some
are “enclaves”.)
%\WKHZD\WKHSURWHFWLRQKHUHLVQRWEDVHGRQWKH
W\SHRISURSHUW\EHLWSULYDWHRUVWDWH7KHVWDWHSUHscribes what has to be obeyed regarding nature protection and then it must be respected even on the
private property.”

What can we say about the birds in the Park?

So, which levels of protection are there?

For the past 20 years the Imperial eagle has been the
symbol of the NP. We also had the last two couples
of the Golden eagle (Aquila heliaca) in Serbia and
WKH\ZHUHSXWXQGHUWKHƓUVWOHYHORISURWHFWLRQEXW
three years ago they disappeared. Squirrels (Spermophilus citellus) are their main food and they are
SURWHFWHGDVZHOOEXWDVIRUPHUVZDPSDQGVWHSSH
9RMYRGLQD ZDV GUDLQHG DQG WXUQHG LQWR DUDEOH ODQG
VLPLODU WR ZKDWōV KDSSHQHG LQ +XQJDU\  WKHUH DUH
no much squirrels left there (most of them now still
UHPDLQRQ)UXĞNDJRUD +RZHYHUWZRSDLUVRIWKHVH
HDJOHV DSSHDUHG LQ WKH QHDUE\ %DÏND UHJLRQ Ŋ DQG
they could be the same birds.

7KH ƓUVW OHYHO VWURQJHVW  DQ\ DFWLYLWLHV DUH IRUELGGHQDQGHQWU\LVRQO\SRVVLEOHZLWKDQHVFRUW WKHQ
WKHVHFRQGDQGWKLUGRQH7KHƓUVWOHYHOLVDSSOLHGWR
about 3% of the NP area. The second level is applied
to most of the territory. The third protection zone
covers sections along roads and quarries.”

There are more white-tailed eagles: over 100 couples in Serbia. There are about 20 of them in our area
DQGWKH\QHVWDORQJWKH'DQXEHQRWRQ)UXĞNDJRUD
But they come here to a feeding spot which offers
pigs from the surrounding farms. That way they do
QRWKDYHWRZDQGHUIDUDZD\IRUIRRGZKLFKUHGXFHV
the risks for them.”

Do you cooperate with the general public to perform
some tasks in the Park?
”Each meadow biologically tends to turn into a forest (the process is called succession) and this is prevented or slowed down by grazing. But Serbia does
not have very rich livestock any more - that is why
we cooperate with students (funds are provided by
the state) to clear the most important meadows. It is
enough to do this once in a few years.”
What is generally the state of the forests here? Did
you have problems to reach a certain level of quality,
do you have problems to maintain it now?
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“The NP is not funded from the state budget but uses
commercial forestry in the level 2 protection zones to
generate revenue. This type of forestry is conducted
LQ DFFRUGDQFH ZLWK VSHFLƓF SULQFLSOHV Ŋ WKH SRLQW LV
QRWWRMXVWFXWGRZQDWUHHEXWWRLPSURYHWKHIRUHVW
At the time when the NP was established its forests
were pretty bad. More than 1000 years ago this was
D UDLQIRUHVW RI  KD EXW LW KDV EHHQ VKULQNLQJ RYHU WKH FHQWXULHV WXUQLQJ WKH IRUPHU UDLQIRUHVW WR  KD RI SODLQ IRUHVW 7KH &RXQWV RI WKH
Austro-Hungarian Monarchy used to mercilessly cut
down good quality trees and to left the cut areas to
renew themselves. The consequence was that the
lime trees spread rapidly. The oak does not easily
grow from the stump but the lime tree does - that is
why the lime tree easily wins the race and conquers
WKH WHUUDLQ )UXĞND *RUD ZDV SUDFWLFDOO\ WKUHH WLPHV
FRPSOHWHO\ŏWULPPHGGRZQŐDQGOHIWWRUHEXLOGLWVHOI
so at the moment of the Park founding 90% of its
area was under forest grown from stumps (so-called
stump or sprout forests).
%XWZKDWZHZDQWLVWKHVRFDOOHGŏWDOOŐIRUHVWVFUHDWed by growing from seed. Turning the stump forest
into a tall forest is a slow and expensive business. It
takes about twenty years to implement the necessary
measures - and only then forest can be left to further
develop by itself. It is rarely the case that all the trees
are cut down in one zone (the so-called “bare cut”).
,QVWHDGLWLVGRQHJUDGXDOO\
/XFNLO\ GLVHDVHV IRUHVW GU\LQJ HWF  KDYH QRW EHHQ
REVHUYHG LQ )UXĞND JRUD 2XU IRUHVWU\ LV EDVHG RQ
ten-year plans. These plans are prepared by the Faculty of Forestry and approved by the state.”
Tourism is something that is always in the plans of
green areas along the Danube. Is it the same here?
7RXULVPRQ)UXĞNDJRUDLVRIWKHH[FXUVLRQW\SH:H
have 250 km of marked hiking trails. But it is nice to

mention that the number of bicycles has increased
10 times (which is not a problem because cyclists
ride on existing trails - the problem is to some extent
PRWRUF\FOLVWVZKRULGHRIIWKHDVSKDOWDQGWKDWLVQRW
allowed). But it looks that there is not much room to
make money from tourism: because of the urban environment in which the mountain is located and the
RSHQQHVVRIWKHDUHDLWLVGLIƓFXOWWRFKDUJHWLFNHWV
$OVRWKHURDGVLQWKH3DUNDUHSXEOLFRQHV7KHUHIRUH
the revenue from this type of economic activity in our
case will always be much less than revenue from the
forestry. “

The Info Center of the Fruška Gora National Park was
opened two years ago. It is located in a former restaurant located exactly on the pass that divides the southern and northern side of the mountain. The center has
an exhibition area as well as a central hall for presentations and receptions. A lot of work is being done to
HGXFDWHFKLOGUHQWRXUVH[FXUVLRQVOHFWXUHV

The mountain is surrounded by urban areas…
ŏ:HOOWKHUHDUHQRWUXO\ZLOG]RQHVLQ)UXĞNDJRUDDW
all. And there are as much as 54 settlements around
it.”
Which problems does that fact bring?
ŏ7KHNH\SUREOHPRI)UXĞNDJRUDLVLWVRSHQQHVVWR
the environment and large population on the mountain as well as in its surroundings. It has been attacked
LQYDULRXVEXWPRVWO\GLVFUHWHZD\VDQGWKDWLVGLIƓFXOWWRSUHYHQW:KHQZHUHSRUWRIIHQGHUVWKHWULDOLV
W\SLFDOO\GUDJJHGRQIRUVHYHUDO\HDUVDQGHYHQWXDOO\
WKHPDMRULW\RIRIIHQGHUVDUHUHOHDVHG
Our guard service has about 16 employees assigned
E\WKH]RQHVDQGWKHVHDUHRXUUDQJHUV WKHRIƓFLDO
name is “nature guards”). They are not paid by the NP
but by the state.”
How does it look to be the sole biologist among forHVWU\HQJLQHHUV"'UDJLĞDZLOOQRWVD\WKDWKHLVFRPpletely relaxed among the colleagues who are in
some sense “opponents” to a biologist. Forests must
be (sometimes a bit strenuously) “defended” from
WKHP  EXW DW WKH HQG RI D GD\ KH HQMR\V KLV ZRUNSODFH$QGWKDWLVLQQDWXUHZDWFKLQJWKHOLYLQJZRUOG
of the Park.

&\FOLQJIULHQGO\VSDFHQHDUWKH&HQWHUHQWUDQFH
$PRQJWKHEHIRUHPHQWLRQHGNPRIKLNLQJWUDLOV
there are four special hiking trails - each about 10 km
in length. Near the Center there is start of an educational trail which is 800m long and can be walked in
RQHKRXU7KHUHDUHWHQSDQHOVDORQJWKHFRXUVHFRYHULQJWHQGLIIHUHQWWRSLFVLQWKHQDWXUHRI)UXĞNDJRUD
)RUWKHODVWƓYH\HDUVWKH3DUNKDVDOVREHHQRIIHULQJ
mountain bike rentals - 10 in the Center and 10 in the
KHDGRIƓFHLQ6UHPVND.DPHQLFD
7KHHFRFDPSDW6WUDLĻORYR DSRSXODUSLFQLFDUHDRI
6UHPVNL.DUORYFLDQG1RYL6DG EHORQJVWRWKH3DUN
but was unfortunately rented to a private user two
ZHHNVDJRLWGLGQōWORRNLQWHUHVWLQJHQRXJKWRWKH
current Province authorities.
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7KH PRQXPHQW WR WKH KXPDQ QHJOLJHQFHŐ Ŋ DQ
DUWZRUNQHDUWKHHQWUDQFHRIWKH,QIR&HQWHU

SPECIAL NATURE RESERVE
KOVILJSKO – PETROVARADINSKI RIT (Vojvodinašume)
An Amazon for the Novi Sad dwellers who
doesn’t like to travel far from home
.RYLOMVNR3HWURYDUDGLQVNLULW .35 LVDFRPSOH[RIEDU
VZDPSDQGIRUHVWHFRV\VWHPVLQVRXWKHDVWHUQ%DÏND
UHJLRQLQWKH9RMYRGLQDSURYLQFHRI6HUELD ,WVSDQV
from town Petrovaradin to village Gardinovci (past
Beska bridge on the Danube) as one functionally integrated unit. Main values of the KPR are the conservation and diversity of native relief and hydrographic
IRUPV RI LWV ULWV ULYHU LVODQGV VRFDOOHG ŏDGDVŐ  DQG
DUPVSRQGVVZDPSV7KHQWKHUHLVWKHFRQVHUYDWLRQ
diversity and richness of native plant habitats (forHVWVPHDGRZVUHHGV DQGWKHIDXQD ELUGVVSHFLHVDQGƓVKVSHFLHVPRVWO\IURPWKHFDUSIDPLO\ 
White and yellow water lily are specially protected as
HQGDQJHUHG VSHFLHV EXW WKHUH DUH RWKHU SURWHFWHG
plant and animal species in the Reserve.
The KPR was proclaimed as the internationally important bird area (IBA) in 1989 and an important
SODQWVDUHD ,3$ LQ,QLWZDVLQFOXGHGLQ
the list of protected areas dependent on the water
DQGVLJQLƓFDQWIRUWKH'DQXEH%DVLQ ,&3'5 6LQFH
2012 it has been listed as a wetland of the Ramsar
Convention.
7KH W\SLFDO ODQGVFDSH KHUH LV EDFNZDWHUV VDQG
GXQHV DQG PHDGRZV7KH 5HVHUYH LV QDWXUDO UHWHQtion and with Apatinski rit (on the opposite side of
.RSDÏNL ULW LQ &URDWLD  LW UHSUHVHQWV WKH PRVW SUHVHUYHGŴRRGSODLQLQ6HUELD6LQFHLWLVDQDWXUDOƓVK
VSDZQDUHDRQO\VSRUWƓVKLQJLVDOORZHGDQGRQO\RXW
of the spawning season.

:KHQ,DUULYHGDWWKHKHDGTXDUWHUVLQ.RYLOM DVXEXUban settlement of the city of Novi Sad but actually a
VPDOOWRZQRILWVRZQZLWKDERXWLQKDELWDQWV 
there was already a nice mix of local school kids and
a group of cycling enthusiasts – a good team to explore what the day had to offer.
2XU KRVWV ZHUH RIƓFLDOV RI WKH 5HVHUYH KHDGHG E\
0UV ,YDQD 9DVLÉ DQ H[SHUW DVVRFLDWH IRU SURWHFWHG
areas and environmental protection. As the main
RUJDQL]HURIWKHYLVLW,YDQDJDYHXVEDVLFVKRUWIDFWV
about the Reserve and showered us with a “teaser” of
the things that were waiting for us out there.
$FFRPPRGDWHGLQWKUHHERDWVRXUFKHHUIXOLQYDVLRQ
forces took course along the main channel of the KoYLOMVNL ULW , KRSHG WKDW , FRXOG REWDLQ DW OHDVW VRPH
NLQGRIDQKRQRUDEOHIXQFWLRQLQP\ERDWEXWDVDOO
the kids were much more experienced than me (sailLQJDURXQGVHYHUDOWLPHVLQWKHSDVW ,GLGQōWKDYHD
chance to be even a deck boy and could only listen
to what they had to say to me.
0UV6ODGMDQD'DELÉDQH[SHUWDVVRFLDWHIRUFXOWLYDWLRQDQGSURWHFWLRQRIIRUHVWVLQWURGXFHGPHWRWKH
channel story:
“On the part called Shlais the average water depth is
PZKLOHRQWKHSDUWWKDWZHDUHSDVVLQJE\ULJKW
QRZ LW LV P 7KH ZDWHU DUHDV RI .RYLOMVNL ULW DUH
muddied by sediment as agricultural land is washed
away and a large amount of organic matter enters
WKH ZDWHU 7KHUHIRUH 9RMYRGLQDĞXPH ŏ9RMYRGLQD
Forests”) had to begin with the removal of sludge.
In more shallow and accessible areas we do it with
DORQJDUPH[FDYDWRUZKLOHLQOHVVDFFHVVLEOHSODFHV
PDLQO\ZKHUHZLOORZVJURZ ZHKDYHWRXVHDŴRDWLQJ H[FDYDWRU 7KLV LV D FRQVWDQW ƓJKW DQG QRW HDV\
one: millions of euros are needed for this type of
ZRUNZKLOHZKDWZHKDYHKHUHLVDFWXDOO\DPLFURVLWH
comparing with the whole area that we have under
RXUFRQWUROLQWKH9RMYRGLQD3URYLQFHŐ
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3UHSDULQJIRUWKHVDLO
It is never easy to protect and conservate green areas
DORQJWKH'DQXEHEXWZKDWDUHRWKHUVSHFLƓFSURElems that you have here?
“The rit is open in the sense that there are many enWUDQFHV WR LW +HQFH LW LV GLIƓFXOW WR FRQWURO WKH HQtering points and visitors. The total Protected Area
KDV  KD RI ZKLFK .RYLOM SDUW KDV  KD DQG
Petrovaradin part 1900 ha. Until recently there were
VL[ JXDUGLDQV RI WKH 3URWHFWHG $UHD EXW WKH QHZHU
OHJDOUHJXODWLRQVDOORZRQO\RQHRIƓFHURIDVSHFLƓF
W\SHSHUHYHU\KDRIDVXUIDFH6R.RYLOMDQG3HWURYDUDGLQSDUWVFDQKDYHRQO\RQHRIWKHPSHUHDFK
DUHD$VDUHVXOWKHUHLQWKH.RYLOMSDUWZHKDYHRQO\
RQH QDWXUH JXDUG RQH ƓVKHU\ JXDUG DQG RQH KXQW
guard.”
Every PA along the Danube has a goal to protect
some endangered species... You are especially
proud of eagles?
„We have six nests of white-tailed eagles and there
are cubs in some of them right now. This is an extremely rare and sensitive species of bird listed in the
World Red List. With a wingspan of about two meters
DQGH[WUHPHO\VWURQJLWDOVREDUHO\FDQVWDQGHQFORVXUH7KHUHVFXHRIHYHU\VSHFLPHQLVDPDMRUHYHQW
and every such case is registered with the London

2UQLWKRORJLFDO $UFKLYH Ŋ WKDW WHVWLƓHV WR WKH LPSRUtance of this increasingly endangered species.
Eleven nests of this bird are mapped and regularly
PRQLWRUHG LQ WKH ŏ*RUQMH 3RGXQYDOMHŐ 1DWXUH 5Hserve (from the Danube entrance to Serbia and down
to Apatin). But no one can exactly say what is the exDFWQXPEHURIWKHPLQWKLVUHJLRQDVWKH\RIWHQKDYH
more than one nest.
If a new nest of the White-tailed eagle is observed
KHUHD]RQHRIDURXQGLWLVLPPHGLDWHO\FORVHG
for any human access or activity. During the nesting
period (which lasts from mid-December to mid-June)
this range is increased to 200m.”
We have to keep an eye on other wild animals as
well. When the level of the Danube greatly increasHVJDPH HVSHFLDOO\GHHU FOLPEKLJKVRLOEHDPVDQG
foresters have to pick them from there and transport
WKHP WR VDIHW\ 7KHUH DUH DOVR MDFNDOV KHUH EXW QRW
OLNH LQ %DQDW DQG DURXQG 6UHPVND 0LWURYLFD ZKHUH
there are a lot of them.

The Shlais locality is one of the most visited and attractive sites in the entire reserve. It is closest to the
.RYLOMVHWWOHPHQWDQGIRUPVDQLFHSOHDVXUH]RQHIRU
QDWXUHORYHUVƓVKHUPHQDQGZDONHUV7KHUHLVDSRVVLELOLW\RIUHQWLQJERDWVDQGƓVKLQJDWWKH6KODLV
7KH 7LNYDUD ORFDOLW\ LV ORFDWHG E\ WKH HPEDQNPHQW
next to the local road and in the immediate vicinity
RI WKH .RYLOM PRQDVWHU\ $Q (FRORJLFDOHGXFDWLRQal Center that was built on this site consists of an
outdoor ecological classroom and a birdwatching
tower offering views of the surrounding forest and
ponds. The Center has the capacity to accommodate
20-30 students.
7KH.RYLOM0RQDVWHU\IURPWKHWKFHQWXU\KDVSDUticular importance and brings an additional attraction to this area as an integral part of the offerings.
And we entered another canal that was dug to inFUHDVHWKHŴRZEXWDOVRWRSURYLGHDURXQGDERXWIRU
another attraction: the circular tour aboard a tourist
FDWDPDUDQ SURYLGHGWKURXJKDSURMHFWFRQYH\HGE\
the Mountain Movement of Sremski Karlovci).

7KH.35KDVWKHVDPHSUREOHPDVRWKHU3$ōVLQ6HUELD D QHHG WR PDQDJH ƓQDQFHV WKURXJK FRPPHUcial exploitation of available natural resources. And
DJDLQWKHSULPDU\FRPPHUFLDODFWLYLW\RIWKLVUHVHUYH
is forestry. But there is another source of income
that has good potential for the future; considering
the short distance between Novi Sad (20km) and
%HOJUDGH NP  DQG WKH LPPHGLDWH YLFLQLW\ RI WKH
( KLJKZD\ WKH 6SHFLDO 5HVHUYH RI 1DWXUH .RYLOMVNR3HWURYDUDGLQ 5LW KDV RXWVWDQGLQJ RSSRUWXQLWLHV
for establishing and developing tourism and tourist offer in general. Cooperation with the Mountain
Movement of town Sremski Karlovci is a good way to
XVH WKHVH RSSRUWXQLWLHV ZKLOH EULQJLQJ EHQHƓWV IRU
both partners.
7KHHGXFDWLRQDOWUDLORQWKHVLWHŏ.XUMDÏNDJUHGDŐLV
1000 m long and suitable for small groups of visitors.
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But...
“But the people from Novi Sad still are not in the habLW RI FRPLQJ KHUHŐ VD\V 6ODGMDQD ŏ:H KDYH WR SURmote our offer a lot more.”
But…
“But while missing public awareness of the tourist atWUDFWLYHQHVVRIWKLVDUHDZHVWLOOŏHQMR\ŐDQDWXUHFRQVHUYDWLRQ SUREOHP WKDW LV W\SLFDO IRU 3$ōV ZKLFK DUH
FORVHWRELJVHWWOHPHQWV7KHWRZQRI.RYLOMKDVDERXW
 LQKDELWDQWV DQG LW SXWV D ORW RI SUHVVXUH RQ
the Reserve. Trucks carrying logs are destroying the
gravel road atop the embankment.
Cows that are left unattended destroy thousands of
DFUHVRIWUHHVHHGOLQJVƓUVWE\XVLQJWKHPWRVFUDWFK
themselves and then by eating their herbaceous canRSLHV'HVSLWHIUHTXHQWUHSRUWVDQGHYHQOLWLJDWLRQV
there is no necessary level of understanding of the
state authorities. At the nearby reserve Obedska
EDUD ŏ9RMYRGLQDĞXPHŐ JLYHV ODUJH DUHDV WR WKH FDWWOHPHQ DQG WKH EHQHƓW LV PXWXDO %XW DV OLYHVWRFN

SURGXFWLRQ LV GHFOLQLQJ LQ 6HUELD VPDOO SURGXFHUV
are choking and there are fewer and fewer real livestock farmers: many of them are actually struggling
MXVWWRELWHLQWRDJULFXOWXUDOSURMHFWVDQGWRFRPHXS
with the money that way.”
8QOLNH 13 )UXĞND JRUD WKH .35 KDV WR ƓJKW VHYHUDO
VLJQLƓFDQWSODQWGLVHDVHV7KHIXQJXVGLVHDVHŏ'RWKichiza canker of poplar” (Dothichiza populea) decimated the black poplar in the past - that is why the
Institute for Lowland Forestry is constantly introducing the production of poplar river clones.
“Conditions have changed a lot in modern times and
new clones have to be introduced because it is very
dangerous to have only one variety on the whole surface. “

H[SDQVLYHDQGGLIƓFXOWWRFRQWUROEHFDXVHXVHRISHVticides is not allowed in the protected area. The only
QDWXUDOZD\WRVXSSUHVVLWLVWKHOLYHVWRFNWKDWOLNHVWR
eat them.
)UHHŴRDWLQJZDWHUZHHGV GXFNZHHGVRU/HPQD DUH
also aggressive and reduce the amount of oxygen
DYDLODEOHIRUƓVK
/HWōV DOVR PHQWLRQ WKH LQWHUHVWLQJ ŏKRQH\GHZŐ  H[crement of caterpillars that drips from the forest
EUDQFKHVDVDŏGUL]]OHŐ,WLVQRWKDUPIXOWRSODQWVEXW
it is a strong allergen.
2QH WKLQJ WKDW 6ODGMDQD GLGQōW ZDQW WR PLVV DW WKH
HQGRIWKHERDWULGHŏ,QDIWHUDYLVLWWRWKHPRQDVWHU\RI.RYLOM3ULQFH&KDUOHVDOVRZHQWRQWKLVVDPH
boat tour that we did!”

,YDQD9DVLÉZDQWHGWRQRWHWKLVŏ)RUPHRXUELJJHVW
success is the multifunctional use of the territory: forHVWU\ƓVKLQJKXQWLQJDQGWRXULVPZKLOHSURWHFWLQJ
QDWXUH$QGLWWXUQVRXWWKDWLWōVDOOSRVVLEOHWRKDYHDOO
of it in the same place.”

6SHDNLQJRISRSODUVWKHUHZDVDQHGLI\LQJVWUDWHJLcal mistake that was made in the past in the Srem reJLRQVKDUHGZLWK&URDWLDZKLOHLWDFWXDOO\ZDVQRWDQ
DUHDVXLWDEOHIRULQWHQVLYHSRSODUFXOWLYDWLRQDIWHUD
bug pulp factory was built in Sremska Mitrovica popODUSODQWDWLRQVZHUHHVWDEOLVKHGHYHU\ZKHUHWRIHHG
WKHIDFWRU\%XWWKHSRSODUOLNHVWRŏVZLPŐIRUDZKLOH
DQGGU\DUHDVIDUIURPULYHUVDQGFKDQQHOVGHƓQLWHO\
were not friendly habitats for this tree. So commercial
results were obviously not that great.)
Ash and oak (Quercus robur) suffer from Chalara fraxLQHDG\LQJRISHDNVKRRWV$V6ODGMDQDH[SODLQHGWR
PHLWLVFDXVHGKHUHE\KHDY\WUDIƓF WKHGXVWUDLVHG
E\KHDY\WUXFNZKHHOVKDVDVSHFLDOO\EDGLQŴXHQFH 
The oaks are also attacked by the chiggers and fungi
disease Powdery mildew (Microsphaera alphitoides)
that choke them and take their maturation energy.
There is also constant pressure from invasive species.
$VK SDMDVHQ DQG$PRUSKDIUXWLFRVD VRPHWLPHVUHferred as a sort of acacia because of the look of the
leaves which reminds that of the Acacia sp.) are very

FDQQRWEHIXOƓOOHGKHUH2QO\RIWKHSURYLQFHLV
under forest and mentioned recommendation would
require 13% under forest - twice as much. Three
\HDUVDJRWKH3URYLQFLDO*RYHUQPHQWDOORFDWHG
KDIRUDIIRUHVWDWLRQSXUSRVHVEXWLQWKHIRUPRIVPDOO
DUHDVZKHUHLWLVGLIƓFXOWWRPDLQWDLQDQGGHIHQGWKH
IRUHVW+HUHWKHIRUHVWLVDOVRFXWGRZQE\WKHFKXUFK
(YHU\0DUFKLQWKH3HWURYDUDGLQSDUWRIWKH5HVHUYH
ORFDOYLOODJHUVEXUQWKHUHHGVZKLFKRIWHQFDXVHVƓUHV
in which 20-30 ha are burned down. There is little relief in the fact that this happens before the migratory
birds return. It takes 15 years for the oak to reach a
GLDPHWHURIFPDQGLWVURWDWLRQFRSSLFHODVWV
120-180 years (or about six generations of forestry
HQJLQHHUV 7KDWōVZK\WKHGDPDJHLVVRKXJHZKHQ
DƓUHHQWHUVWKHIRUHVWŐ

After several kilometers of bicycle ride along the
GDPZHDUULYHGDWDSRLQWIURPZKHUHWKHFDWDPDUDQ
ZRXOGWDNHXVWR6UHPVNL.DUORYFLDWWKHULJKWEDQN
of the Danube. This is where I met 0U$OHNVD-HIWLÉ
3UHVLGHQWRIWKH9RMYRGLQD6FRXWV0RYHPHQW

,QWKHEDFNJURXQGWKHGHDGO\FRZVRI.RYLOM
%XWIRUKHUWKHEHVWLVřŏ(YHU\QHZIRUHVWZKHUHYHU
WKHUHZDVQōWRQH7KHYDVWŴDWVSDFHRI9RMYRGLQDKDV
EHHQ RYHU WLPH WUDQVIRUPHG LQWR D JUDQDU\ EXW9RMYRGLQDWKHUHIRUHDOVREHFDPHRQHRIWKH(XURSHDQ
zones with the most disappeared forests. The European recommendation of 0.16 ha of forest per capita
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“The National Scouts Movement in Serbia was founded in the 1960s - next year we will mark 60 years of
H[LVWHQFH'XULQJWKDWWLPHRYHUKDRIIRUests were planted in the territory of the country. In
RXU ORFDO VHFWLRQ WKH ODVW  \HDUV KDYH EHHQ
characterized by environmental education.
,Q  ZH FUHDWHG WKH FRQGLWLRQV IRU RXU RZQ IDcility in Sremski Karlovci - an 18th-century building
was purchased and our Educational Center was built
there. The center has 46 beds and is also accessible
for people with disabilities. Geothermal heating is
provided.

)LYH\HDUVDJRZHMRLQHGDIDPLO\RI(XURSHDQ\RXWK
FHQWHUVRXWRIDWRWDORIWKLVLVWKHRQO\RQHORcated outside the European Union. We are unique in
something else: while other youth centers are recogQL]HGDQGVXEVLGL]HGZHKDYHWRVZLPLQWKHFRPPHUFLDO PDUNHW DQG HQVXUH VXVWDLQDELOLW\ WKURXJK
various programs and services to other organizaWLRQV)RUH[DPSOHDWWKHPRPHQWZHKDYHJXHVWV
from Czech Republic. And we are proud of the fact
that every civilian organization that has used our services - has come again.
&RRSHUDWLRQ ZLWK WKH 9RMYRGLQDĞXPH JRHV EDFN WR
the time of their founding and since then we have
MRLQWDFWLYLWLHVHDFK\HDU:HXVXDOO\PDNHSODQVIRUWKH
VHDVRQDQGWKHQVXEPLWWKHPWRWKH9RMYRGLQDĞXPH
then they do their best to help us with mechanization
ZKHQZKHUHZHQHHGLWHWF%XWHYHQPRUHLPSRUWDQW
KHOSLVWKHLUH[SHUWZRUNDGYLFHDQGFRQWURO

7KHYLHZRI6UHPVNL.DUORYFL
One poll found that a staggering 64% of school children in this region had never visited the Danube.
And that is the reason why we continued to work on
WKHFKDQQHOFUHDWLQJDVKDGHGVSDFHIRUFKLOGUHQ
DQGFOHDQLQJDQDUHDZKHUHWKHIXWXUH9LVLWRU&HQWHU
is planned.
2XU &HQWHU LV QDPHG ŏ5DGXORYDÏNLŐ LQ PHPRU\ RI
ODWH0LRGUDJ5DGXORYDÏNL  DQ$PHULFDQ
VFLHQWLVWRI6HUELDQGHVFHQWZKRƓQDQFHGWKHUHFRQstruction of the house where the Center is located.
9HU\V\PEROLFKHGLHGGXULQJDYLVLWWR6UHPVNL.DUlovci in 2014. Another coincidence is that his birthGD\ZDVRQ$SULOZKLFKLVDOVR3ODQHW(DUWK'D\
and that gives double inspiration to mark that day in
our activities.

The Scouts also organize work camps and one example was the renovation of the Karlovci arm - cutting
and removing invasive species on the canal parallel
WRWKH'DQXEHRQWKHOHQJWKRIP
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7KHWRZQLVIXOORIEHDXWLIXODUFKLWHFWXUH\RXFDQ
ƓQGGHWDLOVRQWKHLQWHUQHW%XWDPRQJDOOWKRVH
PDQPDGH WRZQ ODQGPDUNV , FRXOGQōW UHVLVW WR
SLFN XS WKLV ORYHO\ KXJH SURWHFWHG V\FDPRUH
that was…

DJERDAP NATIONAL PARK
In a nature kingdom with a dark secret that
could destroy Serbia?
(see at the end)
7KHULJKWSODFHWREHJLQYLVLWWR'MHUGDS13RQWKH
6HUELDQVLGHRIWKH,URQ*DWHVLV'RQML0LODQRYDFD
small town located right in the middle of the 120 km
long gorge.
***
,Q 6HUELD LI \RX VD\ ŏ*YR]GHQD YUDWDŐ 6HUELDQ H[pression with the meaning “Iron gates”) a few would
NQRZZKDW\RXDUHWDONLQJDERXWŏ'MHUGDSŐLVZKDW
everyone knows. The word comes from Turkish word
“girdap” (and it came to Turkish language from Persian language) that denotes dangerous place with
DORWRIPDHOVWURPV6RPHNPXSVWUHDPDWWKH
WRZQ*ROXEDFWKH'DQXEHLVNPZLGHIURP6HUELDQWR5RPDQLDQFRDVW$QGKHUHRQDVKRUWVWUHWFK
called Kazan (again Turkish word meaning “caulGURQŐ DOOWKDWZDWHUJRHVWKURXJKDJDSWKDWLVRQO\
150 m wide at its most narrow point. That is why Ka]DQ XVHG WR EH D UHDOO\ GDQJHURXV SODFH IRU VKLSV
with its rocks and reefs protruding from the “boiling”
ZDWHU 6SHFLDO ORFDO SLORWV ŏORFVŐ XVHG WR HPEDUN
ships and guide them through. After the dam for the
+\GURHOHFWULF3RZHU3ODQW'MHUGDS, +(33'MHUGDS
, ZDVEXLOWWKHZDWHUOHYHOLQFUHDVHGIRUPHWHUV
DQG WKH ZDWHU FRYHUHG URFNV WXUQLQJ .D]DQ LQWR D
calm area.
***
, GLG H[DFWO\ WKDW DQG P\ ƓUVW LQWHUYLHZHH ZDV Mr.
*RUDQĺLNLÉD+XQWLQJDQG)LVKLQJH[SHUWRIWKH3DUN

)URPNLORPHWHUVWRPHWHUVWKHVSHFWDFXODUVTXHH]HRQWKHDQFLHQW5RPDQ/LPHV0RHVLDH
7KHƓUVWWKLQJWRNQRZDERXWWKH3DUN"

And there is the (in)famous Power Plant…

ŏ7KHDUHDRIWKH3DUNLVKD,WVWUHWFKHVDORQJ
WKH'DQXEHDWNPLQOHQJWKIURPWKHVPDOOWRZQ
Golubac to the small town Kladovo. And here in
'RQML0LODQRYDFZHDUHH[DFWO\LQWKHPLGGOHRIWKDW
distance.”

ŏ7KH +\GURHOHFWULF 3RZHU 3ODQW 'MHUGDS , ZDV FRQstructed in the early 1970s and it raised the Danube at the location by 32 m. The lake extends to the
mouth of the Nere but the slowdown of water is felt
DOOWKHZD\WR6ODQNDPHQLQ9RMYRGLQD
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So the consequences were…?
The dam has cut the migratory paths of sturgeon
VSHFLHVDQGFKDQJHGWKHVWUXFWXUHRIWKHƓVKVWRFN
The bottom of the river became muddy so some
VSHFLHVGLVDSSHDUHG OLQMDN7LQFDWLQFDUHGƓVK WKH
number of barbels (Barbus barbus) decreased drasWLFDOO\ZKLOHWKH*ROGHQH\HGSLNH (VR[OXFLXV ZDV
UHGXFHGWRDQHJOLJLEOHQXPEHU1HZLQYDVLYHVSHFLHVRIƓVKKDYHHPHUJHGJUD\DQGZKLWHVLOYHUFDUS
DPXUEDEXVNDFYHUJODQJRELHV $SKLDPLQXWDDQG
&U\VWDORJRELXVOLQHDULV WRSPRXWKJXGJHRQ
%HIRUH::,,QRRQHWRRNFDUHRIZKHUHWKHVHVSHFLHVVSDZQ,QDVWXUJHRQZLWKDFKLSIURP+XQJDU\ZDVFDXJKWKHUHb7KHK\GURHOHFWULFSODQWDWWKH
time of construction assumed the obligation to build
D KDWFKHU\ RQ WKH 6HUELDQ VLGH )RU WKLV SXUSRVH
large ponds were built in front of the village of KosWRO DIHZNPGRZQVWUHDPRI.ODGRYR EXWWKH\ZHUH
never put into an actual operation.
)LIWHHQ\HDUVDJRDORFDOLQLWLDWLYHOHGWRWKHRSHQLQJ
RIDFRPPHUFLDOVWXUJHURQIDUP7KHƓVKZHUHFDXJKW
QHDUWKHYLOODJHRI5DGXMHYDFEHORZ+33'MHUGDS
and transferred to the breeding farm with the idea of
producing caviar (in the times before the dam was
EXLOWWKHFDYLDUFDYLDUZDVRIEHWWHUTXDOLW\WKDQWKH
Russian one). But 10 years ago a ban on hunting moURQVZDVSDVVHGDQGWKLVEXVLQHVVIDLOHG
The Serbian Ministry of Energy so far keeps denying
any talks on the construction of an sturgeon elevaWRUD HYHQ RQ FRQGLWLRQ WKDW WKH PRQH\ LV SURYLGHG
IURPDEURDG ,Q6HUELDRQHVXFKOLIWDOUHDG\H[LVWVDW
DK\GURHOHFWULFSODQWRQ/DNH%DMLQD%DVWDQHDUWKH
border with Bosnia.) “
,ZDVYHU\IRUWXQDWHWRƓQGLQWKHORFDOWULEXWDULHVRI
the Danube a subspecies of brown trout found in
only a few more rivers of Eastern Serbia. The genetic
determination determined it to be a special species.

,Q  VSHFLDO UHVHDUFKHV ZHUH FRQGXFWHG
on the basis of which the doctoral dissertation was
written. “
I must admit that the meeting with my next interlocXWRU0U'U1HQDG5DGDNRYLÉ'LUHFWRURIWKH3DUN
- left me in quite a shock: nowhere on the Danube
have I been served such a package of depressing
facts. And I thought I knew a lot about this area…
ŏ6OXGJLQJ LV D VLJQLƓFDQW SUREOHP LQ WKH ULYHU KHUH
7KH 'MHUGDS *RUJH LV WKH FROOHFWRU RI WKH (XURSH
The sludge can be cleaned but the question is what
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WRGRZLWKLWWKHQEHFDXVHLWFRQWDLQVF\DQLGH ZKLFK
got into Danube after past leaks in some Romanian
PLQHV DUVHQLF IURPDQRWKHUPLQH $IWHUWKH1$72
ERPELQJ WKH\ ZHUH MRLQHG E\ UDGLRDFWLYH ZDVWH
IURPWKDWZDVZDVKHGRIIIURPERPEHGVXUIDFHVDV
well by (proven carcinogenic) pyrene released when
transformer oil from big electric power stations of
1RYL6DGZHUHKLWDQGVHWLQƓUH7KHUHDUHDOVRIHUWLOL]HUVIURPWKHHQGOHVVƓHOGVRI9RMYRGLQDDVZHOODV
various “ordinary” garbage. The largest deposits of
VOXJGH DUH QHDU *ROXEDF ZKHUH WKH 'DQXEH LV WKH
ZLGHVW NPIURP6HUELDQWR5RPDQLDQEDQN KHUH
tailings from the Romanian copper mine in the hill

above the river pollute the entire riverside all the way
WRWKHVPDOOWRZQRI9HOLNR*UDGLVWHRQWKH6HUELDQ
side.
We are supposed to call this, um… “sludging”? It
looks like quite a euphemistic name for what you
VDLG$QGKRZGRHVWKDWVOXGJLQJDIIHFWƓVKKRZ
GRHVLWDIIHFWVSHRSOHZKRHDWWKHƓVK"
7KHUH DUH VWLOO SURIHVVLRQDO ƓVKHUPHQ VRFDOOHG
ŏDODVŐ RQWKH'DQXEHLQ6HUELDDQGVRLVLQ'MHUGDS
7KH\GHOLYHUƓVKWRWKHWDEOH,QLQFRRSHUDWLRQZLWKWKH,QVWLWXWHIURP6HUELDQWRZQ.UDOMHYR
a survey was conducted on the amount of heavy metDOVRQZDWHUVOXGJHDQGLQVNLQDQGERQHVRIƓVK,W
ZDVVWDWHGWKDWWKHƓVKGLGQRWFRQWDLQXQDFFHSWDEOH
quantities and did not contain mercury at all.
+RZ LV LW SRVVLEOH WKDW ƓVK OLYLQJ DQG VZLPPLQJ
above a deadly sludge is not dangerous to eat?
The explanation is that the dangerous layer of sludge
has sunk deeper to the bottom - now it is at depths
RIFPDQGPRUHDQGLVLQVXODWHGE\QHZOD\HUVRI
sludge.
If that is true, another way to look at it is still that
there was a period of several years (a decade…?) after the bombing when the poisonous sludge was in
direct contact with water. And people still used to
HDWƓVKDWWKDWWLPH"
,Q'RQML0LODQRYDFZKHUHWKLV1DWLRQDO3DUN'LUHFWRUDWHLVDOVRORFDWHGWKHWUHDWHGZDWHUIURPWKH'DQube has been used for drinking in the last 5-6 years.
7KHDGYLFHLVGRQōWGULQNLW
The measured quantities of some elements are than
100 to 1000 times above than allowed ones. Before
VZLWFKLQJWRWKLVZDWHUVRXUFHWKHFLW\ZDVVXSSOLHG
ZLWK GULQNLQJ ZDWHU IURP WKH QHDUE\ 3RUHÏ 5LYHU
coming from the hilly region above the city. But the
river runs through the Bor mine area on the South

where copper and gold are extracted an processed.
7KH WDLOLQJV IURP WKLV SURFHVVHV DUH YHU\ WR[LF VR
even at that time the water from town plumbing was
not used for drinking: the citizens of Milanovac have
long been accustomed to using it only for technical
purposes.”
***
Let me mention here an article from a Serbian newspaper that I had found at the time of writing this text.
It informed about pollution of the Danube water in
Belgrade with bacteria Escherichia coli. But it was
MXVWDQRYHUWXUHIRUWKLVEOHDNIDFWLQIRUPHU<XJRVODYLDQRJRYHUQPHQWKDVHYHUWULHGWREXLOGDZDVWHZDWHU WUHDWPHQW SODQW $Q\ZKHUH 7KH\ GLGQōW HYHQ
think about it. So the wastewater from the sewage
systems still goes directly into rivers and that is why
WKH'DQXEHDVZHOODVWKHULYHU6DYDDQGULYHUVLQDOO
RWKHU 6HUELDQ FLWLHV DORQJ WKH EDQNV DUH ƓOOHG ZLWK
feces. The only difference is that Belgrade is by far
the biggest town on Serbian part of the Danube and
WKDWōV ZK\ WKH ULYHU LV PRVW SROOXWHG RQ WKH VWUHWFK
after the capital. (The city has over 120 direct sewage
GLVFKDUJHV LQWR WKH 'DQXEH DQG DERXW  GLUHFW
discharges into the Sava.)
In the past not only there were no plans for wastewaWHUWUHDWPHQWSODQWVEXWWKHUHZHUHDOVRQRXUEDQLVtic measures that would create preconditions for the
FRQVWUXFWLRQRIVXFKSODQWV7KHUHDUHSODQVQRZDQG
WKH\VKRZWKDWWREXLOGƓYHQHFHVVDU\SODQWVLQ%HOgrade (in order to cover an area of about 1.5 million
SHRSOH RQHELOOLRQHXURVLVQHHGHG7KHƓUVWSKDVH
actually begins this autumn and its total worth is 285
million EUR (provided by the Serbian government)
while complete Belgrade wastewater treatment system will cost about 600 million EUR.
The European Union criticized Serbia several times
UHJDUGLQJWKHSROOXWLRQRIWKH'DQXEHLQWKHFRXQWU\
EXWVRIDUGLGQōWVKRZDQLQWHUHVWWRKHOSWRUHVROYH
this problem (Serbia is now the only Danubian country that is not a member of the EU.)
And it seems that it is actually not local but an inter76

national issue: according to a regular microbiological survey (it is implemented every six years) by a
JURXS RI $XVWULDQ XQLYHUVLW\ VFLHQWLVWV WKH 'DQXEH
is contaminated with feces along its course through
6HUELD 5RPDQLD DQG %XOJDULD 7KH ODVW VXUYH\ ZDV
FDUULHGRXWRQDNLORPHWHUORQJGLVWDQFHIURP
the source to the Black Sea. Samples were taken from
30 sites in the middle of the river as well as on the
EDQNVDQGWKHPDLQWULEXWDULHVZHUHDOVRDQDO\]HG
The results showed that the situation in Hungary has
LPSURYHG DQG XQOLNH LQ HDUOLHU \HDUV WKH 'DQXEH
in Budapest is less polluted. Extremely high levels
of pollution have been reported in the vicinity of
5XVH %XOJDULD  DQG $UJHV 5RPDQLD  ZKHUH ZDVWHZDWHUIURP%XFKDUHVWŴRZVLQWRWKH'DQXEH ZLWKD
registered recent improvement in water quality as a
consequence of the development of local wastewaWHU WUHDWPHQW  5HVHDUFKHUV ZHUH H[SHFWLQJ WR ƓQG
VLJQLƓFDQWSROOXWLRQLQWKH$XVWULDQSDUWDVZHOOEXW
except in one place the pollution level was moderate
(VFKHULFKLDFROLSHUPLOOLOLWHUVRIZDWHU 
Sooo… In Germany and Austria they are passionate
DERXWIUHHŴRZLQJVHFWLRQVRIWKH'DQXEH VHFWLRQV
between hydroelectric power plants where the river
ŴRZVDVLWXVHGWRŴRZEHIRUHWKDWSODQWVZHUHEXLOW 
$WWKHRWKHUVLGHWKHIUHHŴRZLQJ'DQXEHLVDQRUmal thing all the way from Slovakia down to the Iron
Gates and then all the way to the Black Sea – but we
FRXOGLQVWHDGWDONKHUHDERXWWKHIUHHŴRZLQJV

***
2NOHWVJREDFNWRWKHWDONZLWK0U5DGDNRYLÉ
Are there other bad news here?
„Just a couple of them are left… On the Romanian
VLGH VHYHUDO \HDUV DJR ZLQG JHQHUDWRUV ZHUH LQVWDOOHGDWWKHHQWUDQFHWRWKH'MHUGDS*RUJHZKLFK
disturbs birds.
$QGWKHQRXUUHODWLRQVZLWKWKH+(33'MHUGDS,DUH
not satisfactory. More precisely: we have no contact
ZLWK WKHP $QG WKH\ KDYH D KDELW WR VXGGHQO\ DQG

ZLWKRXW DQ\ SULRU DQQRXQFHPHQW RSHQ WKH GDP
gates and lower water level in the lake. The level
drop sometimes reaches two meters during one
QLJKW GXULQJ IXOO VSDZQLQJ WLPH RI WKH ƓVK7KLV RI
FRXUVHFDXVHVVHULRXVGDPDJHDQGWKHFRQVHTXHQFHVDUHIHOWHYHQWZR\HDUVDIWHUVXFKHYHQWV,Q
ZHKDGODUJHƓVKPRUWDOLW\IRUH[DFWO\WKLVUHDVRQ:H
UHJXODUO\UHSRUWHGVXFKLQFLGHQWVWRVWDWHLQVSHFWRUV
EXW WR QR DYDLO +(33 'MHUGDS , DQG 'MHUGDS ,, DUH
extremely important for supplying the country with
electricity and the energy lobby is very strong. So
they can allow to themselves to not care about coRSHUDWLRQZLWKDQ\RQHORFDOO\LQFOXGLQJWKH1DWLRQDO
Park.”
I must note a special curiosity: Donji Milanovac does
not receive electricity from HEPP Djerdap I, but from
a thermal power plant in remote Kostolac?
“To build these huge power plants is It was necessary
WRŴRRGDORWDQGWRGHVWUR\DORW$QGDIWHUDOOWKDW
VWUDQJHWKLQJLVWKDWWKH\GRQōWSURYLGHHOHFWULFLW\WR
our town. Power plants certainly have a large budget
IRUQDWXUHFRQVHUYDWLRQEXWWKH\GRQRWKDYHSURIHVsional staff to deal with that task. There is no knowlHGJHRIKRZWRXVHWKHIXQGVLQDQHIƓFLHQWDQGIRFXVHGZD\7KHUHIRUHFROODERUDWLQJZLWKXVZRXOGEH
XVHIXOIRUERWKVLGHVEXWZHOO$VIRUWKHSUREOHPV
WKDW WKH\ FDXVH WKHUH LV D UXOHERRN IRU GDPDJHV LQ
ƓVKLQJLQGXVWU\EXWIRUH[DPSOHKRZGRHVRQHGHWHUPLQHGDPDJHVZKHQLWFRPHVWRƓVKHJJV"Ő

RISURWHFWLRQDQGZHDUHDOVRLQYROYHGLQQXPHURXV
LQWHUQDWLRQDOSURMHFWV%XWLWZRXOGFHUWDLQO\EHPXFK
better to reorganize the status of the national parks
in Serbia. The paintings in the Louvre are a treasure
RI KXPDQLW\7R VHH WKHP ZH QHHG WR EX\ D WLFNHW
It should be the same with natural treasures (such
as national parks) - instead of forcing them to funcWLRQE\HDWLQJWKHLURZQVXEVWDQFHWKURXJKIRUHVWU\
KXQWLQJRUƓVKLQJ$QGLIWKH6WDWHVD\VWKDWŏZROYHV
VKRXOGQRORQJHUEHKXQWHGŐWKHQWKH6WDWHVKRXOG
also compensate for the damage done by the wolves.
Another problem over the last 30 years is that the
State has not yet purchased all the land that is in the
]RQHVXQGHUZLWKWKHƓUVW KLJKHVW GHJUHHRIQDWXUH
protection. Some of these zones are the property
RIWKH$UP\ZKLOHRWKHUORFDOLWLHVDUHXQGHUSULYDWH
ownership. One example of problems that arose
from this situation: the locality “Pecka bara” was unGHUWKHƓUVWOHYHORISURWHFWLRQEXWZDVRZQHGE\WKH
$UP\7KHŏVROXWLRQŐ"ЗKHORFDOLW\ZDVH[FHSWHGIURP
WKHƓUVWOHYHORISURWHFWLRQŐ

ŏ/HWōV VWDUW LW OLJKWO\    ZLWK D JRRG RXWFRPH IURP
a bad situation. The general population decline in
(DVWHUQ 6HUELD LQFOXGLQJ WKH 'DQXEH FRDVW LQ WKLV
SDUWRIWKHFRXQWU\LVLQWHQVLYH+RZHYHUWKLVLVJRRG
for nature conservation: the number of forest sysWHPVLQFUHDVHVFXOWLYDWHGDUHDVJLYHZD\WRIRUHVWV
$JUHDWKRQRUIRUWKH3DUNLVWKH6WDWHōVSURSRVDOWR
GHFODUH'MHUGDS13DVWKHƓUVW*HRSDUNLQWKHFRXQWU\ *HRSDUNV QHDU 6HUELD H[LVW LQ 6ORYHQLD ,GULMD 
&URDWLD 3DSXN  +XQJDU\ %DODWRQ  DQG 5RPDQLD
+DĠHJ  EXW WKHUH DUH QRQH LQ %XOJDULD 0DFHGRQLD
and Albania.
We have a number of very interesting phytocoenoses
(communities) here. Walnut and nettle tree (Celtis
DXVWUDOLVDQDXWRFKWKRQRXVVSHFLHV DUHRXWJURZWKV
RI D PDULWLPH 0HGLWHUUDQHDQ FOLPDWH 6ZRUG KD]HO
RDNVDVKDQGEHHFK 0RHVLDQW\SH ZLOGFKHUU\DQG
ZLOGSHDUDOOWKHVHSODQWVDUHLQ'MHUGDSPXFKODUJHU
than average. We also have yew (it grows on vertical
URFNV  DQG WKH ODUJHŴRZHUHG DQHPRQH 7KHUH DUH
40-50 of autochthonous woody species. And there
are also natural arboretums where different types of
trees grow side by side.
Bears sometimes wander in the Park - usually when
the Danube freezes and they can cross over from Romania. Fishermen also reported on deer swimming
DFURVV WKH 'DQXEH DSSDUHQWO\ LQ VHDUFK RI TXLHWHU
and safer zones.

All this was depressing – let’s go to “normal” problems
”A pretty common problem is ignorance - not only of
visitors but also of locals - about the way Park works.
,W LV D FRPPRQ RSLQLRQ WKDW WKH 3DUN LV ƓQDQFHG E\
WKH 6WDWH EXW DOO QDWLRQDO SDUNV LQ 6HUELD DUH XQIRUtunately public enterprises and have to earn money
in order to survive and to be able to perform their
EDVLFMREŊWKHQDWXUHSURWHFWLRQ:HDUHHQJDJHGLQ
commercial forestry in the zones with the 3rd degree

Could we advance now to some good things?

%HIRUH WKH 'MHUGDS GDP ZDV EXLOW QDYLJDWLRQ
WKURXJKWKHJRUJHZDVWULFN\DQGGDQJHURXV'HYLFHVOLNHWKLVZHUHXVHGWRVKRZWRERDWVSULRULW\
RIWKHSDVVLQYHU\QDUURZSDUWV
8SJR'RZQVWRSDQGZDLW
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And there are always legends and stories about sturJHRQV$FFRUGLQJWR%UHPDVWXUJHRQFDQJURZXS
WR  P DQG FDQ ZHLJK XS WR  NJ %XW FDWƓVK LV
quite a decent replacement: one of the 2.1 m and
NJZDVUHFHQWO\FDXJKWDQGPXFKELJJHUVDPSOHVDUHSDUWRIƓVKHUPDQKLVWRU\KHUH-HDQ-DFTXHV
Custo descended into the depths of the Danube in
1990 (to 90m below sea level!) and claimed to have

VHHQKXJHFDWƓVKGRZQWKHUH%XWLWVKRXOGEHHPSKDVL]HG WKDW WKH EDQ RQ FDWƓVK ƓVKLQJ LV FXUUHQWO\
in place.“
And thee is also the historic and cultural side
Ő7KH SUHKLVWRULF VHWWOHPHQW RI /HSHQVNL 9LU RQH RI
WKHFUDGOHVRI(XURSHDQFLYLOL]DWLRQZDVDFFLGHQWDOO\
discovered during preparations for the construction
RIWKH+(33'MHUGDS,GDP,Q2UELQLXVZURWH
WKHZRUNŏ7KH(PSLUHRIWKH6ODYVŐVWDWLQJWKDWRQH
RIWKHIRXQGHUVRIWKH/HSHQVNL9LUFRXOGEH1RDK
7KHUH ZHUH VHYHUDO RWKHU FRQƓUPHG DUFKDHRORJLFDO
sites in the gorge but they were unfortunately submerged by lake water. Fossil rye and shark tooth fossil have also been found there.
It is amazing that nature has remained preserved unWLOWRGD\IRUVXFKDORQJSHULRGRIWLPHDQGWKURXJK
the shifts of various civilizations. The main reason is
SUREDEO\WKHGLIƓFXOWDFFHVVLELOLW\RIWKHWHUUDLQ8QXVXDOIRONFXVWRPVIRRGDQGFRVWXPHVDUHDOVRSUHserved.”
How does it look like to work in a National Park that
is established in such a complex area?
”Working in the Park requires knowledge in many
ƓHOGV,QWXUQWKHUHDUHKLGGHQYDOXHVWKDWFRQVWDQWO\
delight.

,ōYH EHHQ ZRUNLQJ KHUH IRU  \HDUV DQG ZKDW ,ōYH
learned a long time ago is that generations of peoSOHDUHUHVSRQVLEOHIRUWRGD\ōVOHYHODQGVWDWXVRIWKH
3DUN,QUHFHQWGHFDGHVWKHUHKDVEHHQDVLJQLƓFDQW
increase in the number of tourists and many of them
want to get acquainted with the values of the Park.
Tourist areas are formed on the basis of the Law on
Tourism and are managed by two Limited Liability
Companies: “Golubacki grad” and “Lepenski vir”. CoRSHUDWLRQZLWKWKHVHRUJDQL]DWLRQVLVJUHDWEXWWKH\
KDYH  YLVLWRUV SHU \HDU DQG KDYH QR IRUPDO
ties to the Park. We feel that we should be involved in
WKLVSURFHVVWRREXWWKHUHDUHQRRXUUHSUHVHQWDWLYHV
in their management structure. No other NP or protected zone in Serbia has such a combination with
FRPPHUFLDOHQWLWLHVEXWWHQ\HDUVDJRVRPHOREELHV
in cooperation with local municipalities and local
self-administrations were strong enough to establish
this system.”
/HWōVƓQLVKZLWKVRPHDFKLHYHPHQWVDQGSODQVZLVKes for the future
,QZHRSHQHGD9LVLWRU&HQWHULQWKHYLOODJHRI
7HNLMDNPXSVWUHDPRIWKH+(33'MHUGDS,0XFK
work is also being done to mark the area with signSRVWVHVSHFLDOO\IRUSHGHVWULDQV,QPDQ\SODFHVZH
also have new info boards with information about the
values of the Park.
:HDUHSODQQLQJUHLQWURGXFWLRQRIWKH'MHUGDSWXOLS
as well as reintroduction of the Griffon vulture (Gyps
fulvus). There were about 56 of these birds here in
WKHSDVWEXWWKH\ZHUHNLOOHGGXULQJWKHWLPHVZKHQ
wolves population was reduced by poisoning with
strychnine.
There is a nice idea of establishing a Transboundary
%LRVSKHUH3DUNZKLFKZRXOGEHJUHDWERWKLQSUDFWLcal and symbolic terms (the river that does not separates but connects). But at the moment we do not
have enough human resources to do such a thing.
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,Q WKH QHDU IXWXUH VRPH PRGHVW EXW \HW YDOXDEOH 
achievements will be the procurement of tourist
PLQLEXVHVDQGERDWVDVZHOODVRIGURQHVIRUWHUUDLQ
monitoring.
8QWLO  'RQML 0LODQRYDF KDG D PHWHRURORJLFDO
station and in that sense was part of the world. Hundred years ago there were similar stations in village
7HNLMD DQG VRPH RWKHU SODFHV ,W ZRXOG EH JRRG WR
have such tools again - if not complete stations then
DW OHDVW UDLQ JDXJHV %\ WKH ZD\ DFFRUGLQJ WR WKH
GDWD IURP IRUPHU VWDWLRQV 'RQML 0LODQRYDF ZDV WKH
sunniest place in the former Yugoslavia - along the
Adriatic island of Hvar!)
6XFFHVV" )RU PH LW LV DERYH DOO WKH WUHDVXU\ SUHVHUYHGIRUIXWXUHJHQHUDWLRQVDQGDERRVWRIWRXULVP
DWWKHVDPHWLPH2IWKHFXUUHQWWKLQJV,ZRXOGOLNH
to single out a new map of the Park as well as a new
collection of promo and info-material. We also have
a renovated exhibition which now looks really nice
DQG LQ WKDW VHQVH ZH GRQōW KDYH WR EH DVKDPHG RI
other parks.”
Next interesting person to meet was Mr. Zoran MiORYDQRYLÉDELRORJLVWLQWKH3DUN

The three monographs
ŏ7KHUHZHUHWKUHHLPSRUWDQWSURMHFWVLQ
executed in collaboration with the Institute for Nature Conservation and the Ministry of the Environment. They resulted in three monographs.
7KHƓUVWRQHOLVWVDOOELUGVZLWKSDUWLFXODUHPSKDVLVRQ
HQGDQJHUHG VSHFLHV LQ WKH 'MHUGDS DUHD7KHUH DUH
VSHFLHVOLVWHGWKHUHRXWRILQWRWDOLQ6HUELD
This publication was also used for Natura 2000 and it
VKRZVWKDWWKH'MHUGDSJRUJHLVYHU\ZHOOSUHVHUYHG
habitat and hence for a reason declared as an Important Bird Area (IBA).

I understood that you have participated in some earlier stages of the DANUBEPARKS?
ŏ7KH3DUNWRRNSDUWLQWKHƓUVWDQGVHFRQGVWDJHRIWKH
'$18%(SDUNV&211(&7('SURMHFW,QWKDWIUDPH,
followed two bird species along the Danube banks in
6HUELDIURP5DPWRWKHPRXWKRIWKH7LPRNULYHU LH
WRYLOODJH5DGXMHYDF LQWKHWRWDOOHQJWKRINP
7KHƓUVWRQHZDVWKH/LWWOHULQJHGSORYHU &KDUDGULXV
dubius) and the second was the Sand martin (Riparia riparia). These two species are in fact indicators of
KDELWDWFRQVHUYDWLRQDQGWKHUHVXOWVZHUHSRVLWLYH,W
was a nice achievement and It is a pity that the Park
LVQRWLQYROYHGLQWKHSUHVHQWVWDJHVRIWKHSURMHFWŐ
0U=RUDQ0LORYDQRYLÉ
7KH*ULIIRQ9XOWXUH *\SVIXOYXV H[LVWVLQ6HUELDWRGD\ RQO\ LQ WKH FDQ\RQV RI 8YDF DQG7UHVQMLFD  EXW
XQWLOZDVSUHVHQWLQODUJHQXPEHUVLQ'MHUGDS
WRR 7KHUHIRUH RXU GHVLUH WR KDYH KLP EDFN LV XQderstandable. Reintroduction is planned in cooperDWLRQ ZLWK WKH 8YDF 5HVHUYH ,QWHUHVWLQJO\ WKH SURcess starts by keeping young birds in cages with a
YLHZRIWKHLUIXWXUHQHVWLQJVLWHXQWLOWKH\DUHPDWXUH
enough.)
We have three pairs (or three nests) of the Golden eagle (Aquila chrysaetos) and there are are also
GZDUI HDJOHV $TXLOD SRPDULQD  JUD\ IDOFRQV )DOFR
SHUHJULQXV  WKH PRXQWDLQ ZRRGSHFNHUV DQG SUdavac quails.
7KH VHFRQG PRQRJUDSK ZDV DERXW FDYH EDWV RI
which there are 15 species here.
The third monograph was about speleological obMHFWVLQWKH3DUNDUHD'HVLJQHGLQFROODERUDWLRQZLWK
WKH 1DWLRQDO *HRJUDSKLFDO ,QVWLWXWH LW FRQWDLQV GHscriptions of 30 caves and pits.”

2QHVDGWKLQJWRPHQWLRQDOWKRXJKWKHWUDIƓFRQWKH
URDGWKURXJKWKHJRUJHLVQRWWKDWLQWHQVHLWDIIHFWV
large numbers of animals (especially large and small
mammals) because the road intersects their morning
and evening paths of movement (towards the water
and from the water). Sometimes while I drive to the
RIƓFHHDUO\LQWKHPRUQLQJLWORRNVWRPHOLNHDKHDUW
EUHDNLQJ VODXJKWHUKRXVH URH GHHU IR[HV KHGJHKRJVEDGJHUV7KHRQO\VROXWLRQZRXOGEHWROLPLW
WKHVSHHGWRNPKZKLFKLVGLIƓFXOWEHFDXVHWKLV
LV WKH PDLQ URDG WR 'RQML 0LODQRYDF DQG .ODGRYR
towns.

<RXUSRLQWRIYLHZRIWKH+(33'MHUGDS,GDPLQŴXence is quite different from what I heard about similar impoundments in the upstream countries?
ŏ7RP\RSLQLRQDVDELRORJLVWWKHGDPDQGWKHODNH
RI+(33'MHUGDSKDGDSRVLWLYHLPSDFWRQWKHŴRUD
in the gorge. It was due to the increased humidity:
a lake ecosystem and a wintering ground for birds
ZHUHIRUPHGDIWHUWKHGDPZDVEXLOW%XW,ZRQōWJR
LQWRRWKHUDVSHFWVRIWKHLQŴXHQFHŐ
There are some interesting particularities in the
gorge?
ő'HƓQLWHO\)RUH[DPSOHQRUPDOGLVWULEXWLRQRIWUHH
species with elevation is oak -> beech -> conifers.
%XW KHUH RQ WKH VKRUH DW WKH ORFDOLW\ ŏ+DMGXÏND
YRGHQLFDŐZHKDYHWKHYHJHWDWLRQLQYHUVLRQEHHFK
below oak.
The Iron gates gorge climate allows the nettle tree
&HOWLV DXVWUDOLV  ZKLFK LV D 0HGLWHUUDQHDQ SODQW WR
JURZ DV D UHOLF IURP WKH ,FH $JH GXULQJ ZKLFK WKH
FOLPDWHKHUHZDVPLOGHU(YHQWRGD\DOOWKHZD\XQWLO WKH HQG RI WKH JRUJH FORVH WR WKH +(33 'MHUGDS
,GDPERUGHUFURVVLQJZHKDYHWKHIHHOLQJWKDWZH
are somewhere in the Mediterranean or in MacedoQLDDQGSDVWWKDWSRLQWWKHUHLVDVXGGHQFKDQJH
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2QWKHIHUU\WRWKH,URQ*DWHV

/HWōVWDONDERXWWKHWHDVHUIRUWKHWRSLVWKHUHDGDUN
secret that in the Djerdap National Park that could
destroy Serbia?
In 1948 Josip Broz Tito split with Stalin and YugoslaYLDWRRNLWVRZQZD\VHSDUDWHO\IURPWKH(DVWHUQ%ORF
%XWLWZDVMXVWWKHVWDUWRIDŏPLQL&ROGZDUŐEHWZHHQ
<XJRVODYLDDQG8665ZD\EHIRUH7KH&ROG:DU$QG
IRUWKHQH[WVHYHQ\HDUVWKHFRXQWU\H[SHFWHGDQDWtack from surrounding countries of the Eastern Bloc
that could happen at any moment (similarly to what
happened later to Czechoslovakia and Hungary).
That “mini Cold war” ended in 1955 when the new
president of USSR Nikita Hruschov visited Belgrade
DQGDSRORJL]HGIRU6WDOLQōVSROLWLFVWRZDUG<XJRVODYLD
and Tito.
How to protect a country from a possible attack by a
PXOWLSOHWLPHVVWURQJHULQYDGHU":HOODFFRUGLQJWRD
story that I heard many times (and usually from reliaEOHSHRSOH ZKLOHYLVLWLQJWKH'MHUGDSJRUJHDUHDLQ
WKHSDVWRQHRIWKHLGHDVZDVWRXVHWKHIDFWWKDWWKH
rugged area of the Iron gates consists of the limestone karst with a lot of caves and extremely deep
FUDFNV,Q.D]DQWKHPRVWQDUURZSDUWRIWKHJRUJH
ZKHUHWKHULYHULVRQO\PHWHUVZLGHWKHVHKXJH
FDYLWLHVFXWGHHSLQWRWKHFOLIIV7KHSODQZDVWRƓOOWKH
cavities on the Yugoslavian (nowadays Serbian) side
with thousands of tons of explosive and to detonate
them in case of an invasion. As a result of the exploVLRQ IRXU KXQGUHG PHWHU KLJK DQG FRXSOH NLORPHWHUVORQJFOLIIRI.D]DQZRXOGFROODSVHLQWRWKHULYHU
forming a gigantic dam that will block the Danube
and cause formation of a lake that would cover half
RI 6HUELD WKH SDUW RI<XJRVODYLD WKDW ZRXOG EH ƓUVW
in the way of the attackers from the East). It would
EORFNDSSURDFKWRWKHUHVWRIWKHFRXQWU\RIFRXUVH
DW D WUDJLF SULFH %XW WKH<XJRVODY PLOLWDU\ GRFWULQH
WKDWZDVEDVHGRQWKH6RYLHWRQHLQFRUSRUDWHGWKH
stand that civil loses are acceptable as long as they

7KH*ROXEDFIRUWUHVVLQWKHVXQVHW
help to protect the land. (One remnant of that past
is the fact that many military bases are positioned in
areas densely inhabited by civilians – that way they
are much harder to attack or to be precisely bombed
from the air.)
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Some even believe that the explosive is still there:
the entrances of cracks and caves were tightly sealed
with tons of concrete plugs and it would be almost
impossible to empty what is inside of them.

PERSINA NATURE PARK
The most ecological jail
in the world?
Persina NP was established at the end of 2000.
,W VSUHDGV RQ PXQLFLSDOLWLHV 1LNRSRO %HOHQH DQG
6YLVKWRYFRYHULQJDELWOHVVWKDQKD7KLVLQFOXGHV 3HUVLQ ,VODQG KHQFH WKH QDPH RI WKH 3DUN 
that is 15 km long and 6 km wide - the largest in Bulgaria and the fourth largest on the Danube. There is
a group of four islands in Nikopol area and another
one - the Danube Archpelago of Belene - with 19 islands (5 of them belong to Romania). There is some
kind of Micronesia there :)
The islands were proclaimed a Ramsar site in 2002.
DQGZLWKDQDUHDRIKDLWLVWKHELJJHVW5DPVDU
site in Bulgaria.
:LWKLQWKH3HUVLQD1DWXUH3DUNWKHUHDUHVHYHUDOSURWHFWHGDUHDVGHVLJQHGWRSURWHFWVLJQLƓFDQWHFRV\VWHPV ZLWKLQ LW PDLQO\ WKH ŴRRGHG IRUHVWV DORQJ WKH
river and the inland marshes).
7KHUHLVDYLVLWRUFHQWHULQ%HOHQHDQGWKDWōVZKHUH
I arrived one sunny morning on the last day of May.
Mrs. Daniela Karakasheva WKH 35 RI WKH 3DUN WRRN
me around the exhibition space.
ŏ7KH9LVLWRUV&HQWUHIRURXU3DUNZDVEXLOWLQDV
D SDUW RI D ELJ ZDWHU UHVWRUDWLRQ SURMHFW7KH DUFKLtecture of the building symbolically represents a ship
ashore and includes a special balcony on the second
ŴRRU WKDW UHYHDOV PDJQLƓFHQW YLHZV RI VRPH RI WKH
islands in the Belene Archipelago.”
“This facility hugely improved the quality of informaWLRQDO DQG SURPRWLRQDO DFWLYLWLHV SURYLGLQJ RSSRUtunity to host events and thematic exhibitions on all

7KH'PRGHORIWKH3HUVLQLVODQGLQWKH9LVLWRUV&HQWUH,WLVSRVVLEOHWRƓOOLWVFKDQQHOVZLWKZDWHUE\
RSHQLQJWLQ\YDOYHVDQGWRREVHUYHDQLPSDFWWKDWŴRRGPDNHVRQWKHLVODQG
OHYHOVLQFOXGLQJLQWHUQDWLRQDORQHV,WRIIHUVHQRXJK
space to present the Protected Area and its biodiverVLW\KLNLQJF\FOLQJDQGND\DNLQJURXWHVLQWKHDUHD
as well as general service tourist info.“
“More than thirty percent of Bulgaria is covered by
WKH1DWXUDDQGWKHHQWLUH3HUVLQD1DWXUH3DUNLV
under that regime according to the Habitat Directive.
$QG DFFRUGLQJ WR WKH %LUGV 'LUHFWLYH ZH KDYH IRXU
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different zones here. We try to present their values
WKURXJKRXUH[KLELWLRQHVSHFLDOO\EHFDXVHWKLVLVWKH
only nature park on the Bulgarian part of the Danube.”
ŏ6LJQLƓFDQWSDUWRIWKHFRQWHQWKDVG\QDPLFFKDUDFter and we regularly change it. At the moment we
KDYH FKLOGUHQōV GUDZLQJV IURP WKH ŏ)RUHVWU\ ZHHNŐ
competition. It is traditional and this year we got photos from all over Bulgaria.”

Mrs. Stela BozhinovaWKHGLUHFWRUDWWKH3DUNő%LUG
DQG)LVK([KLELWLRQLVKHOGLQRXU9LVLWRUV&HQWUHHDFK
\HDUDQGZHDOZD\VDGGQHZH[KLELWV9LVLWRUVFDQJHW
acquainted with specimens from the zones of the
Park that are otherwise accessible only by boat and/
гUZLWKDSSURSULDWHHTXLSPHQW
We hire specialized experts and designers to conFHSWXDOL]H H[KLELWLRQV 2WKHUZLVH LW LV W\SLFDO WKDW
after we explain what we would like to present and
after an architect makes a drawing according to how
KHXQGHUVWRRGXVWKHUHVXOWORRNVOLNHDKRWHOURRPŐ
,QWKHIXWXUHZHZDQWWRDGGVRXQGVWRRXUH[KLELWLRQVŐ
'DQLHODDQGWZRRIKHURIƓFHFROOHDJXHV DOVRODGLHV 
then took me to a bicycle tour on Persin Island. The
HQWUDQFHWRWKHLVODQGZDVQRWIDUŊLWLVQHFHVVDU\MXVW
to cross the Danube arm at the outskirts of Belene.
But things got quite wired when we approached the
riverbank: we had to stop in front of a high wall with
EDUEZLUH RQ WKH WRS ZLWK ZDWFKWRZHU DQG DUPHG
JXDUGV*DWHRSHQHGWKH\FDPHWRXVWRRNP\SDVVport and gave me instead of it a piece of paper with
my basic data that will serve as my “ausweiss” on the
LVODQG%HKLQGWKHJDWHWKHUHZDVWKHRQO\FRQQHFtion with the island: a narrow pontoon bridge. No
photos allowed at this part.
The reason for all this: at the western end of the island
there is a prison with several hundred inmates. Some
of them who behave well enough can go around doLQJHUUDQGVRUƓHOGZRUNV WKHUHDUHDSLJIDUPDQG
JDUGHQVWKDWEHORQJWRWKHSULVRQ %DVLFDOO\DQ\RQH
ZKRP \RX PHHW LQ WKH ƓHOGV RU RQ WKH RQO\ LVODQG
road is a prisoner. Radoslava 'DQLHODōV FROOHDJXH
ZLWKWKHW\SLFDOVKDUS%DONDQVHQVHRIKXPRUGLGQōW
miss a chance to comment after a truck full of inmates
overtook us on the dusty road: “Our staff visits the isODQGDOPRVWHYHU\GD\EXWZHXVXDOO\XVHRXUYHKLFOH
But today there is a great opportunity for these guys
WRHQMR\VHHLQJWKHWKUHHZRPHQRQELNHVŐ

7KHUHDUHWKUHHSURWHFWHGDUHDVRQ3HUVLQ
1. One Maintenance Reserve. Special activities that
KDYHFHUWDLQLPSDFWRQQDWXUHDUHDOORZHGWKHUH
EXWDOORWKHUKXPDQLQŴXHQFHLVIRUELGGHQ7KHUH
are four marshes in this zone.
2. The Protected area Persin
3. The Protected area Persin East.
,Q WKHVH WZR DUHDV QR KXPDQ DFWLYLWLHV DUH DOORZHG
except controlling the water level in channels.
After 5-6 kilometers we arrived at the place that my
hosts especially wanted to show me. It was near the
VKRUHRIDODUJHODNHDQGDKLJKZRRGHQREVHUYDWLRQ
tower in the large meadow was calling to explore the
views from above.

2EVHUYDWLRQGHVNRQWKHVKRUHRIWKH3HOLFDQVODNH
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,QWKHSDVWWKHDUHDDURXQGWKHWRZHUZDVRYHUJURZQ
with aggressive (and inevitable) Amorpha fruticosa.
%XWLWZDVFOHDQHGODVW\HDUWKURXJKDVDSLORWSURMHFW
DQG WKH UHVXOWV ZHUH JRRG VR WKLV DFWLYLW\ ZLOO FRQWLQXHRQRWKHU]RQHV7KHFOHDQLQJZDVGRQHE\ƓYH
ZRUNHUVZLWKDSDLURIWUDFWRUV%XWƓQGLQJSHRSOHIRU
WKLVMREZDVQRWDQHDV\WDVN7KHUHDUHRQO\DERXW
LQPDWHVZKRPRYHIUHHO\DURXQGWKHLVODQGDQGWKH\
ZLOOQRWZRUNIRUIUHH2WKHUVGRQōWOLNHWRZRUNKHUH
GXHWRPRVTXLWRHVDQGVQDNHVSOXVDSULVRQRQDQ
island is certainly not a strong work motivation.
The tower offered a beautiful discovery: at the far end
RIWKHODNH,FRXOGVHHDSODWIRUPWKDWZDVVHHPLQJly covered with a thick layer of snow. But that white
WKLQJZDVPRYLQJDELWLWZDVVKRZLQJVRPHZLQJV

Another success was the return of water to the island.
That was achieved in 2006 (one year before Bulgaria
MRLQHGWKH(8 LQWKHIUDPHRIRQHRIWKHODUJHVWUHVWRUDWLRQSURMHFWV:HWODQG5HVWRUDWLRQDQG3ROOXWLRQ
Reduction.

3HUVLQD1DWXUH3DUNRIƓFHVWDIILQWKHPLGGOHRI
WKH DUHD IUHHG IURP WKH RFXSDWLRQ RI $PRUSKD
IUXWLFRVD
KHUHDQGWKHUHDQGZDVREYLRXVO\HQMR\LQJVXQEDWKing far too much for an average snow entity. It was
then reasonable to accept the fact that I am looking
at the small colony of pelicans.
ŏ3HOLFDQVQRZDGD\VUHVWRQO\LQ6UHEDUQDODNHVRPH
170 km further downstream. But one large colony
DOVR H[LVWHG KHUH XQWLO  \HDUV DJR ZKHQ WKH HPbankment on Persin was built in order to develop agriculture on the island.
7HQ\HDUVDJRDVDQHIIRUWWRUHLQWURGXFHWKHPWRWKH
LVODQGZHVWDUWHGWREXLOGDUWLƓFLDOSODWIRUPVVLPLODU
to ones we saw on Lake Kerkini in Greece. There are
young pelicans on the lake now (these birds usually
mate after they are two years old). Six years after the
VWDUWRIWKHSURMHFWWKHUHZDVRQHSDLUDQGWKHUHDUH
 QHVWLQJ SDLUV DW SUHVHQW ZKLOH WKH WRWDO QXPEHU
of these birds (young and breeding ones) is around
ŐH[SODLQHG'DQLHOD

The quality of the Danube water in Belene is very
good and it belongs to class 2 - which means that the
ZDWHULVDOPRVWFRPSOHWHO\FOHDQ2QHZRXOGQōWVD\
LWE\ORRNLQJDWLWVFRORUEXWLWōVEHFDXVHRIWKHPXGdy bottom of the river. (Which is quite an astonishing
thing when having in mind the fecal pollution of the
'DQXEH ZDWHU LQ 6RXWKHDVW (XURSH PHQWLRQHG LQ
WKHSUHYLRXVVWRU\IURP'MHUGDS137KLVVHHPVWREH
a manifestation of an amazing self-cleaning power
WKDWWKH'DQXEHSRVVHVVHVWKHSRZHUWKDWLVPXFK
stronger then we deserve. )
The story of the island as an isolation zone actually
has a much darker history that dates from the comPXQLVWSDVWDIWHU::,,ZKHQLWZDVXVHGDVDFRQcentration camp for political enemies (and those who
MXVWKDGWKHEDGOXFNWREHFODVVLƓHGDVVXFK *RLQJ
IXUWKHULQWRWKHHDVWHUQSDUWRIWKHLVODQGZHUHDFKHG
a place that was still radiating strong atmosphere of
suffering. A wooden arch at the entrance with the
FUHHS\ LQVFULSWLRQ ő<HV ŌPDQō VRXQGV SURXGO\ŏ D
monument to all those who died from diseases or
PDOQXWULWLRQRUZHUHVLPSO\H[HFXWHGFRUULGRUVDQG
rooms of dilapidated buildings covered with countless posters showing the life of prisoners.
:HKDGDQRWKHUF\FOLQJWRXUQH[WPRUQLQJWKLVWLPH
to Kaikusha Protected Site. The name derives from
7XUNLVKQDPHIRUDVRUWRIƓVKDQGLWLVDPDUVKWKDW
remained after the draining of Svishtov-Belene lowODQGV7KHPDUVKLVYHU\LPSRUWDQWVSDFHIRUKHURQV
ducks and storks.
7KLV ELNLQJ URXWH LV LQFOXGHG LQ WKH RIƓFLDO WRXULVW
content for visitors and leads to the southern part of
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%DFNWR%HOHQHŊRQHPRUHFKDQFHWRHQMR\EHDXWLIXOODQGVFDSHRIWKHPDUVK
the Park. For those who come to Belene without their
RZQWZRZKHHOVWKHUHLVDELF\FOHUHQWDOVWDWLRQLQWKH
IURQWRIWKH0XQLFLSDOLW\EXLOGLQJZLWKWKUHHHOHFWULF
bicycles and a charging station. This equipment was
SURYLGHGWKURXJKWKH/(1$SURMHFWWZRPRQWKVDJR
Kaikusha agriculture is mainly focused on growing
FRUQ ZKLFK LV QRW JRRG EHFDXVH WKH VRLO LV WUHDWHG
the same way every year. There is also a negative imSDFWRIIHUWLOL]HUVEXWOHJDOUHJXODWLRQVXQIRUWXQDWHO\
GHƓQHRWKHULQVWLWXWLRQVWRFRQWUROLWQRWWKH3DUN
In the autumn of 2011 under Green Borders Life+
SURMHFWWKH3DUN'LUHFWRUDWHKDGVWDUWHGDFWLYLWLHVWR
restore the water regime of the Kaikusha marsh (the
second wetland in the Park to be restored) and to
build basic infrastructure for visitors. Kaikusha is also
FKDUDFWHUL]HG E\ D ORW RI XQGHUJURXQG ZDWHU DQG
wells are sometimes only 2-3m deep.
After WW II the land was property of a large agriculWXUDO FRPELQH DQG DIWHU WKDW WKH SULYDWL]DWLRQ SURduced many owners with small properties. In the
HQGWKHELJPRQH\HQWHUHGWKHJDPHDQGWRGD\WKe

ODQGEHORQJVWRMXVWVHYHUDORZQHUV)RXURIWKHPDUH
ELJ EXVLQHVVPDQ LQFOXGLQJ WKH ELJJHVW ODQGRZQHU
in Bulgaria. They use industrial irrigation systems and
ZDWHU IURP WKH 'DQXEH DQG GRQōW QHHG ZDWHU IURP
old channels.
ő7KDW LV ZK\ WKH\ GLGQōW FDUH PXFK ZKHQ ZH ZHUH
VWDUWHG WR FOHDQ WKH FDQDOVŐ VD\V 'DQLHOD ŏ7KHUH LV
one canal water regulation station here and it is used
VHYHUDO WLPHV D \HDU PDLQO\ LQ VSULQJ DQG DXWXPQ
:HKDYHDPDQXDOZLWKLQVWUXFWLRQVZKHQWRGRLWGHpending on the water level that we are monitoring.”
$WWKHHQGRIWKHF\FOLQJURXWHZHIROORZHGDVKRUW
eco-trail that took us to the observation tower in
WKHKHDUWRIWKHPDUVK9LVLWRUVFDQVHHKHUHW\SLFDO
marsh vegetation and many waterfowls. There are
DOVR MDFNDOV KHUH ZKR VRPHWLPHV HYHQ HQWHU DQG
live in Belene (I could hear them in the night from my
room in a riverside pension at the edge of the town).
/DVW\HDUWKURXJKVHYHUDODFWLRQVDQGZLWKWKHKHOS
RIORFDOVDQGFKLOGUHQDORWRISODVWLFERWWOHVZHUHUHmoved from the bush along the trail.
“There were many vineyards around in the past but
the vine is nowadays grown only in home yards. The
reason is that the State does not help the growers –
WKDWLVLWGRHVQRWJXDUDQWHHWKHVDIHW\RIWKHFURS
The winemakers would have to secure the property
WKHPVHOYHV DJDLQVW QDWXUDO GLVDVWHUVŐ H[SODLQHG 5Ddoslava.
$QGZKLOHZHZHUHFKLWFKDWWLQJVKHWROGPHVRPHthing I never heard before: “Did you know that
FKXUFKEHOOVFDQSUHYHQWKDLO",QWKHSDVWZKHQHYHU
these dangerous black and white clouds were spotWHG WKH EHOOV ZRXOG EHJLQ WR ULQJ DQG WKH VRXQG
would break the clouds. This system is less powerful
QRZKHUHDVWKHEHOOVDUHQRWXVHGDQ\PRUHLQRXU
Catholic church.”

%DFNLQWKH9LVLWRUV&HQWHU,WDONHGZLWK6WHOD%R]KLnova about some interesting legal and administrative stuff:

search and nature conservation purposes. The point
LV WKDW WKH 3DUN LV ƓQDQFHG IURP WKH VWDWH EXGJHWř
and it is getting smaller every year.”

“This is what makes us different: there are eleven
QDWXUHSDUNVLQ%XOJDULDEXWWKLVLVWKHRQO\ZHWODQG
park.
,QRXUFRXQWU\WKHGLIIHUHQFHEHWZHHQQDWLRQDOSDUN
and nature park is that the owner of a national park
JURXQGLVH[FOXVLYHO\WKH6WDWHZKLOHQDWXUHSDUNFDQ
contain mixed State and private property.
National parks in Bulgaria exist only in mountains like
5LOD 3LULQ DQG 6WDUD SODQLQD 7KH\ ZHUH HVWDEOLVKHG
in 1996 and many laws have changed since then
(the only category that existed before that was the
ŏ1DWLRQDO3DUNŐ GHFODULQJWKDWWKHVHSDUNVZHUHWKH
property of the State. An example of a mixed propHUW\ LV WKH 1DWXUH 3DUN RQ 9LWRVKD PRXQWDLQ DERYH
6RƓD

:KHQ LW FRPHV WR EHQHƓWV RI WKH '$18%(SDUNV&211(&7('SURMHFW6WHODZDQWHGWRSRLQWRXWWKLV
ŏ:HGLGQōWNQRZKRZWRDUWLFXODWHRXUFRQFHSWDQG
abilities - and then we have found a family along the
Danube. We adopted many ideas and solutions that
for years have existed elsewhere.”
Then Daniela gave me probably the most beautiful
DQGHPRWLRQDOGHƓQLWLRQRIWKHSURMHFWVXFFHVVWKDW
I heard on the whole trip: “Along the Danube, you
come across different places, cultures, languages… and you can see the difference in the degree
of material development and wealth. But through
the DANUBEparksCONNECTED we in Persina were
encouraged to see, to become truly aware, of a dif-

Our protection system looks like this:
1. 1DWXUDOPRQXPHQWŊKDVWKHORZHVWOHYHOPDUNHG
only with stickers and info tags.
2. 3URWHFWHG $UHD Ŋ VRPH DFWLYLWLHV DUH SURKLELWHG
protects especially valuable plants and birds; the
UXOHVRIEHKDYLRUDUHGHƓQHGE\VFLHQWLVWV
3. Managed Reserve - biodiversity related activities
are permitted.
4. 5HVHUYHŊWKHKLJKHVWOHYHORISURWHFWLRQQRKXman activities are allowed. Our “Persinski blata
“ (“Persin marches”) are an example of that: the
only thing we did there was to return water to the
area and to build platforms for pelicans. That reTXLUHGDSHUPLWIURPWKH0LQLVWU\RI$JULFXOWXUH
and the Ministry of Ecology was responsible for
declaring the special status of the area.
We are not registered for commercial activities and
therefore can not arrange paid tours like a tourist orJDQL]DWLRQ:HDOVRGRKDYHDERDWEXWRQO\IRUUH84

'LVFUHHW HFRQRPLFDO DQG HIƓFLHQW WKLV SODVWLF
JULGDWWKHEDVHRIWKH(FRWUDLOVKDSHVDQGVWDELOL]HVWKHSDWK $OWKRXJK,ZRXOGH[SHULPHQWDELW
ZLWKVRPHFKHHN\FRORUVřIRUH[DPSOHOLJKWEOXH
RU\HOORZ2UQRW

ferent kind of fortune that we have here: nature. We
thought that we were a just a green zone in a poor
country, but other partners told us – no! you are rich
and you are beautiful!”
Stela is surely the one who knows the best about obVWDFOHVWREHRYHUFRPHGXULQJSURMHFWZRUNŏ:KLOH
,YLVLWHGDOOSDUWQHUVH[FHSW3DVVDX,FDQVD\WKDWLWLV
not simple for us to go on business trips. There are
internal rules and if we want to go abroad we need a
permit from a commissioner in our Forestry Agency.
And the answer from that side is sometimes negative.
7KHV\VWHPLVYHU\VSHFLƓFLQRWKHUZD\VWRR:KHQ
ZH HQJDJH LQ D SURMHFW DQG SHUIRUP UHODWHG DFWLYLWLHVWKHƓQDQFLDOIXQGVWKDWDUHGLUHFWHGWRXVJRƓUVW
WRWKH0LQLVWU\ZKLFKWKHQIRUZDUGVWKHPWRXV%XW
these transfers are sometimes several months late.
There is also a restriction on hiring staff. And even if
ZHKDYHVSDFHWRGRWKDWLWLVRIWHQQRWHDV\WRƓQG
a specialist who would be ready to come to Belene.
)RUH[DPSOHLIZHKDYHDSXEOLFSURFXUHPHQWXQGHU
Bulgarian law we are obliged to have an attorney. But
DWWRUQH\VGRQRWZDQWWRSHUPDQHQWO\OLYHKHUHWKH\
want to visit us only when necessary.
(DUQLQJVLQWKLVEUDQFKRIJRYHUQPHQWMREVDUHORZ
DQG ƓQDQFLDO PRWLYDWLRQ LV DSSURSULDWH WR WKDW IDFW
:KHQSDUWLFLSDWLQJLQDSURMHFWZHGRQRWDXWRPDWLcally get extra earnings for the additional work. Such
DQDOORZDQFHPXVWEHDSSURYHGE\WKH0LQLVWU\EXW
they somehow do it mainly for their employees and
QRW IRU XV ŏRXWVLGHUV 8QWLO  ZH FRXOG KDYH D
WKVDODU\EXWWKLVLVQRORQJHUWKHFDVH
The director of the Park can allocate money in the
SURMHFW%HIRUHZHVWDUWZHVHQGDSODQWRWKH0LQLVWU\DQGWKH\GHFLGHZKHWKHUWRJRLQWRWKDWSURMHFW
VKRXOGZHFXWGRZQVRPHDFWLYLWLHVDQGWKHOLNH%XW
ZKHQDFRQWUDFWLVVLJQHGDQGWKHSURMHFWVWDUWVWKH\
XVXDOO\GRQōWLQWHUIHUHPXFKŐ

Do you have volunteers?
ő<HV,DPRQHRIWKHPŏHQWHUVWKHFRQYHUVDWLRQ9DVLOWKHSDUNUDQJHUDQGDPHPEHURIWKHRIƓFHVWDII
„And all my colleagues here are volunteers too. How
LVWKDW"0\VDODU\LV(85SHUPRQWKWKDWLVZK\,
am practically a volunteer.“
%XWZKLOHWKHƓQDQFLDOPRWLYDWLRQLVQRWJUHDWWKHUH
DUHRWKHUUHDVRQVWREHVDWLVƓHGDQGSURXG'DQLHOD
VD\Vŏ7RPHZHKDYHWZRQLFHDFKLHYHPHQWVKHUH
First one is the maintenance of the wetland. We regLVWHUDFRQVWDQWLQFUHDVHLQWKHQXPEHURIELUGV\HDU
by year. Second: the successful education of young
people is our big inspiration. We started when kids
from this region were really little and we see that
QRZ ZKHQ WKH\ DUH ROGHU WKH\ XQGHUVWDQG WKLQJV
ZHOO7KH\ XVHG WR DVN ŌZK\ GR ZH KDYH WR SURWHFW
QDWXUH"ō EXW QRZ WKH\ VD\ Ō WKH QDWXUH SURWHFWLRQ LV
JRRGIRUKXPDQKHDOWKDQGLIZHSURWHFWWKHQDWXUH
we also live in harmony with our human nature ‘. “
Stela wants to stress this good results:
• “First: the experience we have gained. We have
milestones and I have a clear picture in my mind
RIZKHUHZHVKRXOGJRZKDWZHZDQWWRDFKLHYH
LQ\HDUVIURPQRZ7KXVZHFDQSODQRXU
activities better.
• Second: for many years the Danube was boundary and people were not used to see it as more
WKDQ D VRXUFH RI ƓVK  %XW WRGD\ LW LV D ERQG
people are aware of it and people are more open
to this chance.”
$VDWUDYHOHUDORQJWKH'DQXEH,FDQDGGIURPP\
side that the urbanism of cities along this part of the
ULYHULVDOVRDSURRIRIWKLVLQWKHFRPPXQLVWSDVWWKH
banks of these cities were in most cases used to build
industrial zones instead of promenades.
85

The last question to Stela was about cooperation
with local people:
“There are many different administrations that overODSZLWKRXUVIRUHVWU\DQGHQYLURQPHQWDOLQVWLWXWLRQV
WKH SULVRQ RQ WKH LVODQG HWF &RQWDFW EHWZHHQ WKH
local people and the Park is not satisfactory: they
do not feel that we have enough power to sanction
their violations of the Park rules. They come to us
RQO\ZKHQWKH\QHHGKHOSDQGKDYHQRDZDUHQHVVRI
what they should respect.
3UREOHPV DUH VRPHWLPHV FUHDWHG E\ ƓVKHUPHQ RU
IDUPHUV6RPHƓVKHUPHQGRQRWOLNHRXUUHVWULFWLRQV
EXW SURIHVVLRQDO ƓVKLQJ LV QRW SURƓWDEOH WRGD\ DQG
they do it only in their spare time anyway. Some hunters do not like when we open sluices and increase
water level in the canals. They understand that wetODQGLVJRRGIRUƓVKDQGWKHUHIRUHIRUWKHPWKH\XQderstand that more water means more wild boars too
EXWWKH\ZRXOGOLNHWKHJURXQGWREHGU\MXVWZKHQ
WKH\OLNHLWWREHLQWKHDXWXPQIRUH[DPSOHŐ

Kalimok–Brashlen Protected
Area - Including a Danube
under the Danube…
The Protected Area Kalimok-Braslen is the largest
SURWHFWHGDUHDLQ%XOJDULDFRYHULQJKHFWDUHV
between Babovo and Tutrakan and including eight
islands. It might be as well the most valuable natural
WUHDVXUHLQ%XOJDULDEXWVXUHO\VLWVRQWKHWRSOLVW
RIWKHFRXQWU\ōVPRVWUHSUHVHQWDWLYHDUHDV
,WZDVGHFODUHGLQXQGHUWKHVXSHUYLVLRQRIWKH
Regional Inspectorate for Environment and Water in
Ruse and the Forest Inspection in Ruse. Main reasons
for protection were to preserve the diversity of ecoV\VWHPV DQG ODQGVFDSHV QDWXUDO ZHWODQG FRDVWDO
and riparian forests) and to conserve habitats of rare
DQG SURWHFWHG ELUGV SODQWV DQG DQLPDOV 7KHUH DUH
 VSHFLHV RI DTXDWLF SODQWV LQ WKH 3$  VSHFLHV
RIPRVVHVVSHFLHVRIPXVKURRPVVSHFLHVRI
higher plants…
The most valuable assets of Kalimok-Braslen PA are
ELUGV HVSHFLDOO\ SHOLFDQV FRUPRUDQWV DQG KHURQV
There are 240 bird species (130 of them nest here).
I passed a good part of the PA while riding along
the lonely Danube embankment from Ryahovo to
Barshlen. And I was told to look for the Tourist Info
&HQWHULQ%UDVOHQEXWLWZDVIDUIURPZKDW,H[SHFWHGLQVWHDGRIVRPHNLQGRIRIƓFHVRPHZKHUHLQWKH
FHQWHURIWKHYLOODJHWKHUHZDVDWLQ\QLFHSLQHIRUHVW
DWLWVRXWVNLUWERUGHULQJWKHPDLQURDG5XVHŊ6LOLVWUD
,VWRSSHGLQWKHPLGGOHRILWLQIURQWRIDODUJHEXLOGing which architecture unmistakably pointed to the
style of the 1970s or 1980s. But it was nicely blended
ZLWKWKHDPELDQFHDQGREYLRXVO\UHFHQWO\UHQRYDWHG
and there was even a swimming pool in its pleasant
garden. That is where I was greeted by Mr. Dimcho
3HWURYWKH0D\RURI%UDVOHQ

7RZDUGV%UDVOHQř5LGLQJWKHGDPLQWKH3URWHFWHG$UHD
“Our Tourist Info CenterZDVRSHQHGLQLQWKH
building of a former kindergarten which was renovatHGDQGDGDSWHGWKURXJKWKHSURMHFWŌ/RFDO,QLWLDWLYH
)LVKHU\ *URXSVō 7KH SURMHFW ZDV H[HFXWHG WKURXJK
DMRLQWSDUWQHUVKLSRIWKUHHQHLJKERULQJPXQLFLSDOLWLHV7XWUDNDQ6OLYR3ROMHDQG*ODYQLQLFDŊZLWKRYHU
(XURILQYHVWPHQWVIURP(8IXQGV

:H HQWHUHG WKH PHHWLQJ URRP DQG MRLQHG D JURXS
RIPHGLDUHSUHVHQWDWLYHVVWDNHKROGHUVDQGORFDOHQWKXVLDVWV DQG , PHW P\ RWKHU KRVWV LQ WKH 3$ Mrs.
Emilia Petkova DQH[WHUQDOH[SHUWWRWKHSURMHFW DQG
Mr. Milko Berberov (a forestry engineer and Chairperson of the Managing Board of the Friends Club of
Russenski Lom).

%XWWKLVLVPXFKPRUHWKDQMXVWDSODLQLQIRFHQWHULW
offers accommodation in 40 beds and is designed as
a green school for primary school children. Braslen
was chosen because it is located in the Protected
$UHDZKLFKZDVSURFODLPHGLQWKHVŐ

„The Directorate of Nature Park Russenski Lom was
HVWDEOLVKHG WZHQW\ \HDUV DJRŐ VDLG (PLOLD ŏ$V HPSOR\HHVRIWKH'LUHFWRUDWHDWWKDWWLPHZHFDPHXS
with the idea of founding the Club of Friends of the
Park. It allowed us to bring together enthusiasts and
stakeholders of the region and to focus their efforts
in order to help the Park to achieve its goals.”
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farmers and their visits to Ruse did not help – the time
was lost and then it was simply too late.
We anyway want to continue with the reforestation
SURMHFWEXWZLOOQHHGDQ(8DVVLVWDQFHIRUWKDWŐ

The Club later widened its activities to the KalimokBraslen PA and immediately responded to possiELOLWLHV RIIHUHG E\ WKH SURMHFW '$18%(SDUNV&211(&7('DIWHUMRLQLQJLWVLQWHUQDWLRQDOWHDP2XUNH\
reason to become partners was an effort to reintroduce black poplars in the PA.
7KHWHUUDLQWKDWZHDUHLQWHUHVWHGLQZDVDWƓUVWFRYered by forest and then became an agricultural area.
:HDUHWU\LQJQRZWRUHVWRUHWKHIRUHVWEXWLWGRHVQōW
go without problems and delays. Last spring there
was a failure in a pumping station (almost 70 years
ROG WKDWGUDLQVZDWHUIURPWKHƓHOGVRI5\DKRYRDQG
%DUVOHQDQGWKDWFDXVHGDŴRRGRQDQDUHDRI
ha. Local farmers lost one harvest and breached their
EU contracts without their fault. (Some of them also
KDGWRSD\ƓQHVWRDVWDWHIXQGŏ=HPHGHOLHŐEHFDXVH
WKH\GLGQōWSODQWƓHOGVDVWKH\ZHUHREOLJHGE\WKH
rules of the fund.) And we missed springtime and
KDGDGHOD\LQRXUUHIRUHVWDWLRQSODQDVWKHEHVWWLPH
to try it again will be only next year.
The story of broken pumps is characteristic for the
state bureaucracy: a state-owned company sent info
DERXW WKH SUREOHP WR WKH 0LQLVWU\ RI (QYLURQPHQW
but received a response saying that the repair works
in the pumping station were not possible because
it was located in the protected area. The protests of

WRUVSHURQHSROH $QGZHDUHMXVWDERXWWRPRXQW
next set in Kalimok. Use of protectors brings a clear
EHQHƓWWRHOHFWULFLW\VXSSO\RSHUDWRUVDVZHOODVWKH\
prevent network incidents caused when birds come
in contact with conductors on the poles.”

“Another activity that we are devoted to is to provide
SURWHFWRUV LH LQVXODWRUV IRU WKH HOHFWULF QHWZRUN
SROHVLQWKHDUHDLQRUGHUWRSURWHFWELUGVIURPEHing killed by an electric shock when hitting the poles.
Our experience with that problem was actually our
original contribution to the DANUBEparksCON1(&7('SURMHFWWKHSDUWQHUVZHUHDWƓUVWXQDZDUH
RIWKLVGLPHQVLRQDQGZHUHQōWWRWDOO\FRQYLQFHGWKDW
our measures were needed. But it changed after German experts were consulted and statistical data conƓUPHGWKHRFFXUUHQFH
The brochure “Suggested Practices for Bird Protection on Power Lines” by Bundesministerium fur
8PZHOW 1DWXUVFKXW] XQG 5HDNWRUVLFKHUKHLW VWDWHV
ŏ%LUGV IUHTXHQWO\ FDWFK ƓUH DQG EXUQ OLNH WRUFKHV
When they drop to the ground they are likely to set
RIIUDYDJLQJZLOGƓUHV(OHFWULFXWLOLW\FRPSDQLHVPD\
IDFH FKDUJHV IRU GDPDJHV FDXVHG E\ ZLOGƓUHV ZLWK
claims for high compensation.
White storks are especially in danger of being killed
E\WKHHOHFWULFŴRZWKURXJKWKHLUERGLHVEHFDXVHRI
WKHLUKDELWWRURRVWRQSRZHUSROHVZKLOHPLJUDWLQJ
combined with their extremely long wings that can
HDVLO\EULGJHWKHVWDQGDUGLQVXODWRUV%XWRWKHUELUGV
LQFOXGLQJVPDOOHURQHVDUHLQGDQJHUWRR
We have invited all experts with experience in elecWULFLW\ SURWHFWLRQ WR D QDWLRQDO PHHWLQJ LQ RUGHU WR
expand public awareness and to spread the info
DERXWWKHSUREOHP7KHƓUVWVHWRISURWHFWRUVPDQXIDFWXUHGLQ)LQODQGZDVDSSOLHGLQLQQHLJKERUing villages Ivanovo and Koshov. We mounted 300
pieces on 100 electric poles (there are three protec87

7KH SROH ZLWK PRXQWHG SURWHFWRUV 3KRWR IURP
WKHSUHVHQWDWLRQő([SHULPHQWLQ335XVHQVNLORP
E\LQJ7VRQND&KULVWRYD
7KH3URWHFWHG$UHDLVDOVRD1DWXUD]RQHZKLFK
dictates certain behavior: no development is allowed
and everything must remain as it was. It is not possible to apply even measures that would slightly disWRUWWKHVWDWHRIWKHORFDOQDWXUHIRUH[DPSOHWREXLOG
D URFN FOLPELQJ WUDLOV :HOO WKDW LV WKH WKHRU\ř 'R
WKH UXOHV RI 1DWXUD  VSHFLƓFDOO\ PHQWLRQ PRQVWHU WUXFNV DQG RIIURDG UDFLQJ PDFKLQHV" 1R" 6R
OHWōV PDNH D  NP ORQJ UDFLQJ FRXUVH RQ WKH YHU\
HGJHRIWKH1DWXUD]RQHLQWKHYLFLQLW\RIWKH
village Sredna Kula and near the Danube and Ruse.
$QGOHWōVRUJDQL]HWKHUHDWOHDVWRQHELJHYHQWHDFK
year. It happened only once that the guys who had
WKDWLGHDQRWLƓHG PLVWDNHQO\ WKH&OXEDQGHYHQVHQW
to them a map of the event. Emilia and Milko at that
WLPHZHUHVWLOOZRUNLQJLQWKH3DUNōV'LUHFWRUDWHDQG
could rely on its authority to stop the race.

:KHQZHVSHDNRISUREOHPVRQHWKLQJWRPHQWLRQ
LVJURXQGZDWHU7KHUHZDVD:RUOG%DQNSURMHFWWKDW
sought to bring more water into the area by cutting
the Danube embankment. It was achieved through
VXESURMHFWV ZKLFKDOVROHGWRWKHFUHDWLRQRIWKH
%HOHQH3HUVLQD 3URWHFWHG $UHD  EXW ORFDO IDUPHUV
and hunters were not delighted to see that since that
time water levels were regulated by the Nature Park
Directorate (like on Persin island).
Other problems include initiatives and lobbying to
build cumbersome renewable energy sources in the
'DQXEHZDWHUVDVZHOODV VRPHWLPHV SHRSOHZKR
seem unwilling to accept a simple fact that it is not
allowed to build a house in a Nature Park. There also
those who erect fences around their properties to
SURWHFWWKHPIURPGHHUDQGRWKHUZLOGJDPHZKLFK
is also strictly prohibited in Nature Parks.
ő,Q WKH SDVW WKH 1DWXUH 3DUNV LQ %XOJDULD ZHUH FRQnected into a strong family with good internal coRSHUDWLRQ %XW VRPH ƓYH \HDUV DJR ELJ LQYHVWRUV
pounced on all types of eco-organizations who were
DKLQGUDQFHWRWKHLUDPELWLRQVODEHOLQJWKHLUQHWZRUN
DVőЗKH*UHHQ2FWRSXVŏ7KHFDPSDLJQLQWKHPHGLD
was strong and promoted an image of NGOs as hotbeds of corruption.
,WLVWKHUHIRUHTXLWHGLIƓFXOWQRZWRZRUNLQWKHHQYLURQPHQWDOƓHOGDVZHDUHVHHQDVŏEDGJX\VŐ%XWZH
KDYH WUXVW LQ WKH (8 ZKLFK UHFRJQL]HV FDXVHV DQG
consequences and constantly pressures our GovHUQPHQW WR GR WKHLU MRE ,W ORRNV OLNH Ō\RX VDLG \RX
ZRXOG GR WKLV DQG \RX SURPLVHG WKDW \RX ZLOO GR
WKDWZKDWLVJRLQJRQZLWKWKLVDQGZKDWLVJRLQJ
RQZLWKWKDW"ō Ő
%DFNWRWKH'$18%(SDUNV&211(&7('(PLOLDPHQWLRQHGWKDWWKHSURMHFWDFWLYLWLHVJDYHKHUFKDQFHWR
visit Hainburg and Haus am Strom. She would like to
VHH9LVLWRUV&HQWHURIWKH1DWLRQDO3DUN'RQDX$XHQ
as there is an ambition to have something like that in
Barslen.

paved embankment road and leaving tracks in the
ŴRRGSODLQWKDWDUHVRPHWLPHVGHHSXSWRWKHZDLVW
This happens because it is possible for private comSDQLHVWROHDVHWKHDUHDIURPWKHVWDWHDQGWKHQWR
exploit the timber there.”
But while waiting for changes in the bureaucratic labyrinth Dimcho does not lose his enthusiasm for TourLVP GHYHORSPHQW HVSHFLDOO\ WKH RUJDQL]HG W\SH RI
tourism:

0U'LPFKR3HWURY0D\RURI%UDVOHQ
,ZHQWEDFNWR'LPFKR3HWURYDQLQWHUHVWLQJSHUVRQ
KLPVHOI+HOHIWKLVFDUHHUDVD79SHUVRQDOLW\LQ5XVH
DQG DQ DXWKRU RI GRFXPHQWDU\ ƓOPV , UHFRPPHQG
the Rock monasteries of Bulgaria) in order to beFRPH 0D\RU RI %UDVOHQ MXVW OLNH KLV JUHDWJUDQGIDther Lazar who performed the same duty in 1911.
“Our main problem here is that the wetlands along
the river are owned by a state-owned irrigation comSDQ\ 7KH PXQLFLSDOLW\ RI 6OLYR 3ROMH KDV  SRSXODWHG SODFHV DQG  NP RI 'DQXEH FRDVW DQG ZH
ZDQWWRGHYHORSULYHUDQGƓVKLQJWRXULVPLQRUGHUWR
DWWUDFWJXHVWV%XWZHGRQRWKDYHDQ\LQŴXHQFHRQ
WKHVWDWHDSSHDUDQFHDQGFRQWHQWVRQWKH'DQXEH
EDQN7KHLQIUDVWUXFWXUHLVDPDMRUSUREOHPDJRRG
quality road along the embankment is the basis for
the development of these two types of tourism.
Another example of an unbelievable state of affairs
LVWKLVŏ3URWHFWHG$UHDŐPHDQVDPRQJRWKHUWKLQJV
WKDWIRUHVWU\ZRUNVGUDLQDJHDQGGLVWXUEDQFHRIWKH
ZDWHUUHJLPHDVZHOODVWKHFRQYHUVLRQRIPHDGRZV
and pastures into arable land - are all prohibited.
%XWWKHUHLVKHDY\PDFKLQHU\RIDSULYDWHƓUPWKDWLV
ZRUNLQJ LQ RXU ŴRRGSODLQ ULJKW QRZ GHVWUR\LQJ WKH
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“Since 2016 we regularly have scouts from the cities
RI 5XVH 9DUQD 3OHYHQ DQG 6FKXPHQ /DVW \HDU ZH
HYHQKDGDJURXSIURP%HOJLXPLQDFDPSRUJDQL]HG
in front of the Center (only their doctors stayed in the
accommodation). They came here on the invitation
from our domestic guests - scouts who were very satLVƓHGZLWKWKHLUSUHYLRXVH[SHULHQFHKHUHŐ
“Our typical camp lasts 10 days and during that time
SDUWLFLSDQWVJRWRWKH'DQXEHRQND\DNWRXUVOHDUQ
survival skills in nature and get acquainted with the
YDOXHVRIWKHUHJLRQLWVELUGVSODQWVDQGƓVK*URXSV
have 40-100 people and come in June and July.
We have another tourist event in August: it is one-day
(happens on Saturdays) Fish Festival that attracts as
PXFKDVYLVLWRUVIURP%XOJDULD5RPDQLD&]HFK
5HSXEOLFDQG&URDWLD7KHUHDUHFRPSHWLWLRQVIRUWKH
EHVWƓVKVWHZEDNHGƓVKDQGKRPHPDGHEUDQG\DV
ZHOODVIRUWKHIDVWHVWFOHDQLQJRIƓVK
As of 2018 we also have art colonies and one of them
GHDOV VSHFLƓFDOO\ ZLWK JUDSKLFV  WKH DXWKRUV ZHUH
from Bulgaria and Romania. The theme is appropriDWHQDWXUH$QGZRUNVUHPDLQLQRXUYLOODJHJDOOHU\
accommodated in the Center.
2II FRXUVH F\FOH WRXULVWV FDQ DOVR FDPS RU XVH RXU
accommodation capacities. We plan to offer ten rental bikes in the village as well.”

$V'LPFKRH[SODLQHGWRPHWRWKHHDVWRIWKHYLOODJH
LQ WKH GLUHFWLRQ RI 1RYD ÎHUQD  WKHUH ZHUH DEDQGRQHG ƓVK SRQGV %XW DIWHU RSHQLQJ WKH HPEDQNPHQW LQ WKUHH SODFHV GXULQJ PHQWLRQHG SURMHFWV LQ
WKHSRQGVDUHDJDLQLQXVHDVWKH\ƓOOXS
when the water level in the Danube is high. (When
WKH 'DQXEH LV ORZ WKH VOXLFHV JHW FORVHG 7KH ƓVK
are breed and then released into the Danube.
ŏ7XWUDNDQ LV D WLQ\ EXW IDPRXV ƓVKLQJ WRZQ %XW EHIRUHDQGDIWHU::,,WKH\REWDLQHGPRVWRIWKHƓVK
IURPZHWODQGDIWHU::,,WKLVZDVMXVWUDLVHGWRDVHULRXV LQGXVWULDO OHYHO 3URGXFWLRQ KRZHYHU VWRSSHG
in the late 1980s and early 1990s. (Bulgaria previousO\KDGHYHQODUJHYHVVHOVIRUVHDƓVKLQJWKH\DUHDOO
JRQH QRZ EHFDXVH WKH QHHG IRU ƓVK VRPHKRZ KDV
decreased.)
,Q WKH V DQG V 5XVVLDQV EXLOW WKH ODUJHVW
pumping station in Bulgaria (perhaps even all over
the Balkans) between Ryahovo and Barshlen (and
QDPHGLWŏ6WDOLQŐ WRSURYLGHDJULFXOWXUDOLUULJDWLRQWR
the area. But its electric motors consume a lot of electricity and hence it would be too expensive today to
LUULJDWHƓHOGVZLWKWKH'DQXEHZDWHUWKHVROXWLRQLV
to use groundwater for that purpose. Research has
shown a fascinating thing: at a depth of 100-120m
there is a complete underground river that has no
connection with the Danube.”
$V'LPFKRH[SODLQHGWRPHWRWKHHDVWRIWKHYLOODJH
LQWKHGLUHFWLRQRI1RYDÎHUQD WKHUHDUHDEDQGRQHG
ƓVK SRQGV %XW DIWHU RSHQLQJ WKH HPEDQNPHQW LQ
WKUHH SODFHV GXULQJ EHIRUH PHQWLRQHG SURMHFWV LQ
 WKH SRQGV DUH DJDLQ LQ XVH DV WKH\ ƓOO
up when the water in the Danube is high. (When the
'DQXEHOHYHOLVORZWKHVOXLFHVJHWFORVHG 7KHƓVK
are breed and then released into the Danube.
ŏ7XWUDNDQ LV D WLQ\ EXW IDPRXV ƓVKLQJ WRZQ %XW EHIRUHDQGDIWHU::,,WKH\REWDLQHGPRVWRIWKHƓVK
IURPZHWODQGWKLVZDVMXVWUDLVHGWRDQLQGXVWULDOOHY-

,QWKHPHDQWLPHřWKHVXQVHWLQWKH.DOLPRN%UDVOHQVW\OH
HODIWHU::,,3URGXFWLRQKRZHYHUVWRSSHGLQWKH
late 1980s and early 1990s. (Bulgaria previously also
KDG ODUJH YHVVHOV IRU VHD ƓVKLQJ  WKH\ DUH DOO JRQH
EHFDXVHVRPHKRZWKHQHHGIRUƓVKKDVGHFUHDVHG
,Q WKH V DQG V 5XVVLDQV EXLOW WKH ODUJHVW
pumping station in Bulgaria (perhaps all over the
Balkans - and named it “Stalin”) between Ryahovo
DQG%DUVKOHQWRSURYLGHDJULFXOWXUDOLUULJDWLRQWRWKH
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area. But its electric motors consumed a lot of electricity and it would be too expensive today to irrigate
ƓHOGVZLWKWKH'DQXEHZDWHUWKHVROXWLRQQRZDGD\V
is to use groundwater for that purpose. A fascinating thing is that at a depth of 100-120m there is an
underground river that has no connection with the
Danube.”

SREBARNA NATURE RESERVE
The silver oasis on a long way
$QLFHHDUO\PRUQLQJVDZPHSHGDOLQJXSKLODERYH
the highest roofs of village Srebarna (meaning „silvery“). The end of the road was taken by an inconspicuous concrete building: the Administration of
Srebarna Nature Reserve. I was met there by Mr.
Momchil PetrovDELRGLYHUVLW\H[SHUWDWWKH$GPLQistration.
The reserve covers an area of 895 hectares and includes the lake and the area to the north up to the
'DQXEHSOXVWKHIRUHVWHG'HYQ\DLVODQGRQWKH'DQube which belongs to Bulgaria. On the Romanian
VLGHLV&LRFÅQHĜWL3URWHFWHG$UHDZLWKDQRWKHULVODQG
so the whole area is one big green zone.

The lake and the close zone around it (i.e the Reserve) is under the highest degree of protection and
even scientists can enter it only with the permission
of the Ministry of Environment and Water (Ministry of
(FRORJ\ %XWHQWU\WRWKHRXWHUULQJLHVXUURXQGLQJ
WHUUDLQLVQRWUHVWULFWHG$QGWKHUHLVDQHFRWUDLOWKDW
goes around the lake.
7KHUHHGDQGLVODQGVRQWKHODNHDUHDFWXDOO\QRWƓ[HG
ŊWKH\DUHDŴRDW:KHQWKHZDWHUOHYHOLVORZWKH\UXQ
DURXQGEXWZKHQWKHUHLVHQRXJKZDWHUZLQGSXVKHV
them around.
ŏ,Q%XOJDULD1DWXUDRFFXSLHVDODUJHSDUWRIWKH
country – the aim is to maintain the existing status
quo: if there was agriculture to keep that agriculture
DQGLIWKHUHZHUHIRUHVWVWRNHHSWKHVHIRUHVWVŐVD\V
Momchil.
ŏ7KLVLVDOVR1DWXUD]RQHSOXVZHKDYHDEXIIHU
zone on the east and west side of the lake. The main
UHDVRQIRUWKHSURWHFWLRQLVELUGV%XWHYHQWKHODNH
ORFDWHG DORQJ WKH 'DQXEH LV XQLTXH RI WKLV W\SH LQ
%XOJDULD,WVGHSWKLVWRPZLWKPD[LPDOGHSWK
of 4 m.”
“A total of 220 bird species (both nesting and migrating birds) are registered in the Reserve. We have a
'DOPDWLDQSHOLFDQFRORQ\ZLWKQHVWVDQGLWLV
easy to spot these birds that can live up to ten years
and are the largest sort of pelicans. Then there is
WKH/LWWOH&RUPRUDQWWKH*UH\ODJ*RRVHWKH0DUVK
+DUULHUWKH%OXHWKURDWPDQ\VSHFLHVRIKHURQV7KH
Great White Pelican is visiting us during the summer
- last year we even had a few nests but there is one
left now.

2QWKHWRSRIWKH5HVHUYHōVDGPLQLVWUDWLRQEXLOGLQJWKHEHVWYLHZSRLQWLQ6UHEDUQDYLOODJH

During the winter we have migratory birds. ThouVDQGV RI ZKLWHIURQWHG JHHVH  PD\EH FORVH WR
RIWKHPDUHZLQWHULQJKHUH7KH0XWHVZDQ
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ZLQWHUV KHUH WRR EXW ZH DOVR KDYH PRUH WKDQ 
permanent nests of this bird. About 90% of the lake
freezes during the winter and there are no insects
DQGEXJVVRLWLVKDUGHUIRUELUGVWRƓQGIRRG
$V DERXW ƓVK ZH KDYH &UXFLDQ FDUS & FDUDVVLXV 
DQGDORWRISLNHV)LVKLQJLVRQO\DOORZHGZLWKDKRRN
and out of the Reserve. But there are poachers: they
cast nets at night in the central part of the lake (these
are mostly people from the village and couple of
them and already well known to us) or in its eastern
part (these are usually “visiting” poachers). We inform the border police about all such events so that
they can investigate and arrest the perpetrators (we
do not have that legal option).”
I asked about platforms for birds and Momchil conƓUPHGWKDWWKHUHZHUHIRXURIWKHP
ŏ7KUHHRIRXUSODWIRUPVDUHXVHGE\SHOLFDQVEXWWKH
IRXUWKQRWWKDWPXFKŊIRUVRPHUHDVRQLWGRHVQōWDWtracts the birds.
The problem with implementing platforms in our
conditions is that the bottom of the lake is muddy
and not stable enough to retain pillars of the platIRUPV$QGLIZHLQVWDOOWKHSODWIRUPVRQŴRDWLQJLVODQGVWKH\ZRXOGJHWGDPDJHGZKHQLVODQGVFROOLGH
3ODWIRUPV DUH VDIH ]RQHV HVSHFLDOO\ ELUGVō HJJV 
SURWHFWLQJ IURP MDFNDOV DQG ZLOG ERDUV $W WKH PRment there are even three racoon dogs here (a raccoon-like animals that came from Asia). They are danJHURXVZKHQWKHZDWHULVORZDQGWKH\GRQōWKDYHWR
VZLPIDUWRUHDFKSHOLFDQVōQHVWVEXWJHQHUDOO\WKH\
do not pose too much of a problem: we see them
PRUHRIWHQWKLV\HDUEXWZHKDGVLPLODUVLWXDWLRQODVW
time in 2011. Hunting (with permission) for all these
predators in order to limit their numbers is only posVLEOHLQZLQWHUZKHQWKHODNHLVIUR]HQŐ

9HU\LPSRUWDQWWKLQJIRUOLYLQJZRUOGRIWKH5HVHUYHLV
that Lake Srebarna (which is of natural origin) is very
VWDEOHWZR\HDUVDJRPDQ\ODNHVLQWKHFRXQWU\ZLWK
VLPLODUVL]HGULHGXSEXWWKLVRQHZDVKROGLQJZHOO,Q
WKHPRUHGLVWDQWSDVWWKHODNHEHJDQWRFULWLFDOO\GU\
XSLQ)RUWXQDWHO\WKHFRQVWUXFWLRQRIDQ
HPEDQNPHQWIRUŴRRGSURWHFWLRQWKDWOHGDOOWKHZD\
WR6LOLVWUDEHJDQDWWKHVDPHWLPHWKDWHPEDQNPHQW
also saved Lake Srebarna.
,Q  D P ORQJ SDUW RI WKH HPEDQNPHQW ZDV
ORZHUHGWKXVIRUPLQJDŏVWHSŐRYHUZKLFKWKHZDWHU
from the river could enter the lake when the Danube
LV KLJK :KHQ WKH 'DQXEH LV ORZ WKH VWHS LV KLJK
enough to prevent water from the lake to return to
the river.
A canal with two sluices was constructed on the
east side of the lake in 1994. (The building of the
5HVHUYHōV DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ ZDV DOVR EXLOW WKDW \HDU  ,W
is lower then the „step“ in the embankment and is
used for an active regulation of water level in the
lake. Sluices are generally opened when the Danube is high (in spring) and closed when the Danube
level drops (in late spring or summer). The current
information about the river level is obtained from the
'DQXEH5HVHDUFK$JHQF\,QSUDFWLFHRSHQLQJDQG
FORVLQJLVGRQHQRWRQO\WZLFHEXWVHYHUDOWLPHVGXUing the year.
$QRWKHU FULWLFDO SHULRG ZDV IURP  WR  EHcause the water level of the Danube was often low.
But since 2006 (when we even recorded the highest
OHYHORIWKHODNH WKHUHLVDOZD\VHQRXJKZDWHUDQG
WKHODNHLVKHDOWK\DQGƓQH
There are no hydroelectric power plants (i.e. barrages)
from the Iron Gates to the Delta. The Danube is very
ZLGHKHUHDQGKDVRQO\DVOLJKWGURSVRLWŴRZVVORZO\
7KHVHGLPHQWLVPRVWO\VOXGJHEXWWKHULYHUZDWHULV
FOHDQ6DQGLVH[WUDFWHGDORWIRUXVHLQFRQVWUXFWLRQ

$WWKHVRXWKHUQHQGRIWKHODNHWKHŴRDWLQJLVODQGVVWLFNRQHWRDQRWKHUDQGIRUPDŏFRQWLQHQWŐ
ZKLFK RI FRXUVH LVQōW JRRG IURP WKH HFRORJLFDO VLGH
But the need for construction is stronger than the
awareness about the need for nature conservation.
The riverbed is rocky and the erosion is not signifLFDQW EXW WKH SKHQRPHQRQ RI WKH 'DQXEH EXU\LQJ
into its own riverbed is present here too: since the
time when the Iron Gates power plants have been
EXLOW LW DFFXPXODWHG WR RQH PHWHU7KH ULYHU LV DOVR
slightly moving towards the Bulgarian side.
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ЅWLYLWLHV RI WKH 5HVHUYH DOVR LQFOXGH FRQVHUYDWLRQ
DQGUHYLWDOL]DWLRQRIORFDOŴRUDŏ2XUVWUDWHJ\UHJDUGLQJWKHIRUHVWIXQGLVWRUHPRYHQHZQRQGRPHVWLF
species and to replace them with indigenous ones:
ZKLWHDQGEODFNSRSODUƓHOGHOPDQGƓHOGDVK$IHZ
\HDUV DJR ZH UHPRYHG WKH K\EULG SRSODU IURP WKH
zone along the Danube embankment and planted
VRPHRIWKHPHQWLRQHGVSHFLHVDGGLQJVRPHRDNV
as well.”

6UHEDUQD0XVHXPDQG,QIR&HQWUH
ŏ1RQGRPHVWLF VSHFLHV VXFK DV$FHU QHJXQGR DQG
RI FRXUVH WKH LQHYLWDEOH $PRUSKD IUXWLFRVD DUH LQYDVLYH DQG GLIƓFXOW WR HUDGLFDWH E\ ƓHOG PDFKLQHU\
DORQH VR ZH VWULYH WR H[SORLW DQ\ QDWXUDO ZHDNQHVV
RI WKHP $PRUSKD IUXWLFRVD IRU H[DPSOH GRHV QRW
grow well in a shade and can be suppressed by
SODQWLQJWDOOHUWUHHVLQWKH]RQHWKDWLWDWWDFNV6RLQ
VSDFHVRFFXSLHGE\$PRUSKDIUXWLFRVDZHƓUVWFOHDU
an area of 4-5 square meters and then plant there
willows or poplars. And if we speak of slower and
PRUHODERULRXVPHWKRGVPDQXDOH[WUDFWLRQLVEHWWHU
than cutting because the aggressive plant will not return as quickly.”
There is a museum with an Info Center nearby but
LWLVDVHSDUDWHLQVWLWXWLRQŏ:HDUHŌSURWHFWLRQōJX\V
subordinate to the Regional Inspectorate of Environ-

ment and Water from Ruse (which in turn belongs to
the Ministry of Ecology). Our staff consists of one exSHUW PH DQGWKUHHJXDUGVHTXLSSHGZLWKIRXURII
URDGYHKLFOHV :HOOWKUHHDUHIXQFWLRQDODQGWZRRI
them are Russian “Lada Nivas” :)”
0RPFKLOōVOLIHSDFHLVGHWHUPLQHGE\KLVMREŏ,OLYH
LQ 5XVH DQG ZRUN KHUH IRXU GD\V D ZHHN 7XHVGD\
WKURXJK )ULGD\ 0\ GXW\ LV ƓUVW RI DOO WR RUJDQL]H
and supervise visits and work of scientists and other
JXHVWV%XW\RXQHHGWREHYHUVDWLOHKHUHDQG,DOVR
work on management plans implementation.
Our other important activity is the daily monitoring of
Dalmatian pelicans. And in accordance with the anQXDOPRQLWRULQJSODQZHGRWKHVDPHIRUVRPHRWKer species. There are always additional teams from
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other institutions - Academy of Science and the like
ZKRDOVRPRQLWRUZDWHUDVSHFWVSODQWVřWLPHV
D\HDU:HPRQLWRUOHYHORIWKHODNHRQDGDLO\EDVLV
using an automated system. Plus: we are engaged in
increasing the forest fund and in general water management.”
This is not a working place that will take you around
WKHZRUOG ŏ,YLVLWHGWKH'HOWDEXWZHEDVLFDOO\GRQRW
have a practice of visiting other protected areas”) but
this is not the point after all - there are other reasons
WREHVDWLVƓHGZLWK\RXUMREŏ)RUPHWKHPRVWLPportant result that we achieved here is the fact that
you can see the Pelicans so easily - that means there
are many of them.”

SMALL WETLAND OF
%5Ä,/$1$785$/3$5.
Floating rangers
and angry poachers
2QHWKLQJWKDW,OLNHGDORWRQWKLVORQJMRXUQH\ZDV
WKDW GHVSLWH WKH IDFW WKDW DOO WKH KHDG RIƓFHV RI QDtional parks and protected areas shared the same
LGHDKDGWKHVDPHUHDVRQWRH[LVWDQGZHUHVLWXDWed on the same green-blue line – each of them was
different and original in its own way. And once more
,ZDVQōWGLVDSSRLQWHGZKHQ,DUULYHGDWWKHDGGUHVV
RI WKLV 1DWXUDO 3DUNōV KHDGTXDUWHU WKLV ODUJH WKUHH
ŴRRUHG 7KLQJ IURP WKH SKRWR EHORZ ZDV PHUULO\
ŴRDWLQJLQWKHKDUERURI%UÅLOD$QG,FRXOGLPDJLQH
P\ KRVW Mr. Bogdan Albu EHLQJ JHQWO\ FUDGOHG
somewhere up there.
How long do you enjoy this cradle… I mean, how
long do you work here?
ŏ7KH 3DUN ZDV HVWDEOLVKHG LQ  EXW VLQFH 
ZHKDYHRXURZQDGPLQLVWUDWLRQDQG,ōYHEHHQKHUH
since that time.

,Q  WKH 3DUN ZDV GHFODUHG DV 5DPVDU VLWH LH D
wetland of international importance. The ground for
WKDWZDVWKDWLWSUHVHUYHVQDWXUHRQKDRIZHWODQGZLWKELUGVDVDSULPDU\YDOXH&RUPRUDQWVSHOLFDQV ZKLWH DQG JUD\ VWRUN ZLOG GXFNVř 7KHUH DUH
also 10-15 white-tailed eagles (the number changes
IURP\HDUWR\HDU $QGOHWōVQRWIRUJHWZHDUHPHPbers of the DANUBEPARKS Association.”
,W LV GHƓQLWHO\ QLFH WR ZRUN LQ DQ RIƓFH SRVLWLRQHG
directly on the Danube?
ő7KLVVSDFLRXVŴRDWLQJIDFLOLW\ZLWKH[KLELWLRQVSDFH
FRQIHUHQFH URRP DQG RXU RIƓFHV ZDV SURYLGHG
through an infrastructure program conducted in
 DQG ƓQDQFHG E\ WKH (8 ,W ZDV EXLOW LQ
Giurgiu (Romania) and delivered to us at the end of
 DQGLWLVQRWDERDWŊLWGRHVQōWKDYHHQJLQHV 
%HIRUH WKDW ZH ZHUH DFFRPPRGDWHG LQ %UÅLOD )RUestry Directorate. Our permanent exhibition that you
FDQVHHRQWKHJURXQGŴRRUZDVDOVRFUHDWHGLQWKH
IUDPHRIWKHVDPHSURMHFWŐ
/HWōVWDONRSHQO\QRZLIWKLVLVWKH6PDOOZHWODQGRI
%UÅLODZKHUHLVWKH%LJZHWODQGRI%UÅLOD" %HWWHUDGmit if you try to keep it a secret, in order to retain
here visitors like me.)
“The history goes like this: in the 1960s and 1970s
there was a huge single island here - the Great wetODQG RI %UÅLOD +RZHYHU GXH WR WKH FRQVWUXFWLRQ RI
irrigation canals combined with the widening of the
'DQXEH WKH LVODQG ZDV GLYLGHG LQWR RQH ODUJH DQG
several small parts. Most of the large part was then
drained and become an agricultural area (it was
ERXJKWODVW\HDUE\D6DXGL$UDELDLQYHVWRU ŊWKDWōV
ZK\WKHUHLVQR%LJZHWODQGRI%UÅLOD
7KH VPDOOHU SDUWV IRUPHG HLJKW LVODQGV DQG WKDW LV
the territory of our Park today. It was preserved as a
QDWXUH YDOXH WKDQNV WR WKH IDFW WKDW DIWHU  ZLWK
WKH HQG RI FRPPXQLVP WKH HFRORJLFDO DZDUHQHVV
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KDVJURZQPRGHOHGDIWHUJRRGH[DPSOHVIURP:HVW
(XURSH%XWVWLOOWKH*UHDWZHWODQGRI%UÅLODKDGDQ
DUHDRIKDDQGDIWHUPHQWLRQHGK\GURORJLFDO
ZRUNVLWZDVUHGXFHGWRSUHVHQWDUHDRIKDŐ
The size of the remaining part has to be accepted
as some kind of consolation: it is big enough that
LWFDQōWEHFRPSOHWHO\VHHQLQRQHGD\7DNHORRNDW
the maps below: the straight distance from the top
%UÅLOD]RQH WRWKHERWWRP 0DJXUHQLYLOODJHLQ'Rbrogea) is 50 km.
7R EHWWHU XQGHUVWDQG WKH VWUXFWXUH RI WKH 3DUN RQH
needs to know that there are there levels of nature
protection in Romania:
• Buffer zones;
• Strictly protected zones (visit is possible after an
announcement);
• Integrally protected zones (entering possible
RQO\ ZKHQ DFFRPSDQLHG ZLWK UDQJHUV WKH RQO\
IRUPRIWRXULVPLVYLVLWLQJQRRWKHUKXPDQDFWLYities allowed.)
The Park has two integrally protected zones and a
buffer zone on the Danube bank. The rest of its territory is under strict protection.
The plan for my visit was to have a boat ride in the
northern zone of the Park. And it turned to be a really
JUHDW H[SHULHQFH:H ƓUVW JOLGHG GRZQVWUHDP IRU D
FRXSOHRINLORPHWHUVWKHQWXUQHGLQWRDQDUURZFKDQnel full of mosquitoes that led us into the inner water
world of the Island Fundu Mare.
ŏ,IWKH'DQXEHLVKLJKLQ1RYHPEHUDQG'HFHPEHU
then water remains in this lakes and they completely
freeze during the winter. Otherwise there is no water in the lakes during the winter and they can be
crossed on foot. That is when game appears here GHHU ZLOG ERDUV UDEELWV EHDYHUV WKH\ FRPH ZKHQ
WKHZDWHULVVKDOORZP DQGHYHQFRZVSD\YLVLWŐVDLG%RJGDQ

ODNHRQHPRQWKORQJHUWKDQEHIRUHXVXDOO\XQWLOODWH
fall. (The lake then recharges in the spring.) But the
process will have to be repeated every 10-15 years.
The year 2010 was historic because the Danube
reached a water level of +700 cm (at the time of my
YLVLWDIWHUGD\VRIKHDY\UDLQVWKHOHYHOZDV 
6RPH FRPPXQLWLHV ZHUH ŴRRGHG DQG WKH HQWLUH LVland Fundu Mare (i.e. the northern territory of the
Park) was under water.”

7KRXJKWKHQDUURZFKDQQHOWRZDUGVWKHLQQHUODNHRIWKHZHWODQG7KHFDQDOLVWKHRQO\ZD\WRJHWWKHUH
,QWLPHVRIKLJKZDWHULWLVFKDQJLQJHYHU\GD\DQGFDQEHEORFNHGZLWKIDOOHQWUHHVRUEUDQFKHV
ŏ2QWKH3DUNōVQRUWKHUQLVODQG)XQGX0DUHZHXVH
an embankment with a metal sluice to regulate the
water level. After 4-5 unsuccessful attempts to build
a permanent embankment using only local materials
ZRRGDQGVWRQHV DFHUWDLQDPRXQWRIFRQFUHWHKDG
to be added. Another embankment with a sluice is
positioned in the south end of the Park (near the vilODJH0ÅUDľX DQGUHJXODWHVWKHZDWHUOHYHOLQD]RQH
which is under special protection regime. We open
and close these sluices several times a year in order
to keep water in the wetland as long as possible:

ZKHQWKHUHLVZDWHUWKHUHDUHƓVKDQGZKHQWKHUHDUH
ƓVKELUGVKDYHDUHDVRQWRVWD\:HPRQLWRUWKHZDWHUOHYHOPDQXDOO\E\GLUHFWDFFHVV
7R SURYLGH HYHQ PRUH ZDWHU ZH FUHDWHG D FKDQQHO
in the southern part of Island Fundu Mare through
WKH/,)(SURMHFW7KDWFKDQQHOUHGXFHVVLOWDWLRQRIWKH
ODNH'XULQJWKHGU\VHDVRQLQZHXVHGPHFKDnization to deepen the canal by 2.5 m. The work was
carried out on a 400 m long stretch and lasted eight
months. The result is that the water remains in the
94

ŏ%HVLGHV QDWXUH SURWHFWLRQ DQG FRQVHUYDWLRQ RXU
main additional activities are monitoring of the protected area and prevention of poaching. Fishing is
only allowed in the Danube and not in the Park area.
3RDFKHUVORRNLQJIRUDQ\WKLQJWKH\FDQJHWDQGWKH
preferable catch is pike and carp eggs: they are
source of a sort of caviar that is cheaper than the one
obtained from sturgeons. Most of the poaching happens from the end of April to the beginning of June
EHFDXVHWKDWLVWKHUHSURGXFWLYHSHULRGIRUPRVWƓVK
VSHFLHV)LIWHHQ\HDUVDJRSRDFKLQJZDVDELJSUREOHP EHFDXVH ZH GLGQōW KDYH WKH QHFHVVDU\ HTXLSment nor enough staff. We now have eight rangers
and four motorboats.
$JRRGWKLQJKHUHLQ%UÅLODSDUWLVWKDWLWLVKDUGIRU
poachers to enter the inner lake of the wetland (the
most precious part of it) because it is naturally protected: the only entrance/exit is through a channel
that is used by tourists and rangers – there are too
many witnesses to run into.
Our rangers are at the same time our security personQHO DQG RXU WRXULVW JXLGHV $FWXDOO\ HYHU\RQH KHUH
must be ready to perform more than his basic duty - I
DPDQ,7HQJLQHHUEXWDOVRDJXLGHIRUIRUHLJQJURXSVŐ
ŏ$VIRUWKHIRUHVWVZHUHSODFHWKH$PHULFDQDQG(XURSHDQ SRSODU ZKLWH EODFN  ZLWK ZKLWH ZLOORZ$QG
we gather seeds od different tree sorts. We also suppress the aggressive Amorpha fruticosa on an area of

7KHLQQHUZRUOGRI,VODQG)XQGX0DUH7KHGHSWK
RIWKHODNHLVPDQGPLQWKHDYHUDJH
7KHGHSWKRIWKH'DQXEHLQ%UÅLOD]RQHLVP
KD WKHƓUVWSKDVHZDVWKURXJKDSLORWSURJUDP
and after that we worked through the LIFE program).
:HGRQRWMXVWFXWWKDWSODQWEXWFRPSOHWHO\UHPRYH
it during the autumn and winter when the terrain is
accessible. (Although I can mention that beekeepers
love Amorpha because bees make beautiful honey
from it.)”
ŏ2XUDQQXDOQXPEHURIYLVLWRUVLVDQG
they mostly come at weekends. We have a steady increase in foreign visitors numbers: their share is now
DW  RI WKH WRWDO YLVLWV 7ZHQW\ƓYH SHUFHQW RI
foreign visitors are experts and 75% of them are tourists from cruise ships who come to us during their
W\SLFDOWZRGD\VWD\LQ%UÅLOD$ZRUGDERXWXVLVH[panding very quickly and there are already plenty of
WRXULVWVZKRFRPHWR%UÅLODHVSHFLDOO\WRYLVLWXVDQG
then the Danube delta.
We plan to provide a special service boat to clear the
grass in the lakes and to maintain a “road” for canoes
and small boats with visitors. And we also hope to have
soon one tour boat with the space for 18 persons.

There is a study trail on Island Fundu Mare that is
a couple of kilometers long. At the moment info
boards and signposts are removed due to the high
ZDWHUEXWZLOOEHUHWXUQHGLQDSHULRGZKHQRQHFDQ
walk along the whole trail (usually from September).”
I asked Bogdan the standard question about success:
ŏ7KH ZD\ , VHH LW ZH DFKLHYHG WZR LPSRUWDQW JRDOV
here:
• /DUJH UHGXFWLRQ RI SRDFKLQJ ZKLFK ZDV D ELJ
problem in the past as offenders used to enter
lakes and to cast their nets that were harming
birds as well. We have practically eradicated this
crime in the last 10-15 years.
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• (GXFDWLRQDO DFWLYLWLHV LQ WKH ORFDO FRPPXQLW\
with a „from tail to head” approach: we increase
awareness of children that it is good to protect
nature and then let them pass that attitude to
their parents. Children come here for presentaWLRQVDQGOHFWXUHVEXWZHDOVRYLVLWORFDOFRPPXnities with this program. We also produce textbooks for young children.
$VIRURXUJHQHUDOVWDWXVLQWKHORFDOFRPPXQLW\WKHUH
is sometimes a bit of resistance towards some of our
DFWLRQVDQGUXOHVEXWLWLVQRWDVLJQLƓFDQWSUREOHP

/2:(53587%,263+(5(
RESERVE
Visiting a relict of
the Danube
To visit this reserve I left the route to Tulcea for a couple of days and cycled north on Romanian side from
*DODŀLWR2DQFHDWKHQFURVVHGWKHERUGHUZLWK0ROdova and ended in town Cahul. Next morning I went
WRWKHFHQWUDOFLW\VTXDUHWRPHHWDJURXSRIORFDOF\FOLVWVDQGP\KRVW$QDWROLH5LVLQDSURMHFWPDQDJHU
:H F\FOHG IURP WKHUH EDFN WRZDUGV *DODŀL EXW WKLV
WLPH RQ 0ROGRYD VLGH DORQJ WKH 3UXW EDVLQ ,W H[WHQGVWRWKHVRXWKHDVWDQGWKHWHUUDLQLVNLQGRIŴDW
but with many small hills and with maximal elevations
of 120-140 meters. And so it was along the way: uphills and downhills were following each other.
The Prut river forms terraces with ponds and couple
RIELJODNHV,QWKHXSSHUSDUWRIWKHULYHUODUJHZHWland areas had been dried out for agricultural purSRVHVLQWKHVZKLFKRIFRXUVHUHGXFHGKDELWDW
space for many species and changed the hydrologiFDOUHJLPHRIODNHVDQGZHWODQGVHWF
The lower part of the river remained relatively unchanged and retained most of its original forest ecoV\VWHPV JUDVV PHDGRZV DQG ZHWODQGV 7R SURWHFW
DQGXSJUDGHWKHVHQDWXUDOYDOXHVWKH/RZHU3UXW1Dture Reserve was created in 1991. Approximately one
third of the Reserve was occupied by Lake Beleu – a
several thousand years old relict of the Danube.
$W WKH HQG RI  WKH ORFDO &RXQFLO RI &DKXO GLVtrict in agreement with local communities declared
the status of Biosphere Reserve to the rest of Lower

3UXWYDOOH\FRYHULQJDQDUHDRIDURXQGKD,WLV
QRZDSURWHFWHG]RQHZLWKOLPLWHGDFFHVVPDLQO\IRU
research activities.
7KH 5HVHUYH QRZ LQFOXGHV ŴRRGSODLQ ODNHV 0DQWD
(1880 ha plus 3239 ha of wetlands) and Beleu (960
ha plus 2285 ha of water ecosystems). Both of them
are Ramsar sites.
Riparian forests occupy in total 10% of the territory of
WKH5HVHUYH6LQFHDFFRUGLQJWRDQDJUHHPHQW
VLJQHGE\5RPDQLD0ROGRYDDQG8NUDLQHWKH/RZer Prut has a status of the green corridor between
these countries.
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The ecological importance of the area is recognized
nationally and internationally. And it practically represents an entrance to the Danube Delta Biosphere
Reserve: it lies on the route of migratory birds and
RIIHUVUHVWLQJQHVWLQJDQGZLQWHULQJVSDFHIRUPRUH
than a hundred bird species. More than 50 of these
VSHFLHV DUH OLVWHG LQ WKH (8 %LUGV 'LUHFWLYH LQ WKH
Bern Convention and in the Red Book of the Republic of Moldova.
/RFDOHFRQRPLFLVPRVWO\UHODWHGWRƓVKLQJDQGDJULculture. Agricultural land along the Prut is cultivated
PRVWO\ RQ WUDGLWLRQDO ZD\V DQG SURSHUWLHV DUH VPDOO
usually tied to households. Produced crops have

FDOLQFRPHZRXOGEHDERXWŐVD\V$QDWROLHŏ,W
should also inspire the development of rural tourism
in the region because there is a good base for that.”
7KHWRXULVPSRWHQWLDOLVUHDOZLWKWKHXUEDQSRSXODtion from Moldova and Romania as its target group.
Data show that in 2012 and 2013 there were circa
 YLVLWRUV ZKR VWD\HG LQ WKH UHJLRQ  GD\V
mainly in private accommodation of a decent level.
7KHHVWLPDWHGEHQHƓWZDVDLQFUHDVHLQIDPLO\EXGJHWV/RFDOSRSXODWLRQLVGHƓQLWHO\PRUHDQG
more aware that the Biosphere Reserve has a posiWLYHLQŴXHQFHRQWKDWWUHQG
There is an important plan to recover reed belts in
the lower part of the Prut river in order to restore
habitats in the Reserve. This would also improve
water quality: studies show that the level of nitrogen in water ecosystems would be decreased by
DQGOHYHORISKRVSKRUXVE\WKXVUHducing eutrophication (excessive growth of algae
and other plants due to a high content of minerals
and nutrients in the water). The restoration of the
reed belts would be applied in the area of around
 KD DQG JUHDW SDUW RI LQYHVWPHQW FRXOG EH
UHWXUQHGE\XVLQJREWDLQHGPDWHULDOIRUKHDWLQJLQ
FRQVWUXFWLRQHWF
7KHEXIIHU]RQHRIWKHSURWHFWHGDUHDLVDOVRFRYHUHGE\ZDWHUHFRV\VWHPVDQGPHDGRZYHJHWDWLRQ
good quality due to low use of chemicals and due to
WKHIDFWWKDWDQGJUDSHFHUHDOVYHJHWDEOHVDQGRWKHU
crops are native species. But agriculture provides a
modest level of living standard to local people who
sell their products on markets in Cahul or in RomaQLDDQGLWLVDFRQVWDQWVWUXJJOHWKHDYHUDJHJHQHUDO
income is about 100 EUR a month per capita. Prolonged economical crisis leads to depopulation of
the area and it is estimated that 30-35% of local people work abroad on a permanent or temporary base.

I asked Anatolie what are expectations of this brand
new reserve in the light of the mentioned situation:
“The Reserve can promote the development of organic farming as well as cultivation and labeling of
ORFDOTXDOLW\SURGXFWVDQGWKXVFDQIRVWHUVRFLDODQG
economic development. Estimations predict that the
area for that kind of farming could be around 3000
KDLQWKH5HVHUYHRQO\VRPHQHZMREVZRXOGEH
FUHDWHGDQGWKHUHVXOWLQJLQFUHDVHRIWKHDYHUDJHOR97

7KHƓUVWODNHZHSDVVHGZDV0DQWD'XULQJWKH6RYLHW
HUDWKLVDQGVRPHRWKHUODNHVZHUHXVHGDVLQGXVWULDO
ƓVKEUHHGLQJSRQGVEXWLQWKHODVW\HDUVWKH\DUH
used for that purpose only by local population and
RQDVPDOOVFDOH$FFRUGLQJWRODVWUHVHDUFKVWXGLHV
WKHƓVKGLYHUVLW\LVLPSURYLQJ
Both Manta and Beleu are shallow (the second one
KDVDQDYHUDJHGHSWKRIRQO\PZLWKDPD[imum depth of 2 m). The north side of Manta always
KDVZDWHUDQGLWVZHVWHUQSDUWLVPRVWO\GU\%XWWKLV
\HDU GXH WR D ORW RI UDLQ WKHUH ZDV P RI ZDWHU
even in the western part.

The second lake that we passed was 5 km long and 2
NPZLGH%HOHX6LQFHWKHODNHDQGLWVDGMDFHQW
DUHDDUHDVWULFWO\SURWHFWHG]RQHZLWKWKHJRDOWRSURtect water-based species. The regime was declared
by the Government of Moldova and is controlled
by Cahul regional environmental Inspectorate. But
commercial interests have an advantage over nature

protection and there is an intensive oil extraction acWLYLW\LQWKHODNH]RQHRLOƓHOGVFRYHUDURXQGRI
the area and boreholes that are located mostly in the
XSSHUSDUWRIWKHODNHJLYHDURXQGWRQHVRI
oil per year.
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I said goodbye to Anatolie and my cycling friends in
WKHVPDOOWRZQRI*LXUJLXOHľWL WKDWKDVWKHODUJHVWSRUW
LQ 0ROGRYD  DQG ZHQW EDFN LQWR 5RPDQLD ULJKW LQWR
the black wall of a torrential downpour. There was an
LUUHVLVWLEOH MR\ LQ WKH IRUP RI D URRI DERYH P\ KHDG
LQ WKH QHDUE\ *DODŀL DQG WKH ODVW SDUW RI P\ MRXUQH\
along the Danube had to wait until the next day.

7+('$18%('(/7$
%,263+(5(5(6(59(
Biospherical Danubean Finale Reserved for The Delta
)RUWKHWKLUGWLPHLQWKHSDVWƓYH\HDUV,F\FOHGXSWKH
last of countless hills on the 80 kilometers long road
IURP IURP *DODŀL \HV WKLV OHJ LV TXLWH VWUHQXRXV 
HQWHUHG WKH ƓUVW VWUHHWV RI 7XOFHD DQG WKHQ TXLFNO\
GHVFHQGHG WKURXJK WKH VXQQ\ DIWHUQRRQ WR D ORQJ
OLYHO\FKDUPHGSURPHQDGHDORQJWKH'DQXEHEDQN
For those who want to ride the full length of the EuUR9HORWKLVLVQRWWKHHQGWKHUHDUHFRXSOHKXQGUHG
NLORPHWHUVOHIWWR&RQVWDQŀD $QGRQHKDVWREHDULQ
PLQGWKDWWKH(XUR9HORLVQRWRQO\DURXWHDORQJWKH
Danube: it starts on the Atlantic ocean and goes to
the Black Sea). But for those who wish exactly to follow the Danube from its spring to its end (and they are
WKHPDMRULW\ 7XOFHDLVWKHULJKWDGGUHVV7REHPRUH
SUHFLVH LW LV WKH EHVW DGGUHVV WKDW \RX FDQ JHW WKH
%ODFN6HDVKRUHLVVWLOONLORPHWHUVDZD\DQGWRJR
there you will have to take a boat to reach a tiny town
Sulina at the end of the central channel in the Delta.
Is it disappointing thing after cycling three thousand
NLORPHWHUVDORQJWKH'DQXEH"1RWH[DFWO\IURPWKH
pier in Sulina you can proudly pedal four kilometers
WRWKHZDUPZKLWHVDQGRQWKHORFDOEHDFKDQGWKDWōV
LWWKHUHLVDVPDOOZRRGHQGRFNWKHUHWKDWZLOODOORZ
you and your bicycle to pose for that perfect photo
right above the waters of the Black Sea :)
A crescendo at the end of a classical music piece is a
demanding and dangerous challenge for a composer.
,WPXVWEHQROHVVWKDQDSHUIHFWFXOPLQDWLRQJUDQGLose enough to meet all of our ruthless expectations after listening to so many tones before it. An ungrateful

$WWKHHQGRIWKHVWXQQLQJRQOLQHJDPHŏ2QOLQHŐPHDQVRQWKHOLQHRIWKH'DQXEH 7KHWDVNZDVWRFROOHFWPDJLFNH\VE\WRXFKLQJWKHVHLGHQWLFDOVFXOSWXUHVRIWKHVWXUJHRQWKHƓUVWFRS\ZDVLQWKH\DUGRIWKH
'DQXEH$XHQ1DWLRQDO3DUNGRZQVWUHDPIURP9LHQQD$ODV,GLVFRYHUHGLQ7XOFHDWKDW,GLGQōWFRPSOHWHG
WKHFKDOOHQJHVRPHERG\WROGPHWKDWWKHUHVKRXOGEHRQHPRUHVFXOSWXUHVRPHZKHUHLQ%XOJDULD7KLV
PHDQVWKDW,ZLOOKDYHWRWUDYHODORQJWKH'DQXEHDJDLQ
WDVNDQGWKHUHLVQRPHUF\WKHUHVXOWPDNHVWKHGLIIHUence between being a craftsman or an artistic genius.
,WLVWKLVRUWKDWWKHUHLVQRFRPSURPLVH

we want to see as an imprint of a genius. The Delta
does not disappoint in that sense: it is a perfect crescendo at the end of the Danube Concerto.

But the Danube Delta does not care about rules of
classical music: its composer was an emotionless (alWKRXJKLQƓQLWHO\SHUVLVWHQW FUDIWVPDQEXWWKHUHVXOW
is ingenious. That is what Nature does: it blindly and
indifferently composes places and then leaves them
WRXVWRDGRUHWKHPDQGWRSURMHFWLQWRWKHPZKDW

The Danube Delta is the largest wetland in Europe
Ŋ LW FRYHUV DQ DUHD RI DSSUR[LPDWHO\  VTXDUH
NLORPHWHUV7KLVJLJDQWLFODE\ULQWKRIFRXQWOHVVODNHV
FKDQQHOVDQGLVODQGVDWWKHHQGRIDbNPORQJ
river is shared between Romania and Ukraine. Much
RILW DSSUR[LPDWHO\VTXDUHNLORPHWHUV LVRYHU-
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The history of the Sulina branch was shaped by piUDWHVDQGFORJJHGZLWKVKLSZUHFNVWKHQIUDPHGZLWK
Turks and Russians who fought a war there. But afWHUWKH3DULV&RQIHUHQFHLWZDVFKRVHQWREHDPDMRU
ZDWHUZD\LQWKH'HOWDDQGUHFWLƓFDWLRQZRUNVODVWHG
from 1862 to 1902. The branch was shortened from
103 km to 70 km by cutting through its six meanders.
The town Sulina became Porto Franko of Romania
and was chosen in 1952 as a seat of the Danube European Commission (many see it as a forerunner of
the European Union).
5RPDQLDQSDUWQHULQWKHSURMHFW'$18%(SDUNV&21NECTED is the Danube Delta Biosphere Authority
'%5$ 6RWKHLUKHDGRIƓFHDQG9LVLWRUV&HQWUHLQWKH
middle of the Danube promenade in Tulcea was my
starting address. My hosts and guides for the next two
days were The Two Gabrielas :) - 0UV*DEULHOD&UHĠX
3URMHFW0DQDJHU DQGMrs. Gabriela Morozov (Assistant Manager). They introduced me to the basics:

7KHYLHZRI7XOFHDZLWKP\KRVWV*DUELHOD0RUR]RY OHIW DQG*DEULHOD&UHĠX ULJKW
grown with reeds and it is the biggest reed bed in
(XURSH DQGSUREDEO\LQWKHZRUOG 7KLVQDWXUDOƓOWHU
DOVRPDNHVLW(XURSHōVODUJHVWZDWHUSXULƓFDWLRQV\Vtem. Since 1991 the Delta has been on the UNESCO
:RUOG+HULWDJH/LVWDQGLQZDVLQWHUQDWLRQDOO\
recognized as a biosphere reserve.
1HHGOHVVWRVD\LWLVIXOORIOLIH7KHUHDUHLPSRUtant bird species and most of them use the Delta as
an important stopover or as a breeding area. There
DUHDERXWƓVKVSHFLHVLQFOXGLQJJOREDOO\WKUHDWened ones (for some of them this is actually the last
UHIXJH DQGRYHULQVHFWVSHFLHV

The three main arteries of the Delta are its big channels that form the basic water structure of the area.
$QG DOO RI WKHP VWDUW IURP 7XOFHD .LOLD 8NUDLQLDQ 
Sfântu-Gheorghe and Sulina branch. Everything
HOVH LV HQWZLQHG EHWZHHQ WKHVH WKUHH ƓQDO EUDQFKHV RI WKH 'DQXEH RI ZKLFK 6I¤QWX*KHRUJKH LV WKH
oldest one. While slowly making their path through
WKH 'HOWD WKH\ GLYLGH LQWR PDQ\ VPDOOHU VWUHDPOHWV
which end in wetlands and lakes. The river sediment
mixed with the sea sand forms large sand ponds and
LVODQGV 6RPH GXQHV OLNH WKRVH RQ WKH &DUDRUPDQ
VDQG SRQG DUH XS WR VL[ PHWHUV KLJK DQG ORRN OLNH
real desert dunes.
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ŏ:HDUHDSXEOLFLQVWLWXWLRQVXERUGLQDWHGWRWKH0LQLVWU\RI(QYLURQPHQWDQGIRXQGHGLQDWWKHVDPH
time when the Danube Delta Biosphere Reserve was
HVWDEOLVKHG2XUUHVSRQVLELOLW\LVDGPLQLVWHULQJSURtecting and conserving the natural heritage of nationDOLQWHUHVWDVZHOODVSK\VLFDODQGJHRJUDSKLFDOXQLWV
in the Reserve.

This includes establishing (together with state authorities or independently) regulations and controlling
navigation and access on the Delta branches and inner lakes for all kinds of vessels. We also support and
encourage sustainable use of natural resources. And
ƓQDOO\ ZH RIIHU PDQDJHPHQW HGXFDWLRQ WUDLQLQJ
and other services.
7KH 9LVLWRUV &HQWUH LV D UHDFK VRXUFH RI LQIRUPDWLRQ RQ ZKDW WR VHH DQG GR LQ WKH 'HOWD DQG EHsides other material offers our Guide of the Touristic
5RXWHVbZKLFKGHVFULEHVDTXDWLFURXWHVŐ
7KHFXOWXUDOKHULWDJHRIWKH'DQXEH'HOWDLVGHƓQHG
E\WKHIDVFLQDWLQJPL[RI5RPDQLDQ*DJDX]/LSRYDQ
0ROGDYDQ5XVVLDQ8NUDLQLDQ%XOJDULDQDQG7XUNLVK
people who live their hidden lives scattered around
in tiny villages. In recent times tourism appears as
a new important economic activity after traditional
ƓVKLQJ KXQWLQJ UHHG KDUYHVWLQJ OLYHVWRFN UDLVLQJ
and modest agriculture.
“The population of the Delta (including Sulina with its
LQKDELWDQWV LV)RUPRVWRIWKHP
OLIHLQWKH'HOWDLVQRWHDV\,QZLQWHUPRVWFKDQQHOV
are frozen - and they are the only “roads” to Tulcea.
7KHUHIRUHLQVXFKWLPHVODUJHLFHEUHDNHUVKDYHƓUVWWR
break the ice and then ships with food and other supplies can follow them. The water level in the channels
VRPHWLPHVFDQEHWRRORZHYHQIRUVPDOOERDWVEXW
WKHSUREOHPZLOOEHWKHVDPHKRZWRUHDFK7XOFHD"Ő
7KH5HVHUYHFRYHUVDQDUHDRIKDŏ7KHŌ%LRVSKHUHUHVHUYHōPHDQVWKHUHDUHERWKQDWXUHSURWHFtion and cultural heritage protection. There are only
WZRRUWKUHHUHVHUYHVLQ5RPDQLDZLWKWKDWFRQFHSWŐ
VD\V*DEULHOD&UHĠX
7KHKLJKOLJKWRIWKHƓUVWGD\ZDVWKHIRXUKRXUVORQJ
cruise in the channels north of Tulcea. We went north
WRWKH.LOLDEUDQFKDQGWKHERUGHUZLWK8NUDLQHWKHQ
turned back.

The minimum water depth for ship navigation is 7m
and must be maintained as such. From the shore of
Black Sea to km 48 of the Sulina channel the distance
is calculated in miles because this part is considered
to be still a marine zone. That is how a couple of locations along the channel got their names: for examSOH YLOODJH 0LOD   LV ORFDWHG  PLOHV IURP WKH
mouth of the channel.
%\WKHZD\WKLVWLQ\YLOODJHWKDWLVORVWLQWKHHQGOHVV
JUHHQHU\RIWKH'HOWDLVWKHELUWKSODFHRI,YDQ3DW]DLFKLQ RULJLQDOO\5XVVLDQ'DERYDQ DQGWKHOHJHQGDU\
FDQRHLVW ZKR ZRQ VHYHQ 2O\PSLF PHGDOV IRXU RI
WKHPJROG DWƓYHFRQVHFXWLYH2O\PSLFV  
plus 22 world championship medals.

ŏ,WZDVWKHƓUVWSURMHFWLQZKLFK,SDUWLFLSDWHGLQWKH
DDBR. I was engaged in the creation of a feasibility
study and technical documentation. Tulcea City Hall
WKHQ VWDUWHG FRUUHVSRQGLQJ ZRUNV XVLQJ (8 IXQGV
for infrastructure and environment development.
)URP  WR  XQVLJKWO\ FRWWDJHV DURXQG WKH
lake (some kind of a slum) were removed and birds
then returned to the lake. We call this complex “mini
'HOWDŐEHFDXVHLWKDVFKDUDFWHULVWLFVRIDPRGHOZLWK
LWV VPDOO FKDQQHOV DQG SRQGV MXVW OLNH WKH UHDO 'HOta. It receives water through a canal that connects it
to the Danube and the water level is regulated by a
sluice.

There are several main bird migration routes in EuURSH EXW WKLV LV WKH RQH WKDW 'DOPDWLDQ SHOLFDQV
use: the Delta – Bulgaria – Greece – Ukraine. LIFE
SURMHFWLQKDGWKHJRDOWRVDYHFRORQLHV
of these birds and the area was declared as strictly
protected. Two nesting platforms were built there
and maintained regularly each year. It is also worth
mentioning that half of all pink pelicans in the world
breed in the Delta.
,VWKHUHSRDFKLQJKHUH"ŏ2IFRXUVH/RFDOVGRLWIRUFHQWXULHVEXWWKHZRUVWSHVWVFRPHPRVWO\IURP%XFKDUHVW
and use sophisticated technology - modern boats with
SRZHUIXOHQJLQHVVRQDUVř7KDWōVZK\WKH\FDQPDNH
a lot of damage in a short time. In order to prevent the
GDPDJHV WKH ''%5 KDV D VSHFLDO GHSDUWPHQW WKDW
FKHFNVOLFHQVHVRIƓVKHUPHQVLJKWHGRQWKHVSRWŐ
The mext day the three of us walked to the Monument of independence on the top of the highest hill
LQ 7XOFHD WR HQMR\ QLFH YLHZ RI WKH WRZQ $QRWKHU
thing one could see from there was a “mini Delta”
on the nearby Lake Sagen. It was revitalized during a
5RPDQLD8NUDLQH WUDQVERXQGDU\ SURMHFW ZKLFK ODVWHGIURPWR*DEULHOD&UHĠXKDGDVSHFLDO
feeling about it:
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7REHWWHUIHHOWKHDWPRVSKHUHLQWKH'HOWDFKDQQHOV LW LV UHDOO\ UHDOO\ UHFRPPHQGDEOH WR ZDWFK
PRYLHŏ)LW]FDUUDOGRŐE\:HUQHU+HU]RJ,WWDNHV
SODFH LQ D ODE\ULQWK RI $PD]RQ FKDQQHOV EXW
VFHQHVORRNH[DFWO\OLNHWKLVRQH,QFOXGLQJRQHRI
WKHPDLQFKDUDFWHUVŊWKHERDW
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The lake is not open to the public yet. According to
WKHWHUPVRIWKHSURMHFWƓYH\HDUVDIWHULWVFRPSOHtion the only allowed activity is monitoring. We will
probably make it available to the public after that peULRGEXWIRUWKHWLPHEHLQJVRPHIHVWLYDOVDUHEHLQJ
KHOG RQ WKH SHULPHWHU RI WKH ODNH DQG DW RQH VSRW
WKH 0XQLFLSDOLW\ KDV UHFRQVWUXFWHG D W\SLFDO ƓVKLQJ
village with several houses.”
There are only a few masters (so-called „marangos”)
nowadays who can build traditional boats of the DelWDƓVKHUPDQ7KHODVWRQHLQ7XOFHDFRRSHUDWHGZLWK
above mentioned Ivan Patzaichin in designing an inQRYDWLYHFRPELQDWLRQRIERDWDQGFDQRHŏFDQRWNDŐ
7KH\QRZRIIHUWRWRXULVWVDVPDOOŴHHWRIWKHVHERDWV
DQGRUJDQL]HDUDFHIRUƓVKHUPHQDPDWHXUVDQGFKLOdren on the Lake Chiuperca on the Day of the Biosphere Reserve (September 1st). They also organize
a triathlon and provide camp for visitors during the
annual Pelicam Festival (what a great name!) of ecological documentary movies.
%HORZWKHKLOOLQWKHROG/LSRYDQVōTXDUWHUWKHUHLVD
very interesting Ecotouristic Museum “3D Delta–DoEUXMDŊ'RERURJHDŐ 0UV &KULVWLQD 'LQX WKH GLUHFWRU
DW WKH PXVHXP WRRN XV DURXQG DQG UHYHDOHG WR XV
with many curiosities:

$QGLIVSHDNLQJDERXWWKHWKUHHPDLQEUDQFKHVWKH
branch of Sfântu-Gheorghe is the oldest and the
most beautiful in the Delta.
The bottom of the Delta lakes lies below sea level
DQGWKH\DFWXDOO\GRQōWKDYHVKRUHVZKDWORRNVOLNH
WKDW LV MXVW WKH HGJH RI WKH GHQVH YHJHWDWLRQ $QG
WKDWYHJHWDWLRQUHHGDERYHDOOLVDQDWXUDOƓOWHUDQG
retains heavy metals.”
All this green spectacle staged by the Danube
ZRXOGQōWH[LVWZLWKRXWLWVRWKHUKDOILWVHSLWRPHWKDW
gives the chance to incarnate into the phenomenon
that we admire: the Black Sea.
The ancient Greeks at the beginning called this
residual basin of the Central European Tethys Sea
3RQWRV$[HLQRVWKH+RVWLOH6HDEHFDXVHRILWVZLOG
storms (when the waves can reach a height of 15
m) and lack of islands. (But after colonizing its coast
they changed their minds and renamed it Pontos
(X[HLQRV  WKH +RVSLWDEOH 6HD   $ERXW NP
ORQJDQGNPZLGHLWKDVDQDYHUDJHGHSWKRI
P ZKLOH WKH PD[LPXP GHSWK LV LPSUHVVLYH
P

“There are 20 strictly protected areas in the Delta. Letea Forest was the second zone in Romania declared
DVDSURWHFWHGDUHDDQGLWLVDQHQLJPDIRUELRORJLVWV
EHFDXVHLWGHYHORSHGRQWKHVDQG %\WKHZD\LWLV
worth mentioning that generally virgin forests of Romania are found in the Tulcea County.)

'XULQJLWVJHRORJLFDOKLVWRU\LWZDVDFUXHOPRWKHUWR
LWVFKLOGUHQFKDQJLQJWKHW\SHRIZDWHUIURPVDOW\WR
IUHVKWKHQEDFNWRVDOW\ DQGGHVWUR\LQJLWVIUHVKZDWHUIDXQD %XWEHFDXVHRIWKHKXJHLQŴRZRIIUHVKZDter from several big rivers and semi-fresh water from
WKH6HDRI$]RYWKHVDOLQLW\LVGHFUHDVLQJDJDLQDQG
now is almost 50 percent lower than the salinity of
the ocean.

The Delta was formed over two geological periods
DQGZDVLQŴXHQFHGE\WZRPDLQIDFWRUVWKH'DQXEH
and the horizontal currents of the Black Sea. One result of that is also that we have here our own version
RIWKH*UHDW%DUULHU5HHILWLVD6DQGEHOWRIIWKH'HOta coast.

There are no vertical currents in the Black Sea and
the quantity of oxygen decreases rapidly with depth.
7KDWōVWKHUHDVRQIRUWKHDEVHQFHRIPDULQHOLIHDWEHORZŊPH[FHSWIRUDIHZDQDHURELFEDFWHULD
'HHSHUWKDWWKHUHLVDOVRWRRPXFKDFFXPXODWHGK\GURJHQVXOƓGH
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7KH PXVHXP DOVR VKRZV WKH YDOXHV RI WKH 'REUXMD
region. It has always been strategically very important and therefore has historically been the most ocFXSLHGSDUWRI5RPDQLDQWHUULWRU\$OOƓYH(XURSHDQ
bird migratory routes pass along that zone that offers
IRRGDQGUHVWWRELUGVGXULQJWKHLUORQJMRXUQH\WR$Irica and back. It is also the only pure steppe zone in
(XURSH EXWZLWKRXWW\SLFDOVWHSSHGZHOOHUVŊZROIV
ZKR DUH H[WHUPLQDWHG  0ÅFLQ 0RXQWDLQV 1DWLRQDO
Park is a zone with the oldest mountains of Romania.
Argamum Citadel near Jurilovce is now the oldest
settlement in the territory of present-day Romania.
$QGWKHUHLVD*UHHN5RPDQDQG%\]DQWLQHOHJDF\LQ
the small village of Murighiol which was at the heart
of early Latin Christianity. Halmyris was a Roman and
ODWHU%\]DQWLQHIRUWVHWWOHPHQWDQGQDYDOSRUWORFDWHGNLORPHWHUVZHVWRI0XULJKLRODWWKHPRXWKRI
the Danube Delta. It is there that the bodies of the
ƓUVW &KULVWLDQ PDUW\UV NQRZQ LQ 'REURJHD VDLQWV
(SLFWHW DQG$VWLRQ ZHUH GLVFRYHUHG EHWZHHQ 
and 2004. They preached the new religion around
the year of 290 and fell victims during the persecutions ordered by Emperor Diocletian.
7XOFHD LV DPRQJ WKH ƓUVW VSRWV LQ 5RPDQLD ZKHQ LW
comes to history and architectural values (together
with Constanta).
*
7KH ODVW HYHQLQJ RI P\ PRUH WKDQ WZR PRQWKV ORQJ
MRXUQH\ZDVVXUSULVLQJO\DSSURSULDWH*DEULHOD&UHĠX
WRRN PH WR D FRQFHUW RI FODVVLFDO PXVLF E\ WKH &RQVWDQŀD3KLOKDUPRQLF2UFKHVWUD$QG\HV,KHDUGWKHUH
WKDWSHUIHFWFUHVFHQGRDWWKHHQGRIWKH'DQXEH&RQcerto.
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